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Anaerobic Digester for Stoneleigh? 3 

The following Article will appear in the September issue of the Stoneleigh and Ashow News – Ed.  4 

It appears that many residents are unaware of the proposal to build and operate an Anaerobic Digester, or AD for 5 
short, on Green Belt land near the village. An AD converts waste and harvested crops into gas and may have a 6 

generating set to produce electricity as well (as in the case of the present proposal). Warwickshire County Council 7 
is presently considering an application for Planning Permission to construct and operate the plant on 3.4 hectares 8 
(8.4 acres) of land north of Kings Wood on the left hand side of Stoneleigh Road north of the junction with the 9 

B4115 on the approach to the intersection with the A46. 10 

It is stated that a principal reason for the development ‘is to meet the renewable energy requirement imposed 11 

on Stoneleigh Park by Warwick District Council’ by a condition of the planning permission for the 12 

redevelopment of the Park that 10% of the development energy requirement is to be met from renewable 13 
sources in or adjacent to the Park. It appears, however,that the proposed AD is designed to generate 2,700,000 kWh 14 

which is estimated to be over five times the estimated 10% requirement of the Stoneleigh Park development. The 15 
surplus electricity and gas will be fed into the national grids. The AD would be fuelled by 17500 tonnes of Maize, 16 
silage, Grass Cuttings, Energy Beet and Whole Crop Rye sourced from Stoneleigh Park and local farms , 17 
annually, 4000 tonnes annually of livestock and chicken manure and slurry s o u r c e d  f r o m  l o c a l  f a r m s  18 

and 13500 tonnes annually of non-animal food waste, such a s  fruit and vegetables, coffee and depackaged 19 
food and drink, sourced from local food processors. Accordingly there will be heavy vehicle movements into and 20 
out of the site on a regular basis involving (per the Environmental Report) ‘38 trips per day (19 two-way movements) 21 
or 5 per hour evenly distributed over an 8 hour working day typically Monday-Friday, occasionally on weekends 22 

during harvest time. A more typical profile reflecting both the potential campaign nature and 24-hour working of 23 
crop harvesting and digestate collection would be represented by 168 trips per day, or 10-11 per hour at certain 24 

times of the year. As a very worst case scenario a total of 33 trips per hour would result for a very limited period of 25 
time. Peak-hour traffic would be avoided where possible’. 26 

The application with supporting documents may be viewed at www.warwickshire.gov.uk/planning applications. Click 27 

on ‘Search for a Planning Application’ and enter the reference WDC/14CM022 in the application reference box 28 

and then click on the ‘Search’ button in the bottom left hand corner. The reference will then come up in red, 29 
which you click on and then the panel headed ‘Plans and Documents’. Amongst the numerous documents in 30 
the list, you will see the Environmental Report which is a key document. Unfortunately the copy shown is 31 

defective in omitting the last 4 pages, 102 – 105, but these have now been added as a separate item at the end 32 
of the list of documents. These pages are important because they deal with properties in and around the village 33 

which may be susceptible to bad odours generated by the AD. The Environmental Report at paragraph 6.4.4 states 34 
that:- 35 

The production and combustion of biogas by anaerobic digestion of biological material is intrinsically odourous. As 36 

biological material breaks down it releases odourous compounds, such as hydrogen sulphide and ammonia. These 37 

gases are detectable to the human nose even at very low concentrations in air, which may lead to annoyance and 38 

loss of amenity. It is therefore important to evaluate the risk of odour impacts from such a facility and provide 39 
mitigation to minimise any impacts wherever possible.  40 

Although the Environmental Report assesses that the risks of bad odour effects will be negligible on those village 41 

properties which are identified, ranging from the Playing Fields at the Village Hall to property in Vicarage Road, 42 
unfortunately,  43 

“Odour is a critical factor affecting the viable operation of all biodegradable waste management facilities and 44 

waste water treatment plants. The levels of odour incidences at permitted sites are at an all time high with the 45 
Environment Agency deeming this to be far the most significant issue in our sector”. So said Jeremy Jacobs, 46 
Technical Director, Renewable Energy Association, in September 2013. 47 

The AD would operate 24 hours a day, 7 days a week, except for periodic maintenance intervals. Noise from the 48 
generating plant may be an issue which could contribute to the ambient background noise level in the vicinity. 49 

Stoneleigh and Ashow Parish Council has made an excellent formal objection to the proposal which deals very 50 

convincingly with the unjustified invasion of the Green Belt, highlighting that the ‘ very special reasons’ which are 51 
required by the National Planning Policy Framework to justify development in the Green Belt, do not exist in  52 

http://www.warwickshire.gov.uk/planning
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this case. The formal objection can be viewed at http://www.stoneleighvillage.org.uk/parish-council/council-55 
minutes/ and it is well worth reading. 56 

If you would like to have your say on this planning application you need to hurry because the application could 57 
be dealt with by the appropriate committee of Warwickshire County Council on 16th September 2014 (but it may 58 

be later), so that your comments should be sent as far in advance of that date as can be managed. Although the 59 

time for formal responses expired at the beginning of July, Mr Grace, the Planning Officer concerned, confirms that 60 
all responses received in sufficient time beforehand will be recorded and be put before the Committee. Responses 61 
may be sent by post or delivered by hand addressed to Ian Grace, Planning Officer, Warwickshire County Council, 62 

Shire Hall, Warwick, CV34 4RL or sent to him by email to iangrace@warwickshire.gov.uk . If you wish to speak to Mr 63 
Grace for an update on the date of hearing of the application, his phone number is 01926 417645. 64 
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