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Minutes of the Ordinary Meeting held at Stoneleigh Village Hall, Stoneleigh on 

Thursday 10th November 2016 at 7.00 p.m. 

 

PRESENT: Chairman – Cllr R Hancox, Councillors Mrs H Fryer, Mrs J. Mackenzie, County Councillor 

W. Redford and District Councillors N. Harrington and Mrs P Redford. 

  

APOLOGIES: Councillor Mrs S Malone, Councillor Mr J Astle 

 

Four members of the public were present. 

 

62. Minutes 

The Minutes of the Ordinary Meeting held on 13th October 2016 were signed by the Chairman.  

 

63. Matters Arising 
Cllr R Hancox informed everyone present that Cllr J Astle will not be attending Council Meetings for 

the near future due to a recent and tragic bereavement. Cllr Astle still wishes to remain a Councillor. 

A minute’s silence was held for Cllr Astle and his family. 

Cllr R Hancox also announced the resignation of Cllr S Malone.  Notice of the resignation is to be 

given to Gillian Friar at Warwick District Council, and the Council hope to be given permission to co - 

opt a new councillor at the December meeting. 

Cllr J Mackenzie informed the council that she is unable to attend the meeting on 8th December. A 

revised date of Thursday 1st December was agreed. 

64. Matters Arising from Minutes 

 

Casual Vacancy 

Cllr R Hancox indicated that no applications have been received for this post. It was decided that the 

Council would hopefully be able to co– opt two councillors at the December and January meetings. 

 

Local Plan 

Cllr H Fryer informed the Council that she has appeared at Three Representations of the Local Plan. 

The first meeting concerned the proposed Gateway sub regional employment site at Baginton. The 

second session examined the proposed housing site at Crew Lane.  The third day concerned the Kings 

Hill housing allocation where it is proposed to remove an area of Green Belt land to accommodate up 

to £4,000 dwellings.  

Cllr H Fryer reports that the CPRE are supporting us in our fight to prevent green belt land being 

built on. Cllr Fryer reports that she tried to put the case forward that the housing at Kings Hill needs 

to be re considered.  

Regarding the Crewe Lane area Cllr H Fryer reports that there is no proper traffic plan in place to 

accommodate the traffic problems at the junction with Crewe Lane and Glasshouse Lane.  
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Cllr J Mackenzie agreed that the junction is problematic, specifically with regards to the proposed 

route of HS2. 

Cllr J Mackenzie also asked if the attitude and opinion of independent settlements on the green belt 

was known, and questioned whether the Council should contact Warwick District Council 

independently or include all other Parish Councils affected. 

Cllr H Fryer stated that as far as she was aware Warwick District Council are currently just dealing 

with statistics and not the overall planning policy. She reports that in a recent Warwick District 

Council meeting an inspector announced that a road would be running from the A46 Stoneleigh 

Island between HS2 and Stoneleigh Road, to form a gateway to the University of Warwick, and 

Westwood Heath.   

County Councillor W Redford confirmed that this was not a firm proposal, although Cllr H Fryer has 

heard that funding has already been applied for.   

Cllr R Hancox agreed that he had heard that this road would be built in 2024. 

Cllr R Hancox asked the other Councillors whether they thought writing a formal letter or an email 

would be best. 

Cllr W Redford reported that he attended a Parish Council meeting in Leek Wootton with Tracy 

Darke and Gary Fisher from Warwick District Council, at which they were asked 12 questions, on 

domestic planning applications and the Local Plan. 

Cllr H Fryer suggested that the Council invite Tracy Darke and Dave Barber to a Council meeting to 

discuss traffic implications of the Local Plan.  

Cllr R Hancox agreed that the Council should write a formal letter to Dave Barber with specific 

questions. Once a reply to all questions have been received the Council will invite Mr Barber to a 

meeting.  

It was agreed to make all the questions very specific, including questions regarding road 

infrastructure and specific areas of development including Crewe Lane, Kings Hill, Stoneleigh Park, 

and the A46 roadworks. 

Cllr N Harrington suggested that a formal letter to this effect be emailed to Warwick District Council 

and Warwickshire County Council, copying in MP Jeremy Wright and all other local County 

Councillors. This was agreed by all Councillors, and Cllrs H Fryer and J Mackenzie agreed to start a 

draft letter which all Councillors will read and add to before it is sent. 

 

HS2 

Cllr H Fryer reported that there will be a meeting on 23rd November to discuss planning policy. 

Warwick District Council is the first Local Authority to announce that they will consider planning 

applications, and the meeting on 23rd November will be a briefing meeting to decide how further 

meetings will be programed. Cllr P Redford reports that she and Cllr N Harrington were invited to 

this meeting but are unable to attend.  Debbie Prince from Warwick District Council has agreed to 

meet with Cllrs P Redford and N Harrington in lieu of this meeting. Cllr W Redford confirmed that 

Warwickshire County Council are unlikely to be represented as there is also a County meeting on 23rd 

November.   
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Cllr H Fryer reported that she had received a letter asking whether she would like to comment on her 

experience at a recent HS2 meeting in July.  Cllr H Fryer would like to reply and report that she was 

not treated very well at the meeting, and that although she had a good case to present, she 

experienced much resistance from representatives of HS2, who tried to claim that her facts were 

incorrect. 

Cllr R Hancox agreed with Cllr H Fryer’s decision to reply to the letter with comments to this effect. 

 

Future of the Parish Council 

This is being considered as part of a Community Governance issue, being dealt with as part of a 

District Council wide review, and so will be removed from agenda, pending any further news on the 

review. 

 

65. Reports 

Police Report 

There was no report received from the Police.  PC King has contacted the Clerk to confirm dates for 

Police Surgeries, which will be posted on the village website. 

 

County Councillor W Redford 

Cllr W Redford reported that he had received the letter from Cllr R Hancox requesting a bypass for 

Stoneleigh Village and forwarded this on. 

Cllr W Redford also confirmed that he has had a site meeting with a road safety officer regarding 

Black Spinney and reports that there are in fact enforceable traffic signs already in place at both ends 

of the lane.  Cllr Redford reports that there is a gap at the Baginton end of the lane, so an additional 

sign will be placed here.  Blue advisory signs will not be put up according to correct procedure, as red 

enforceable signs are already in place, and having both types of sign could create confusion. (Cllr W 

Redford did however report that upon driving down Black Spinney that evening he noticed a blue 

sign in place). 

Cllr J Mackenzie informed Cllr W Redford that the hedge on the B4115 is still very overgrown and is 

causing obstruction for new residents.  Cllr J Mackenzie requested that the hedge be trimmed to a 

reasonable height.  Cllr W Redford agreed to contact the relevant person at Warwickshire County 

Council to ask that this be completed. 

Cllr J Mackenzie also requested that all outgoing correspondence from the Parish Council could be 

copied to all Parish Councillors. 
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District Councillor N Harrington 

 

1) Stoneleigh Park 

Councillor N Harrington reported that has not received much feedback regarding developments at 

Stoneleigh Park.  At a recent meeting with Gary Fisher, Mr Fisher confirmed that he would raise this 

issue with Stoneleigh Park.  

Cllr R Hancox asked Cllr N Harrington when the Master plan for developments at Stoneleigh Park 

will be available to view.  Cllr N Harrington stated that this is still in development but agreed to try 

and find out the progress of the master plan. 

2) Funding 

Councillor N Harrington reported that the WDC Finance & Audit Committee meeting of the 1st 

November 2016 voted to recommend the WALC proposals to extend the timescales for the 

withdrawal of the fund and grant. The WALC proposal was that concurrent services funding was 

reduced over a 3-year period and the council tax reduction grant over 4-years. This was the option 

recommended by most of the 16 Parish Councils responding to the consultation. 

The Council Executive meeting of the 2nd November 2016 rejected this recommendation amending 

this to read "“That the Council agrees to reduce the Concurrent services grants to parish and town 

councils by 50% for 2017/18, and to stop this funding from 2018/19, thereby ending the concurrent 

services scheme." 

As Parish Councillors, Cllrs N Harrington and P Redford cannot vote against this item in full Council, 

but will speak and urge the District Council to consider following the WALC proposal. 

Cllr Nick Harrington also wished to express his gratitude to Cllr H Fryer and Mr R Fryer for their 

attendance at all planning meetings. 

 

66. Public Session 

 

Mr R Fryer informed that Council that he has heard from the Coventry and Warwickshire Local 

Enterprise Partnership that work at Stoneleigh Park is on the priorities list. The proposals are a 

refurbishment on the main building, and a Stoneleigh A46 expressway, amongst other road 

proposals.  Thirty five million pounds has been funded for a bridge over the A45 between Festival 

Island and Toll Bar Island to provide a link to Whitley South.  

Cllr P Redford suggested that clarification on these proposals could be a possible question for Dave 

Barber at Warwick District Council. 

 

Mr J Mancini informed the council that some vehicles had been broken into in Stoneleigh.   

He also informed that council that Stoneleigh Village Committee  are hoping to make some 

improvements to the Village Hall, particularly the provision of picnic tables on an extended patio 

area, and a possible recycling wall. 
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 Mr J Mancini is going to meet with Mr J Ball and Mr T Samouelle regarding an estimated cost for 

these plans. Cllr R Hancox informed Mr J Mancini that he would talk to the Village Hall Committee 

regarding the plans. 

 

67. FINANCE 

a) Income/ Expenditure 

Income as shown in minute 56a    £41,462.08 

Interest £11.89 

Expenditure to 31st October 2016 (12,571.46) 

 ------------ 

 £28,902.51                                                                                                                                                                                                                 

   

b) Bank Reconciliation  

 
At Co-operative Bank plc, Birmingham 

A/C 6101168500 (Current)                                                 £1,433.65                                               

A/C 6101168550 (Instant Access)                                      £1,061.64 

A/C 6101168556 (14 Day Deposit)                                  £26,407.22                                                                              

£28,902.51 

      

c) Cheques paid in October 

301298 Information Commissioner £35.00 

301299 Playsafety Ltd £96.60 

301300 Diane Malley £447.40 

301301 PA Maddison Oct Sal & Exp& Gratuity £3,986.58 

301302 S Windridge (PO Box) £312.00 

301303 G Williams (Painting Swings) £85.25 

301304 P Maddison Expenses £12.06 

 

d) The signing arrangement on the Bank Account Mandate was confirmed. 
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68. Planning 

New Planning Applications 

W16/1001 – Bridge Cottage, Coventry Road, Stoneleigh 

Proposed replacement front door. 

Council supports 

W16/1002LB – Bridge Cottage, Coventry Road, Stoneleigh 

Proposed replacement front door. 

Council supports 

W/16/1856 - Dial House Farm, Ashow Road, Ashow, Kenilworth 

Erection of a single storey rear extension and enclosed front porch 

Council would like to consider this application in more detail and will submit comments 

by 28th November 

 

Progress of Planning Applications 

 

W16/1628- Site Adjacent to The Gatehouse, Stoneleigh Abbey, Kenilworth, CV8 2LF 

Placement of temporary building for use as visitor reception facility. 

The above application has been withdrawn 

 

69. Correspondence  

No correspondence has been received. 

 

70. Questions to the Chairman 

Cllr R Hancox was asked to confirm that the Parish Council would support the Village Hall 

Committee in their project to enhance and improve the playground and Village Hall.  Cllr R Hancox 

will write a letter offering the support of the Parish Council, and proposed that the Council make a 

financial contribution of £100.  This was seconded by Councillors J Mackenzie and H Fryer. 

Cllr R Hancox was asked whether the Council feel it necessary to move the Stoneleigh Abbey 

noticeboard to a different place as it has previously been suggested that the noticeboard is hard to 

find.   The General Manager at Stoneleigh Abbey has confirmed that they will not be willing to move 

the noticeboard, but are happy for the Council to do so.  After discussion with the Parish Clerk it was 

decided to leave the noticeboard in the current position. 
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71. Meetings 

 
The next Ordinary Meeting of the Parish Council will be held on Thursday 1st December 2016 at 

Ashow Village Club, Ashow at 7.00 p.m. 

 

72. Closure 

 
The business having been completed the Chairman closed the meeting at 8.14 p.m. 

 

Chairman 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


