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CHAIRMAN'S REPORT APRIL 2015 - APRIL 2016

GENERAL VIEW:

Once again, another successful year as the number of bookings remain steady and our income
this year was around €13,000 which was the same as the previous year.

We are grateful forthe continuing support of the traditional organisations using the Village Hall.
This year we had two wedding receptions which I understand was a first.

VILLAGE HALL IMPROVEMENTS:

This time last year the building work started on the new storeroom and the much improved
meeting room extension both of which have been completed and have improved our Village Hall
facilities. ln addition, new stairs and a banister were added to the stage by the meeting room
door. Blinds for the new meeting room were kindly donated by the Women's lnstitute.

NEW TASKS:

- We are planning to replace the 3 sets of doors in the main hall that open onto the lawn.

- Additionally we are going to build a patio in front of the doors to improve access to the hall
from the field. We are currently gathering quotes for both projects.

- Provide racking for the new storeroom and the SMVC are assisting us with the equipment.

- Remove the 'high flyer'which is too near the building.

- Funds permitting, we will undertake decorating the Main Hall, subject to timing and cost.

- We are looking to overhaul/replace the large cooker.

Finally, let me thank all the members of the Village Hall Committee for their commitment and
support throughout the year. My special thanks must go to Bill McCutchion for his efforts in
overseeing the building work and working tirelessly to obtain financial support from Warwick
District Council, who have supported the Village Hall in all major projects.

Anthony C W Samouelle
Chairman
Stoneleigh Village Hall Gommittee



Annual Report to Stoneleigh and Ashow f PC by Mrs Sue Crofits on her work
as a Trustee of Dame Alice Leigh's Almshouse, Stoneleigh.

May2O16

I have attended all ofthe quarterly meetings ofthe Trustees since the 14th July
2015. There are seven Trustees ably supported by the cler[ Mike Wareham.
Meetings are well attended and the clerk does an excellent job in providing all
the necessary paperwork well ahead of meetings.

The clerk visits residents of the Almshouse regularly. He gives a verbal report on
their welfare at each meeting. The Trustees support social events such as the
Christmas and summer lunches and the provision of Christmas hampers and
gifts to mark significant events"

Much ofthe work ofthe Trustees in2016 has been to consider the care and
upkeep of the Almshouse building. Following the Quinquennial Review in
September 2015, the clerk has drawn up a plan ofaction to address issues raised.
In the next couple ofyears priority will be given to refurbishment ofthe
sandstone walls, some of the windows and chimneys. Owing to the specialist
nature ofthe work required this is likely to be an expensive, but essential
project.

The Trustees are able to use some ofcharity's funds to support needy people
living within the Ancient Parish of Stoneleigh. Some money has already been
allocated to support a prolect for the unemployed in Tile Hill. Consideration is
being given to provide further funding for this and similar projects in the area.

S M Crofts
25.04.16
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Leigh Educational Foundation

Report to Ashow and Stoneleigh Joint Parish Council, 2016

The Foundation uses its income "to promote the education (including social and physical
training) of persons under the age of 25 years who or whose parents are resident in the
area of benefit and who are in need of financial assistance". The area of benefit is the
parishes of Stoneleigh, Ashow and Leek Wootton as at 13 January 1989. The trustees
meet quarterly and I attended all of the meetings last year.

The Foundation is an amalgam of three historic charities, the largest being 'The Charity
of Thomas Lord Leigh for a School in the Ancient Parishes of Stoneleigh, Ashow and
Leek Wootton and at Stareton, comprised In a deed of 1740'.

On 31 December2015 (theendof thefinancial year), the Foundation had investment
assets of f961 ,787. This compares with f961,676 in 2014. lncome from investments in
20'15 was t38,543 (2014: t37,370). The Trust's investments are under the management
of EFG Harris Allday.

At the start of the year, a nominal t35,000 was set aside for disbursements. ln the event,
the trustees awarded total grants of f30,290 (2014: f38,098). Most of the beneficiaries
of grants were students in higher education who were in need of financtal assistance
towards the costs of fees and maintenance. Management expenses for the financial year
were f4,124.

The financial position of the Foundation has improved from a low point some five years
ago. The Foundation is however in a position to help more young people. The trustees
are especially concerned that assistance is not reaching those who are most in need.
Few applications are received from parents of school children.

The Foundation is able to help organisations within the area of benefit that are involved
in 'educational' work with young people, as well as aiding individuals directly. Leek
Wootton school, which is in the area of benefit, and Burton Green school which is
outside but substantially serves the area of benefit, have received genelous
support from the Foundation over the years. Social organisations including
Scouts and Brownies, and junior sections of sports clubs have also been helped.

The work of the Foundation is publicised via parish notice boards, parish
magazines and notices in the local press- A website is presently being designed, and will
hopefully be launched in the very near future.

Parish Councillors are urged to make the Foundation known to their constituents and to
encourage them to apply.
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Application forms are available from James Johnson, Clerk to the Trustees, 3 Barford
Woods, Barford Rd. Warwick CV34 652. Tel 01926 419300. E-mail:

r .^ JfomrOomail.com: ,v\ '"^ )o' '- _

Replacement Nominative Trustee
I have been the parish councrl's nominative trustee since the inception of the Foundation
in 1989. My present term of office expires on 6 May 2018.

I feel it is time for a change and would be grateful if the council could find a replacement.
The duties rnvolve four meetings per year in Stoneleigh Village Hall, each normally
lasting no more than an hour, and some e-mailing in between. lt is for the council to
choose but my view is that the Foundation would benefit by the injection of youth: five of
the six trustees who normally attend meetings are retired! Three of us have been
trustees since the start.

The other trustees are:

Ex-Officio: Christopher, The Lord Leigh

Nominative (Leek Wootton P.C.): Richard Coates (Chairman)

Co-optative: Margaret Wallis
Diana Holt
David Vaughan
Kathryn Kingston

I will of course carry on until a successor is found.

David Clark
24 The Village
Ashow
01926 859561
Clarks24@btinternet. com

3 February 2016


