
 

 

Minutes of the Annual Meeting of the Parish Council held in the Village Hall, 

Stoneleigh on Thursday 18th March 2015 at 7.30 p.m. 

 

PRESENT: Councillors Mrs S. Crofts, Mrs L. Fletcher,  R. Hancox,  D. Wintle, and County Councillor 

W Redford.  

 

There were eleven members of the public present. 

 

1. Chairman 

Councillor R Hancox (Chairman, Parish Council) being in attendance assumed the Chair for the 

meeting. 

2. Attendance and apologies 

There were no apologies for non-attendance. 

3. Minutes 

The minutes having been circulated were proposed as a true record of the previous meeting by 

David Wintle and seconded by Martin Smith. The Chairman then signed the minutes of the last 

meeting. 

4. Matters arising from the minutes of the 24th April 2014 meeting 

There were no matters arising from the minutes of the meeting held on the 24th April 2014. 

5. Parish Council 

The Chairman reported that as the meeting this year was being held a little earlier than normal 

because of the forthcoming Parish Elections there was unfortunately no report available yet. 

6. Parish Elections 

The Chairman reported that on the 7th May elections were being held for District Councillors and 

for Parish Councillors (if more than 4 people decided to stand for election in Stoneleigh). 

7. Matters Raised by the Electorate 

 

a) HS2 – Report by Martin Smith – Chairman of Stoneleigh Action Group (STaG) 

Martin reported to the meeting that currently it looked unlikely that the parish would get 

the tunnel it was looking for. He also made the meeting aware of the deal believed to have 

been done in the corridor during the Select Committee Enquiry between HS2 Ltd and 

Stoneleigh Park for a larger retaining wall to be built on the Park side of the railway cutting 

to allow significantly more embankment to be built on this side. The result was believed to 

be a significant increase in the noise likely in the village of Stoneleigh. However Martin did 

point out that as yet nothing formal has been issued so until something formal was received 

it was difficult to comment. It was hoped that a letter from both STaG and the Parish Council 

might obtain a formal response from Stoneleigh Park. 

 

  



 

 

b) Neighbourhood Planning – Report by David Wintle – Chairman of the Steering Group 

David reported that the 3 parishes of Baginton, Bubbenhall and Stoneleigh have agreed to 

formulate a joined up neighbourhood plan. With the University ward about to leave the 

Stoneleigh and Ashow Joint Parish Council to join with Burton Green it was hoped the 

District Council would now be in a position to formerly agree the Stoneleigh and Ashow Plan 

Boundary. 

 

David also reported that it was hoped to engage Kirkwells to assist in the delivery of the plan 

and also to assist in obtaining further funding to allow completion and publishing of the 

plan. 

 

The Steering Group has now been formed and it is hoped to hold a meeting of this group in 

the very near future. 

 

c) Litter Bin – Report by Richard Hancox 

The Chairman reported that following residents requests the Parish Council had decided to 

reinstate the village bin. It was also reported that in order to ensure that the District Council 

continued to empty the bin it would have to be erected on Parish Council owned land and 

the only safe section of land in the ownership of the Parish Council was the strip of land 

outside the Old Post Office and adjacent to the old telephone box (where the original bin 

was installed). 

 

d) Traffic Issues in Stoneleigh – Report by Richard Hancox 

The Chairman updated the meeting with the current position with regard to the Community 

Speed Watch. Three residents have now passed the training course and are now authorised 

by the Chief Constable for Warwickshire to carry out speed checks in the village. Anyone 

caught speeding will be written to by the Chief Constable and educated as to why it is 

unacceptable behaviour, anyone caught three times by the group will receive a visit from a 

uniformed officer from Warwickshire Police. 

 

The group still has to obtain Speed Watch signs, get through the Warwickshire Police 

security process and identify and agree suitable locations for the speed watch to be carried 

out. It was reported that it was likely that only three or four suitable locations would be 

agreed initially with the police. 

 

The Chairman then went on to explain some of the recent issues experienced by residents 

along roads in and around Stoneleigh Parish. It was also reported that the Chairman, 

Councillor Wallace Redford and PC Adriano Towle would be meeting with Highway Engineers 

from Warwickshire County Council (the highway authority) to discuss these many issues. 

 

The meeting asked that the Chairman enquired as to what the rules and regulations were 

around the provision of a permanent speed camera. 

 

The meeting was informed that currently the pollution levels in the village were being 

monitored to see if the traffic volume was responsible for a decline in air quality. 

 

The meeting also asked that the constant noise, pollution and vibration was also mentioned 

and discussed at the meeting with the County Council. 



 

 

 

Other issues discussed and requested to also be on the agenda were: 

i) The installation of a pinch point scheme on Birmingham Road similar to the ones in 

the surrounding villages. David Ellwood reported that in 2009 a scheme had been 

costed by the County Council at £16,000 without lighting, it was likely any scheme 

of this nature would be a similar cost. 

 

ii) The installation of a chicane on the entry to Stoneleigh from the A46. 

 

iii) Mentioning that the A46 has the fastest predicted traffic growth over all other 

roads in the West Midlands. 

 

iv) Stoneleigh Bridge over the river on the entry to the village from Leamington was 

narrow and unsuitable for the traffic currently using it and it is a listed building. 

 

v) Why have Stoneleigh Park not been instructed to carry out the two highway 

schemes mentioned in their master plan, both of which would help alleviate some 

of the traffic issues. 

Councillor Wallace Redford reported that there is currently no funding for any highway 

improvement schemes in the village. 

8. Update of Village Activities 

 

a) Stoneleigh Village Hall – Report by Lynne Fletcher 

Lynne reported that the hall was perhaps looking a little dreary. The Village Hall Committee 

had got plans to redecorate however there were two building projects to complete first. 

 

A store room is to be built on the tennis court end of the building with a door into the main 

hall under the honours boards, it was hoped this work would be completed during April and 

May 2015. At the same time there was also a project to alter the internal layout of the hall 

and knock the small storeroom alongside the stage into one room with the small meeting 

room as well as providing access to this new room from the side of the stage, again this work 

was hoped to be completed during April and May 2015. 

 

Following these two projects redecoration would be carried out. 

 

b) Stoneleigh Village Club – Report by Nora Blagburn 

It was reported that the Club was doing fine at the moment. It had a good diary of social 

events, recently a very successful Irish Evening for St Patrick’s Day. 

 

The access to the garden is now finished and the garden area improved so it should make a 

nice area for socialising this summer. 

 

The Club has recently installed a wood burner in the main lounge. This should be more 

efficient and cheaper to run than the open fire and provides a good heat during the winter 

months. 

 



 

 

The Annual General Meeting was reported as taking place on Friday the 22nd May 2015 at 

19:30 in the Village Club. 

 

c) Stoneleigh Village Community Orchard – Report by Nora Blagburn 

Following a quiz event in the Village Club recently it was pleasing to note that the orchard 

was financially stable. The proceeds of the quiz night should assist with the on-going grass 

cutting costs and the maintenance of the tree stock. 

 

It was reported that the wild flower patch, a success last summer, is being extended this 

summer. 

 

David Ellwood stated he was confused by recent correspondence he had received, namely 

emails and a drawing showing the proposed extension of the orchard along the boundary of 

his property. 

 

The drawing he had received did not show the same number of trees as the correspondence 

suggested and there did not appear to be a match with the location of the trees either. The 

Chairman agreed to send a copy of the current Orchard Constitution and the agreement 

between the Orchard Committee and the Meadows Society. 

 

David Ellwood also commented that he thought the Meadows was purchased to provide a 

permanent open space for the benefit of the residents of the village, something that it 

couldn’t be if covered with fruit trees. He also asked for a clear understanding of what the 

future of the orchard looked like, who owns the trees, who owns the fruit etc and what 

happens if the Community Orchard Group disbands. The Chairman agreed to make enquiries 

and report back to both a future meeting and David Ellwood. 

 

9. Other Matters Raised by the Electorate 

 

a) Will Blagburn – Wanted to clarify that the Parish Council would write to Stoneleigh Park 

and ask what agreement had been entered into between HS2 Ltd and Stoneleigh Park 

regarding the retaining wall mentioned in the report by Martin Smith – The Chairman 

stated that the Parish Council would be writing to Stoneleigh Park. 

 

Martin Smith reported that as Chairman of STaG he was intending to write to the 

Chairman of the Parliamentary Select Committee to ask the same question what was 

agreed between HS2 Ltd and Stoneleigh Park. 

 

b) Will Blagburn – Asked for clarification on the current status of the Stoneleigh Residents 

Association. The Chairman reported that the group had not met for a while but were still 

actively involved and pursuing the traffic issues within the village. The group was keen to 

reduce the volume, speed and weight of traffic using the village and had had some 

success with reducing the number of heavy vehicles running along the Birmingham Road 

and there have also been a number of prosecutions by Warwickshire Police. 

 

Lynne Fletcher stated that she hoped the Residents Association would not just be 

concentrating on the issues along Birmingham Road and would focus on the village as a 

whole. 



 

 

  

c) Will Blagburn – Sadly with the passing of Bertie McKay the contact had been lost 

between the Parish and the land owner looking to develop the old filling station on 

Coventry Road Stoneleigh. The Chairman agreed to see if the Parish Clerk has the 

contact details and if so make contact to establish the latest position with the 

development. Martin Smith reported that he has the agents contact details if we needed 

them.  

 

d) Lynne Fletcher – wanted to make the meeting aware that the Parish Council had been 

involved in a very successful project to have handrails installed outside the Almshouses 

in the village. These were placed following one of the residents sadly falling and breaking 

a wrist. 

 

e) Jim Mancini – asked what the repair costs were for Stoneleigh Bridge. It is regularly hit 

by vehicles and must be costing a lot of money to constantly repair. The Chairman 

agreed to add this issue to the agenda for the meeting with the Highway Authority. 

 

f) Jim Mancini – asked what the latest position was with the Anaerobic Digester. The 

Chairman reported that the planning application had been withdrawn. Currently the 

project was not going ahead. It was felt by the meeting that the issue had not gone 

away. 

 

g) David Ellwood – asked that the Parish Council write to the County Council about the 

blocked gullies along the stretch of road between the A46 and the small roundabout at 

the end of Dalehouse Lane. It was also noted that the gullies at the bottom of the hill in 

to Stoneleigh from Leamington were also blocked. The Chairman agreed to get the 

Parish Clerk to raise both these locations with the County Council. 

 

10. County / District Council 

 

Councillor Wallace Redford reported that, due to the sad passing of Bertie McKay he had 

been asked to cover the District Councillor role as well as his own up until a replacement is 

elected in the May elections. 

 

Councillor Redford reminded the meeting that the County Council was a hung council with 

no party in overall control. The Conservatives as the largest party provide the administration 

but all parties are involved in the budget. 

 

He also reported that the Divisional Boundaries were being revised and a new ward formed 

with the new name of “Cubbington and Leek Wootton”. Leek Wootton are being added to 

the ward and New Cubbington removed. 

 

He went on to say that although both The Gateway and the Anaerobic Digester appear to 

have gone away he didn’t think we had heard the last of either planning application. 

 

Councillor Wallace also reported that prior to his election as a County Councillor there used 

to be a “Highways Delegated Budget” totalling £400,000 per annum. This will be bought 

back in 2015/2016 and each County Councillor will have a delegated improvement budget of 



 

 

£32,600. Councillors may if they wish merge their budgets to fund larger schemes. Councillor 

Redford asked that if there were any suggestions for highway improvement residents should 

inform the Parish Council who will in turn inform him and he will then decide which ideas or 

suggestions will get funded. 

 

Over recent months residents have raised four issues with Councillor Redford, one was the 

number of county council logo’d Chartered Coaches running through the village that were 

overweight and had no business in the village. He assured the meeting that the County 

Council do not operate any coaches that run through Stoneleigh Village. He advised 

residents to obtain photos if they can along with registration numbers so that further 

investigations can be undertaken. 

 

Another issues raised concerned designated HGV routes around Warwickshire. He reported 

he was campaigning for such routes to be introduced but was not sure how successful he 

was going to be. 

 

The next issue was the traffic on the Birmingham Road and he felt this had already been 

covered earlier in the meeting. But he would be taking an active role in the discussions 

about to take place. 

 

He also reported that residents had been asking him about the status of the “new 

roundabout” scheme for the main entrance to Stoneleigh Park. He informed the meeting 

that this development proposal had been withdrawn by Stoneleigh Park. Lynne Fletcher 

added that she had been told that it was the County Council that was holding up the 

roundabout scheme, Councillor Redford repeated that the developer had withdrawn the 

scheme. 

 

He reported he had received a number of complaints regarding the noise generated by 

Stoneleigh Park when hosting events. He had been in touch with the Environmental Officer 

at the District Council who had met him on site and agreed to carry out monitoring of the 

next few events. 

 

At this point David Ellwood commented that he thought we already had “designated” HGV 

routes? Councillor Redford said not. He also commented that he thought he had heard that 

Baginton were already undertaking HGV surveys and wondered why this was not happening 

in Stoneleigh – Councillor Redford agreed to discuss this at the traffic meeting with the 

County Council. 

Martin Smith asked that we might encourage Satellite Navigation companies to reprogram 

their equipment so that their software avoided the village plus he wondered if there could 

also be improvements made to the local signing. 

 

Jim Mancini asked if Councillor Redford could look into getting the speed limit on Coventry 

Road reduced from 40mph to 30mph. It was agreed this would also be added to the agenda 

for the meeting with the County Council. 

 

David Ellwood commented that it was an awful reflection on us all that it was likely that 

someone needed to be killed for something to be done. 

 



 

 

Councillor Redford commented that he would ascertain if the County were in receipt of any 

“damage only” accident statistics from the insurance companies that might help us justify 

some improvements. 

 

Sheila Woolf asked the meeting if anyone was aware of the change being made to 

Stoneleigh Park and the plans to re-brand it the Stoneleigh Park Exhibition Centre, no one 

was aware, the Chairman was asked to get the Parish Council to make enquiries and see if 

this was true. 

 

11. Resolutions from the Electorate 

 

There were no resolutions from the electorate to discuss. 

 

12. Closure 

 

There being no further business the Chairman thanked everyone for their attendance and 

declared the meeting closed.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Richard Hancox 

Chairman 


