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Minutes of an Ordinary Meeting held at Ashow Village Club, Ashow at 

7.00 p.m. on the 12th December 2013. 

 

PRESENT: Chairman – Cllr R. Hancox, Councillors D. Botterill, Mrs L. Fletcher, Mrs H Fryer, 

Ms T Grant, P. Lam, Mrs E. Mancini, J. Smith, D. Wintle and District Councillor B Mackay. 

 

APOLOGIES:  Councillor Mrs J. Mackenzie and County Councillor W Redford. 

 

IN ATTENDANCE:  Mr C Hooper- LaSalle. 

 

There were six members of the public present.  

The Chairman welcomed back Cllr D Botterill following his spell in hospital. 

72. Minutes 

The Minutes of the Ordinary Meeting held on 14th November 2013 were circulated and were 

signed by the Chairman.  

 

73. Matters Arising from Minutes 

Neighbourhood Planning 

Cllr D Wintle gave the following update on Neighbourhood Planning: 

 

Cllr R Hancox and himself had a meeting last week with Mr C Hooper of LaSalle. Mr Hooper 

is open to the Neighbourhood Plan and confirmed that the recent questionnaire has been 

circulated around the site.  Mr Hooper made the following comments to be considered; three 

way traffic lights on Stoneleigh bridge, change priority so that at the bottom of Motslow Hill 

traffic give way coming from the direction of Stoneleigh Park and the village gateway at the 

junction with the B4113. He confirmed that the revised matters planning application has been 

submitted and as far as possible they have tried to take on board comments received. Mr 

Hooper said that they would soon be submitting a planning application to increase the road 

to two lanes through gate 1.  Cllr D Wintle asked at the meeting if the Parish Council could be 

advised directly from Stoneleigh park of any planning applications being submitted so that 

the Parish Council did not have to wait until they were advise by Warwick District Council. It 

was agreed that a response be sent to Messrs Harris Lamb asking them to participate in the 

Neighbourhood Plan 

Cllr D Wintle also confirmed that until the Parish boundaries have been confirmed by WDC 

we cannot move on but we can chase the return of the first questionnaires sent out a few 

weeks ago.  

A request for a survey from the Warwickshire Biological Records Centre can be made 

Coventry and Warwickshire Gateway 

Cllr D Wintle informed the meeting of the progress to date on the Gateway application: 

At present preparing the Proof of Evidence which needs to be submitted by the 4th 

March but it is hoped that it will be prepared well before that deadline. Still 

continuing with gaining support, five Parish Councils have agreed to support, three 

are undecided and one, Leamington Town Council will not support. Other support is 

from Friends of the Earth and Warwickshire Wildlife Trust. 

The Community Group is trying to get support from other Parish and Town 

Councils. This is being led by Mr Mark Symes. Objecting to excessive growth 

development. 
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Quiet Lanes - Ashow 

Cllr W Redford sent in the following comment; Warwickshire County Council has not signed 

up to this initiative so there is currently no policy to pursue this. 

 

Standing Orders were suspended at 7.15 p.m. 

 

Mr Robin Fryer told the meeting that the Quiet Lanes initiative was the idea of CPRE and it 

was then adopted by The Department for Transport. It is designed for country villages where 

there are no pavements. He felt that Ashow village could be a trial and other villages in 

Warwickshire may benefit. There would be signs stating that the area is designated a Quiet 

Lanes area and it would be a shared community responsibility. It would be less intrusive and 

minimize the footprint in the village. At present the village is de-restricted. 

 

Standing Orders were re-instated at 7.20p.m. 

 

It was agreed to write to Graeme Fitton WCC and copy in Cllr W Redford requesting that a 

trial be set-up using Ashow as the village. 

Meadows Society 

Cllr R Hancox told the meeting that the Meadows Society in Stoneleigh was set up to manage 

the land for village use. He has received a request asking the Parish Council to consider 

taking over the maintenance of the grass cutting for this area. 

 

Cllr L Fletcher said she thought that the Meadows Hut was sold so that the proceeds could be 

used to maintain the area. Cllr R Hancox responded saying that it only sold for £10k of which 

half has already been spent and the other half has already been ear-marked.  

 

Cllr H Fryer asked why the area could not be run as wild meadows. She also said that 

perhaps they could put a request to the Rural East Community Forum for a grant towards the 

costs. 

 

Cllr R Hancox said that the Orchard Society has already taken over the maintenance where 

the orchard is located.  

 

Cllr L Fletcher said that despite the Meadows Society being a Charity it appears to be a closed 

shop. 

 

Standing Orders were suspended at 7.25 p.m. 

 

Mr W Blagburn thought that, as the community has the benefit of the Meadows, it should 

bear the cost of the grass cutting, which could form part of the Parish Council’s annual 

precept. 

 

Mrs N Blagburn said that it is very fortunate that Stoneleigh village has use of this land as it is 

used for many events held in the Village. 

 

Mr Mancini suggested that perhaps all the areas in the village that have grass cutting could 

get together i.e. Village Hall, Churchyard, Meadows Society to get a more competitive rate. 

 

Mr R Wheat said he understood that the Meadows Hut has recently sold for £42k and 

thought that a percentage of this was due to the Meadows Society. 

 

Mr D Ellwood said that he agreed fully with Mr Blagburn in principle but not in practice. He 

said  that the owners of the Meadows Society are a Charity and Limited Company.  Several of 

the objectors to the application for planning permission for the Meadows Hut had 
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understood that the purpose of the Society was to protect the Meadows from development 

and maintain it for the benefit of the community. However, that was not put in the Transfer. 

The sale price of £40,250 in September 2013, only three years after the Meadows Society sold it 

for £10,000, had led to murmurings of mismanagement.   His recollection is that the 30% of 

the sale price over and above the original £10,000 doesn’t kick in until planning permission 

has been obtained. 

 

Standing orders were re-instated at 7.35 p.m. 

Litter Bin 

Cllr R Hancox said that a resident Mr Whitehouse has complained about the lack of dog bins 

in Stoneleigh village and that he does not want the public putting dog waste in the ordinary 

litter bin which is situated outside his house.  

 

Cllr D Wintle said that it is WDC policy not to provide dog bins but to encourage dog owners 

to use ordinary litter bins. 

 

It was agreed to ascertain from WDC how much waste is being put in this bin and whether or 

not this litter bin is needed in the village or can be removed.  

 

74. Public Session 
Mr W Blagburn said that he felt the Parish Council needed two consultations Neighbourhood 

Plan and HS2. He asked if the consultation was available to all residents. Cllr R Hancox 

responded that he had the consultation on a memory stick but residents can download the 

information directly. Also he has a computer which was delivered to him from HS2 and this 

can be borrowed by anyone. STAG are advertising this consultation and perhaps they may 

arrange for a presentation in the Village Hall and Village Club. 

Mr C Hooper said that he has a meeting arranged with Jeremy Wright MP for next Friday. 

 

Mr Mancini asked if anyone knew of the progress of the sub power station at Stoneleigh Park 

by Western Power. He also asked if it was connected in any way to HS2. He was told it was 

not. Cllr R Hancox agreed to contact Western Power for an update. 

Since the meeting Cllr R Hancox has contacted Western Power and they have responded as 

follows: 

“Things aren’t as yet finalised as the Business has realised that the reinforcement to the area is 

not predicted to be needed for around two years probably. The other part of the thinking also 

appears to be moving towards Kenilworth town so at present there is no intention to proceed 

with the Stoneleigh proposal” 

Cllr R Hancox said he will approach them for a further update in six months time. 

 

Mr D Ellwood asked if STAG were making it clear that their response is supported by the 

Parish Council.  He also asked whether we have a plan as to what is to happen at all stages 

within the Parish, and narrative for timetable. Cllr R Hancox responded that he had copies of 

plans for the surrounding areas, an Environmental Statement and the hybrid Bill. Mr Ellwood 

also said that someone needs to monitor the extent of the HS2 compound during construction 

and would suggest that someone needs to respond on this point. 

 

Mr R Fryer said that there will be 500 people in the Compound which is next to Crewe Lane 

and there will be five heavy vehicles an hour going into the Compound. 

 

Mr C Hooper said that he was willing to answer any questions anyone may have about the 

Showground. He said that he was willing to advise the Parish Council of planning 

applications being submitted to WDC.  The application for the road being made into two 

lanes at Gate 1 will be submitted early next year. With regards to HS2, LaSalle are reviewing 
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their investment as to their development and will continue to review once the position is clear 

on HS2. 

Cllr H Fryer asked if HS2 will impact on their traffic plans. Mr Hooper said that they are still 

pressing for a cut and cover tunnel and will ask Jeremy Wright MP to press for this. Mr 

Hooper said that  an engineer’s report from HS1  reveals that a cut and cover tunnel provides 

the best benefit to the community. Mr Hooper said that HS2 have not yet considered any geo-

technical information and if they do not get the cut and cover tunnel agreed then he will press 

for a deep cutting. 

With regards to traffic implications someone at Warwickshire County Council is looking at 

this on a full time basis. 

 

Mr Mancini asked about the gateway for Stoneleigh Village in their Master Plan. Mr Hooper 

responded that this was in the consent given by WDC and he could get a Highways 

Consultant to design it but he thought Stoneleigh Villagers may like to have an input.  

 

75. Reports 

Police Report 

The Police sent in the following report: 

On the 19th November between 14.00 and 14.45 an unknown offender entered an insecure 

black Peugeot that was parked in the village hall car-park, Hall Close, Stoneleigh. Offender 

stole a handbag and contents that had been left inside the vehicle. 

Between the 18th November and 21st November an unknown offender stole a secure pedal 

cycle from outside Lakeside Halls of Residence. 

 

County Councillor W Redford 

Cllr W Redford sent in the following report: 

Regarding the request for information on any dialogue that has taken place between 

Warwickshire County Council and Stoneleigh Park, I am awaiting a response. 

With reference to the flood walk over the River Sowe, I have been informed by the 

County Engineers that they have no responsibility for its maintenance and that it is 

the responsibility of the land owner to reinstate and maintain. 

 

District Councillor B. Mackay 

Cllr B. Mackay presented the following report: 

It is Warwick District Council’s (WDC) policy for dog waste to be bagged and then 

placed in any rubbish bin.  

Local Plan- WDC are having problems with finding enough land for their proposed 

number of houses since the area identified in the north of the area has been 

abandoned. As WDC do not have a five year supply of land for housing at present, 

developers are trying to put in as many applications as they can. Recently he, 

together with two other people, visited London and had a one hour meeting with the 

Planning Minister who has confirmed that counting the number of houses built has to 

start from the present time and go into the future. The number of houses built in 

previous years cannot count towards the number in the Local Plan. The number that 

will need to go into the plan will be between 12,600 and 12,800 and these will need to 

be achieved by 2029. The large supply of houses being put in the Local Plan will 

downgrade the status of the District from being somewhere nice to live to having a 

negative effort. The final decision of the Local Plan will be made by the Councillors. 

Next year the Rural East Forum will hold three meetings, February, June and 

October. 

Neighbourhood Plan – although this involves the businesses in the area its main 

target is its Community and favours the residents and not the people working there. 

The Neighbourhood Plans designations are due to go to WDC Chief Executive on the 

8th January. This will reconcile any differences of the Governance Review.  The 

conclusions on WDC boundaries will not be concluded until March/April 2014.  
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76. Finance 
 

a) Income/Expenditure 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

b) Bank Reconciliation  

At Co-operative Bank plc, Birmingham 

A/C 6101168500 (Current)   £1,024.05 

A/C 6101168550 (Instant Access)         £32.60 

A/C 6101168556 (14 Day Deposit)             £20,344.01 

      ________ 

                £21,400.66 

                                                                                ========== 

 

c) Cheques for Authorisation 

On the proposition of Councillor T Grant, seconded by Councillor D Botterill the accounts 

listed below were authorised for payment. 

 

301132 PA Maddison Nov Sal & exp  £535.06 

301133 HMRC     £93.00 

 

77. Planning 

New Planning Application  

W13/1602 – University of Warwick, Gibbet Hill Road 

Submission of reserved matters (part) (access, appearance, layout and scale) under condition 

1 of outline application W07/1120 (development Masterplan for the University of Warwick) 

The Parish Council’s response  is neutral but made the following comments: 

There is a clear need to address the transport issues that the University is facing. The 

Parish Council welcomes improvements to traffic flow and improved safety for 

pedestrians and cyclists. However as the University is in a green field site the removal of 

hedgerows and trees will reduce the landscape quality of the environment. If the removal 

of these trees and hedgerows are unavoidable then the Parish Council requests that 

replacement planting is provided as part of the scheme. Perhaps these could be 

incorporated into the upcoming development of the plaza to screen the students from the 

highway thus providing spaces for people to relax and retain separation from the road. 

Gibbet Hill Road Improvements. 

W13/1557AG – RASE, Stoneleigh Park (Mars Pension Trustees Ltd) 

Erection of a general purpose agricultural building. Installation of an anaerobic digestion 

plant/system to deal with agricultural waste (slurry). Demolition of existing agricultural 

buildings. 

Notice from Warwick District Council received stating that “Notice is hereby given that 

further prior approval of details for the development specified below is not required”. 

Income as shown in minute 66a 

Interest 

Less Expenditure 30th November 2013 

 

£29,680.02 

         £0.12 

  (8,279.48) 

 

 __________  

 £21,400.66  

 

 ==========  
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W13/1587LB – Cryfield Milking Parlour, University of Warwick, Gibbet Hill Road 

Refurbishment of the milking parlour including insertion of additional door, replacement 

windows, lighting, boiler flue and vent and internal alterations. 

Parish Council supports this application and made the following comments: Work 

proposed seems appropriate and a useful development in restoring a listed building. 

 

Progress of Planning Applications 

W13/1225 – The Paddock, Ashow Road, Ashow 

Erection of a dwelling following demolition of stable building 

Planning Permission is Refused 

W13/1367 – University of Warwick, Scarman Road 

Application for the reserved Matters associated with site infrastructure (installation of 

underground services, submitted under W07/1120). 

Reserved Matters are Approved 

W13/1247 – University of Warwick, Scarman Road 

Redevelopment of site for Halls of Residence (outline application with all matters reserved) 

Outline Planning Permission is Granted 

 

78. Correspondence 

Warwickshire County Council – Warwickshire Minerals Plan Update 

Noted.  Cllr D Wintle commented that he thought that Warwickshire County Council (WCC) 

did not have a policy. Clerk to write to WCC re their policy on Underground Coal 

Gasification. 

Solihull Metropolitan Borough Council – Solihull Local Plan 

Noted.   

Warwick District Council – Councillors Code of Conduct 

Noted.   

Warwickshire County Council – Winter Service in Warwickshire 2013/14 

Noted.   

79. Standing Orders 

The Chairman referred this and asked for it to be put onto the January agenda. 

80. Questions to Chairman 

Cllr H. Fryer Informed the meeting that the grit bin has arrived for Ashow. This is being 

installed by Mr Tom Mannion of Warwickshire County Council. It had been 

suggested by Cllr W. Redford that a second bin be purchased which will be 

installed by Village Club/Church. Cllr H Fryer asked the meeting if they will 

support a second grit bin. The Parish Council unanimously agreed to this. 

She then said that she would now apply to the Community Forum for a grant 

to purchase this second bin. 

She also informed the meeting that a resident of Stoneleigh had put in a 

request to the Community Forum (without the support of the Parish Council) 

for £6k to purchase a camera  to carry out speed checks in Stoneleigh.  At 

present this request remains unresolved. 
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81. Meetings 
The next Ordinary Meeting of the Parish Council will be held at 7.30 p.m. on the 9th January 

2014 at Stoneleigh Village Hall, Stoneleigh.. 

 

82. Closure 
The business having been completed the Chairman closed the meeting at 9. 05 p.m.  

 

 

Chairman 


