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Minutes of an Ordinary Meeting held at Ashow Village Club, Ashow, on 

Thursday 11th December 2014 at 7.00 p.m. 

 

PRESENT: Chairman – Cllr R Hancox, Councillors D. Botterill, Mrs S Crofts, Mrs L. Fletcher, 

Mrs H Fryer, Ms T. Grant, Mrs J Mackenzie, J. Smith and District Councillor B Mackay. 

 

APOLOGIES: Councillor D. Wintle and County Councillor W Redford.  

 

IN ATTENDANCE: Mrs Debbie Prince – Warwick District Council 

 

There were three members of the public present.  

77. Minutes 

The Minutes of the Ordinary Meeting held on 13th November 2014 were circulated and were 

signed by the Chairman.  

 

78. Co-option Parish Councillor – University Ward 
There have been no nominations for this vacant position.  

 

79. Matters Arising from Minutes 

HS2 

The Chairman welcomed Mrs D Prince to the meeting. 

Mrs D Prince gave an overview of her role as Warwick District Council’s HS2 Officer.   

She said that the Code of Construction Practice document is in draft form at the moment. The 

ancillary works e.g. pumping stations, reservoirs, compound etc to not appear to be detailed 

yet. 

 

Cllr H Fryer commented that when the Parish Council are petitioning they will only have one 

bite of the cherry and it will make it very difficult without knowing all the details. 

 

Mrs D Prince then said that lighting is covered by other legislation which is in draft form at 

the moment. She said that they regularly meet HS2 as a Planning Forum and all the 

information is on the web site. The Local Environment management Plan comments have 

been sent in by both Warwick District Council and Warwickshire County Council but they 

have asked the question as to how are they going to engage the Community in these.  

She went on to say that Warwick District Council Planning have very little control but will 

have control over the lighting of the Compound. 

 

Cllr H Fryer said that some of the details do not work at the moment as if the Cut and Cover 

tunnel was agreed then this would alter the details. Mrs D Prince responded by saying that 

they are seeking advice from their in-house engineers. 

 

Mrs D Prince then said that if there are additional provisions there will be an opportunity to 

petition again on these. She said that Warwick District Council have strongly objected to the 

design structure across the route e.g. listed buildings etc and have asked for alternatives but 

at present the HS2 have not sent up a Design Team. 

 

Cllr J Mackenzie stated that it would appear that Stoneleigh Park in their Master Plan has 

ignored the route of the HS2 through their site. Some of their planning applications  take no 

account of the line. Where it crosses the B4113 lots of trees will be removed. The planning 
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application for a camping site is on land that the new line will run along. Is this acceptable? 

Mrs D Prince responded that at present HS2 has not received Royal Assent. HS2 have been 

consulted and will object if what the Showground plan to do would increase compensation. 

 

Cllr J Mackenzie then said she feels that the proposed new entrance by the Showground is not 

going to happen. There is concern that the Maintenance Depot will increase the amount of 

traffic. HS2 has not been very forthcoming as to how many houses and how many visitors 

will be involved in this Depot. Mrs D Prince suggested that Warwickshire County Council 

Highways Department be approached and asked about the new proposed entrance at 

Stoneleigh Park. 

 

Standing Orders were suspended at 7.40 p.m. 

 

Mr R Fryer commented that there is a very short window for the Parish Council to co-

ordinate their response before it goes to the MPs at the hearing on the 19th January 2015. It 

would be very sensible if Warwick District Council and the Parish Council co-ordinated their 

responses and questions. Mrs D Prince said that it would be sensible to make an appointment 

with her so that these issues can be discussed. 

Dame Alice Leigh’s Almshouses - Handrails 

Mr D Franklin said that he is the Chairman of the Dame Alice Leigh’s Almshouses Charity 

and he would enlighten the Parish Council with the background for this request. Last winter 

a resident slipped on the path and broke her wrist very badly. At the time she was still 

working and had to have six weeks off sick. The Charity considered this incident and decided 

to improve the paths and install handrails that will be painted black to try and eradicate 

further incidents 

Cllr L Fletcher thought that there were wooden handrails along these paths about sixty years 

ago. 

The land where the handrails will be located is owned by the Parish Council. 

Several residents of Stoneleigh Village have responded to this request and the outcome is 

three to one in favour of the handrails. 

Mr R Fryer asked who will be responsible for their ongoing costs and liabilities as the land is 

owned by the Parish Council. Mr D Franklin responded that these would be the responsibility 

of the Trustees of the Almshouses. It was agreed that the views of the Conservation Architect, 

Mr Alan Mayes, will be sought. 

After a lengthy discussion it was proposed by Cllr D Botterill and seconded by Cllr J. Smith 

that the Parish Council should give permission for the Trustees to pursue the procedures for 

obtaining permission to erect these handrails. This proposal had a majority of votes. 

Neighbourhood Planning 

In the absence of Cllr D Wintle, Mr D Ellwood gave an update on the Neighbourhood Plan. 

Three quotations have now been obtained but unfortunately it appeared that these had not 

been circulated to all the Councillors.  

It was agreed that Cllr H Fryer would get a fourth quotation from Mr A Munroe of Planning 

Your Neighbourhood.  

The three quotations already obtained were emailed to all Councillors after the meeting. They 

were asked to consider these together with the fourth one when obtained and to let the Clerk 

have all their comments both positive and negative by the 31st December so a decision can be 

made for the preferred consultant. This procedure is also being considered by Baginton and 

Bubbenhall Parish Councils. 

Cllr J Mackenzie raised the matter of the three Parish Councils’ joint and several liability, 

which meant that, if one of them defaulted, the others would have to pay the share of the 

defaulter. She asked Mr D Ellwood what he had done to deal with this issue. Mr D Ellwood 

responded by saying that he understood that this had been addressed at the November 
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meeting and the position had been accepted. He suggested that the three Parish Councils 

should discuss this issue. 

Gateway 

Mr D Ellwood confirmed that the outcome to the Gateway Enquiry should be early in the 

New Year. 

 

80. Public Session 

Mr D Ellwood said that frequently people are parking their vehicles on the Birmingham Road 

adjacent to the frontage of the Forge. This is making visibility difficult and he is concerned 

that it could cause an accident. Clerk to see if anything can be done along this stretch of road. 

 

Mr R Fryer informed the meeting that he had attended the planning meeting as the Parish 

Council’s representative to speak on the planning application W14/0618 Crackley Triangle to 

build up to 93 dwellings. Cllr B MacKay also spoke against the application and his speech 

was very good. However the Committee voted seven in favour and three against. This will 

mean that when the properties are built there will be three way traffic lights. 

 

81. Reports 

Police Report 

The Police reported that between 17.00 hours on Thursday 4th December and 10.00 hours on 

the 7th December unknown offenders forced open the Harris fencing securing a building site 

on Coventry Road (old filling station) then forced open an electricity cupboard and stole a 

length of hosepipe. 

 

County Councillor W Redford 
No report received from Cllr W Redford.  

 

District Councillor B. Mackay 

 Cllr B. Mackay gave the following report: 

 Warwick District Council is proposing significant focused changes to the Local Plan 

prior to its submission to the Secretary of State for Communities and Local 

Government for independent examination. This will go to Committee of Warwick 

District Council on the 23rd December. 

 We are expecting the Secretary of State to make a decision on the Gateway Enquiry 

about the 5th February 2015.  The Inspector makes the recommendations but the 

decision is made by the Secretary of State. 

 

82. Finance 
 

a) Income/Expenditure 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Income as shown in minute 73a 

Interest 

Less Expenditure 30th November 2014 

 

 £37,217.08 

           £1.01 

   (8,834.19) 

 

 __________  

 £28,383.90  

 

 ==========  
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b) Bank Reconciliation  

At Co-operative Bank plc, Birmingham 

A/C 6101168500 (Current)                    £303.84 

A/C 6101168550 (Instant Access)     £3,718.58    

A/C 6101168556 (14 Day Deposit)              £24,361.48 

      ________ 

                  £28,383.90 

                                                                                    ========== 

 

c) Cheques for Authorisation 

On the proposition of Councillor L. Fletcher and seconded by Councillor T. Grant the 

accounts listed below were authorised for payment. 

 

301185  PA Maddison Nov Sal & Exp  £494.58 

301186 Church Street printers   £188.89 

d) Grant towards Stoneleigh Village Hall extension 

It was agreed that the Parish Council would send a letter of support to the Village Hall 

extension, Cllr L Fletcher to ascertain who the letter needs to be sent to. 

 

e) Grant Stoneleigh History Society 

Stoneleigh History Society had asked if the Parish Council were willing to give a grant 

towards the purchase of a projector costing £220. Cllr R Hancox informed the meeting that 

the history society has already purchased a new projector so will not now be looking for a 

grant from the Parish Council. 

 

f) Budget 2015/16 

The budget for the next financial year April 2015-March 2016 was discussed. The final 

decisions will be made at the January meeting.  

 

83. Planning 

New Planning Application  

W14/1563 – Mars Pension Trustees c/o LaSalle Investment Management 

Submission of details of Reserved Matters under Condition 1 (in part) – appearance; 

landscaping; layout and scale of Plot 25: imposed on outline planning permission reference 

W12/0766 granted on the 21st November 2012 for the redevelopment/development and use of 

buildings at Stoneleigh Park. 

Stoneleigh and Ashow Parish Council make the following observations:- 

The application to go ahead with a camping site in a location severely impacted by HS2 

seems contentious. The extent of the impact will remain uncertain until the petitioning 

process is completed. The applicant ignored HS2 in their original plans and Warwick 

District Council approved the master plan again without caveats about HS2. In the 

Stoneleigh Park petition there is reference to the possibility of requiring a revised master 

plan due to the impact of HS2 on the viability of the site. The Parish Council is petitioning 

to request a cut and cover tunnel to reduce as much as possible the impact of the line on 

the local environment. The current plans for a cutting alter the topography and take out 

significant ancient trees from the historic landscape and would logically seem to make the 

environmental considerations in the original master plan obsolete. Development of the site 

was predicated upon improvements to the existing entrance on the B4113 and the provision 

of a new entrance off the B4115 to handle increased traffic. Both accesses are threatened by 

the current plans for the line so again traffic assessments are obsolete. HS2 Ltd have 

formally responded to the application warning that part of the camp site development is 
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within the safe guarded area. We would welcome an open discussion about the future of 

the Park as it is becoming increasingly difficult for us to make useful comments on both 

piecemeal, stand alone applications and applications for reserved matters such as this, 

when the relevance of the original master plan is in doubt.  

W14/1705 – 28 Birmingham Road, Stoneleigh 

Proposed two storey rear extension, a single storey side extension, a porch extension to the 

front, installing an arched gate to the front hedge and the erection of a boundary fence to the 

perimeter with the Stoneleigh Village Club and around a proposed parking space. 

The Parish Council Objects to this Planning Application. 

The active preservation of the Stoneleigh and Ashow conservation areas was highlighted 

as of paramount importance in the responses to the initial Neighbourhood Plan 

questionnaire. The building is in the heart of the conservation area. It is surrounded by the 

principal listed buildings of the area (please refer to the Stoneleigh Conservation Area 

Leaflet available on the WDC Planning website). The paragraph "Character of the 

Conservation Area" specifically states that 

 

....These building materials do clearly define the character of the conservation area together 

with the small scale of many of the cottages with the village. A number of late 20th century 

houses have been built within the boundaries of the Conservation area and whilst they 

have mellowed into the conservation area, it is important that any future development 

should maintain the small scale of the buildings of the area........ 

 

28 Birmingham Road is a semi detached property and it would be desirable to maintain the 

scale and symmetry of the whole building. By the nature of the scale and design it is the 

view of the Parish Council that these proposals will be detrimental to the character of both 

the building and the conservation area. We would therefore request that this application is 

refused.... 

 

W14/1524 - Plot 25, NAC, Stoneleigh Park 

Construction of a new pitched roof above existing toilet block and associated refurbishment. 

(The Parish Council objects to this as the applicant is upgrading and refurbishing the 

existing toilet block which is making it a more sustainable building but there is no 

provision for achieving 10% renewables.) 

The Parish Council has removed its objection and left the comments as observations. 

 

Progress of Planning Applications 

W14/1410 – Unit 67, NAC, Stoneleigh Park 

Change of use of part of building to form restaurant/cafe and retail shop (A1/A3) and 

alterations to fenestration. 

Planning Permission is Granted. 

W14/1524 - Plot 25, NAC, Stoneleigh Park 

Construction of a new pitched roof above existing toilet block and associated refurbishment. 

Planning Permission is Granted. 

 

It was noted that a petition for breach of Covenant in land deeds for 8 Stoneleigh Close has 

been submitted. The residents on the petition would like the District Council to assist with 

enforcing the Covenant. Copy of the petition is annexed as page 71. 
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84. Correspondence 

Warwick District Council- Historic Building Grants – 2014/15- Financial Year 

Noted.  

 

85. Questions to Chairman 

Cllr L Fletcher Cllr L Fletcher asked if the Litter Bin (which has been removed from 

the Village Green)  be put on the agenda for the January meeting. 

This was agreed. 

 

86. Meetings 

The next Ordinary Meeting of the Parish Council will be held at 7.30 p.m. on the 8th   January 

2015 at Stoneleigh Village Hall, Stoneleigh. 

 

87. Closure 
The business having been completed the Chairman closed the meeting at 9.42 p.m.  

 

 

Chairman 


