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Minutes of an Ordinary Meeting held at the Council Chamber, University 

of Warwick, Kirby Cross Corner Road, Coventry, on Thursday 12th February 

2015 at 7.30 p.m. 

 

PRESENT: Chairman – Cllr R. Hancox, Councillors D. Botterill, Mrs S. Crofts, Mrs L Fletcher, 

Mrs H. Fryer, Ms T. Grant, Mrs J. Mackenzie, J. Smith and D. Wintle 

 

APOLOGIES: County Councillor W Redford. 

 

There were three members of the public present.  

A minute’s silence was observed at the start of the meeting in memory of Cllr B. Mackay.  

99. Minutes 

The Minutes of the Ordinary Meeting held on 8th January 2015 were circulated and were 

signed by the Chairman.  

 

100. Matters Arising from Minutes 

Neighbourhood Planning 

Cllr D Wintle gave an update on the Neighbourhood Plan (NP). He told the meeting that we 

were now on the third version of the Memorandum of Agreement document between the 

three Parish Councils. It would appear that Baginton Parish Council have altered the wording 

which means there is no agreement on the way in which the costs are to be split across the 

three Councils. This Parish Council could not agree to Baginton’s wording. Cllr D Wintle said 

he would liaise with them to try and get the situation rectified. 

 

Cllr D Wintle told the meeting that the £7k Grant funding is not now available but hopefully 

there will be some more funding in the new financial year. He said that Kirkwells had told 

him that unless the Neighbourhood Plan was well advanced then the Inspector will not take 

much notice of it when he considers the Warwick District Council Local Plan.  Cllr Wintle 

said that Warwick District Council had voted through the Local Plan a few weeks ago and it 

was sent to the Inspector on the 28th January. 

 

Warwick District Council (WDC) boundary’s changes mean that University Ward will go 

with Burton Green who will be part of Kenilworth Abbey and Stoneleigh and Ashow will be 

part of Cubbington and Leek Wootton. At present WDC are not able to implement the new 

boundaries but this will only have an effect on the Polling Stations. 

 

The work completed to date on the NP has been in accordance with the old Local Plan. The 

more the NP is delayed, the more we will have to work with the new Local Plan. If the 

Gateway application goes ahead tomorrow then all three Parish Councils will suffer. If it is 

turned down tomorrow by the Secretary of State the new Local Plan will have to be amended 

as the area of Gateway had been taken out of the Green Belt. 

 

Cllr J Mackenzie commented that she felt that Stoneleigh and Ashow needed to get on with 

their NP as she felt that there was concern about increased traffic in our own patch. 

 

Standing Orders were suspended at 8.10 p.m. 

 

 

Mr D Ellwood said that in both July and December of last year he stressed the urgency to get 

the Neighbourhood Plan moving. He had suggested that to overcome the issues that had 
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arisen it would be a good idea for the three Chairmen of the Parish Councils to speak to each 

other. The lack of communication appeared to be going on from month to month. However 

this seemed particularly unfair on Bubbenhall Parish Council who have co-operated. 

 

The draft of the Memorandum of Agreement document was circulated to Baginton and 

Stoneleigh and Ashow Parish Councils ahead of their February meetings. No response was 

received from Baginton until 5.30 p.m. this evening when they informed Cllr D Wintle that 

they had changed the wording of the document. This Parish Council is also guilty of not 

raising issues  until the December meeting when they should have been aired earlier. Mr 

Ellwood stated that people are saying there is no point going on. 

 

It is likely that the Neighbourhood Plan will now have to fall in line with the new Local Plan. 

But even if the Gateway Application is refused tomorrow there is still the possibility of it 

delaying the Local Plan if the Applicant chose to take the matter to a Judicial review. Unless 

that happens the Neighbourhood Plan appears to be too late now to have any influence on 

the new Local Plan. 

 

Cllr J Mackenzie interrupted Mr D Ellwood stating that this information had already been 

given to us by Cllr D Wintle. 

 

Mr D Ellwood replied that he did not take kindly to being interrupted by Councillor J 

Mackenzie and she had interrupted him back in the December meeting. Mr D Ellwood 

criticised  the Parish Council in that they had not come to a decision about the 

Neighbourhood Plan given the time that had elapsed since this was first discussed . He 

followed this with a direct criticism of the Ashow Parish Councillors and residents of Ashow 

whom Mr D Ellwood accused of living within their own bubble and not caring about matters 

which affected Stoneleigh.  

 

At this stage Mr D Ellwood left the meeting. 

 

Cllr J Mackenzie said that she resented Mr D Ellwood’s attitude that this Parish Council has 

caused the delay. The problem appears to be at Baginton and even if this latest problem gets 

resolved she queried whether there are likely to be 51% of the voting residents in favour of 

the NP. 

 

Standing Orders were re-instated at 8.25 p.m. 

 

Cllr D Wintle agreed that Baginton Parish Council’s actions are totally unacceptable and he 

has noted Cllr J Mackenzie’s comments. The NP needs sorting once and for all but he can still 

see advantages with continuing. 

 

Standing Orders were suspended at 8.30 p.m. 

 

Mr R Fryer said that at the recent Ashow Village Meeting that he had been asked to represent 

Ashow on the Neighbourhood Plan committee.  He also stated that in the Warwick District 

Council’s emerging Local Plan, the Gateway sub regional employment site, was included as a  

Policy.  A Neighbourhood Plan could advise the District Council concerning the parishes 

preferences but could not alter this core strategy. 

 

Standing Orders were re-instated at 8.32 p.m. 

 

Cllr D Wintle responded by saying that Mr R Fryer is absolutely correct and had the NP been 

more advanced at an earlier stage it may have had some influence. 

 

The approved representatives on the NP committee from this Parish Council are Cllr D 

Wintle and Mr R Fryer.    
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Gateway 

Cllr D Wintle informed the meeting that the decision by the Secretary of State of the Gateway 

Planning Application is due tomorrow 13th February. (The decision was made on the 13th and 

was declined). 

 

HS2 
Cllr H. Fryer informed the meeting that on the 19th January Cllr J Mackenzie, Mr R Fryer and 

herself attended the Select Committee at the Houses of Parliament. Before their own 

presentation they attended some earlier ones. All the petitions from Stoneleigh came together 

with the Parish Council being the first, then StAG and finally Ms S Woolf. 

 

She also said that they were annoyed that the HS2 committee were talking to commercial 

groups in the corridors and doing deals with Stoneleigh Park to the detriment of Stoneleigh 

village. HS2 declined to talk to Mr J Wright MP and as a result she feels that the community is 

being ignored. 

 

The Parish Council’s summary of their presentation was included in Mr J Wright’s own 

summary that he submitted yesterday. It was felt that HS2 are not liaising; this is being taken 

up with the Select Committee. 

 

Mr J Wright MP’s view is that the line should be lower with cut and cover tunnels, and deep 

bore tunnels should be considered. 

 

Comments on the Petitions will be received very soon. 

 

Cllr D Wintle stated that their presentation was very impressive and was not interrupted by 

the Select Committee. 

 

Cllr H Fryer said that they were listened to and complimented on their presentation.  

Litter Bin 

It was agreed that a black metal Chieftain bin by Glasdon be obtained with gold banding and 

concrete foundation fixing bolts. A builder needs to be obtained to fix this bin with a concrete 

foundation. It was agreed that the Clerk would seek funding from the Rural East Community 

Forum but if that is not forthcoming there was a majority vote to spend up to £600 from 

Parish Council funds. 

 

101. Reports 

Police Report 

The Police had nothing to report for Stoneleigh and Ashow.  

 

County Councillor W Redford 
Cllr W Redford sent in the following comments: 

 Warwick District Council had asked him if he would cover for both the District and 

the County (following the death of Cllr B Mackay) until the elections in May. He 

agreed to this request.  

 Warwickshire County Council are hoping to get a grant of £20m to install LED lights 

in the street lamps over the next three years. This would mean that the lights would 

be left on during the night. They are awaiting approval for this submission. 
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102. Finance 
 

a) Income/Expenditure 

 

 

 

 

 

 

b) Bank Reconciliation  

At Co-operative Bank plc, Birmingham 

A/C 6101168500 (Current)                    £198.46 

A/C 6101168550 (Instant Access)        £260.58    

A/C 6101168556 (14 Day Deposit)              £24,361.48 

      ________ 

                  £24,820.52 

                                                                                    ========== 

 

c) Cheques for Authorisation 

On the proposition of Councillor T. Grant and seconded by Councillor D. Wintle the accounts 

listed below were authorised for payment. 

 

301198 PA Maddison Jan Sal & Exp     £535.21 

 

d) Internal Auditor 

It was unanimously agreed that Louise Best should carry out the Internal Audit. Louise is a 

qualified accountant and has also been a Parish Clerk. 

 

103. Planning 

New Planning Application  

W14/1547 – 24 Stoneleigh Close, Stoneleigh 

Alterations and extensions including first floor extension and detached garage. 

No Observations. 

W14/1630 – 10 Hall Close, Stoneleigh 

Installation of an underground LPG tank in front garden. 

No Observations. 

W15/0072 – Rose Cottage, 10 Coventry Road, Stoneleigh 

Erection of a single storey side extension. 

No Observations. 

W15/0073LB – Rose Cottage, 10 Coventry Road, Stoneleigh 

Erection of a single storey side extension; partial demolition of the side store/wc; moving back 

of a low retaining wall and the creation of a set of shallow steps up into the garden area. The 

paths to this side of the building will be amended. 

No Observations. 

Income as shown in minute 93a 

Interest 

Less Expenditure 31st January 2015 

 

 £37,218.09 

£0.16 

 (12,397.73) 

 

 __________  

 £24,820.52  

 

 ==========  
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W14/1627 – Oaks Hollow, Grove Farm Road, Ashow 

Change of use of agricultural land to garden land incidental to the enjoyment of the dwelling 

house and the erection of a car port. 

The Parish Council Objects to this application on the grounds of inappropriate 

development in the Green Belt. There are no special circumstances identified. 

W15/0108 – 28 Birmingham Road, Stoneleigh 

Proposed two storey rear extension, a single storey side extension, a porch extension to the 

front, installing an arched gate to the front hedge and the erection of a boundary fence to the 

perimeter with the Stoneleigh Village Club and around a proposed parking space. 

No Observations. 

 

W15/0103 – Dame Alice Leigh’s Almshouse Trust, Stoneleigh 

Installation of four handrails along the side of pavements. 

The Parish Council strongly supports this application. 

 

Progress of Planning Applications 

W14/1705 – 28 Birmingham Road, Stoneleigh 

Proposed two storey rear extension, a single storey side extension, a porch extension to the 

front, installing an arched gate to the front hedge and the erection of a boundary fence to the 

perimeter with the Stoneleigh Village Club and around a proposed parking space. 

The Above Application has been Withdrawn. 

W14/1563 – Plot 25, NAC, Stoneleigh Park 

Submission of details of Reserved Matters (excluding landscaping) under Condition 1 (in 

part) – appearance, layout and scale of Plot 25 imposed on outline planning permission 

reference W12/0766 granted on 21st November 2012 for the redevelopment/development  and 

use of buildings at Stoneleigh Park. 

Reserved Matters are Approved. 

W14/1571 – 6 Stareton Lane, Stoneleigh 

Conversion and change of use of existing garage and store into a 1 bed single storey dwelling. 

Planning Permission is Refused. 

 

Cllr J Mackenzie raised the issue of the application for the Anaerobic Digester. Mr I Grace of 

Warwickshire County Council has informed her that it will not go to Committee until March. 

Cllr J Mackenzie has also spoken with Anne Denby, planning officer of Warwick District 

Council who is now responsible for Stoneleigh Showground. She has informed Cllr J 

Mackenzie that the Showground already satisfies the 10% renewable energy on site. It would 

appear that this standalone Anaerobic Digester facility have not considered other sites within 

Stoneleigh Park in which to position it. 

Cllr J Mackenzie offered to prepare another paper before the hearing suggesting that it might 

be better situated on Stoneleigh Park.  

 

104. Correspondence 

Oil Buying Club 

Noted.  

WALC Annual Briefing Day 

Noted.  
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Mr T Hanselman – Post Code Delivery 

Noted. To be raised with County Councillor W Redford.  

Kenilworth Town Council – HS2 Planning Matters 

Noted.  

 

105. Questions to Chairman 

Cllr L. Fletcher Informed the meeting that there are two properties in Stoneleigh 

where hedges and or scrubs are obscuring the pavements. The first is 

Westgarth, Birmingham Road and the second one is 28 Birmingham 

Road. Clerk to write to Warwickshire County Council. 

 

Cllr D. Wintle Raised the issue about traffic in Stoneleigh. PC A Towle recently 

instructed PCSO E King to conduct a check of the Birmingham Road. 

He stated that he witnessed many traffic offences including 

exceeding the weight restrictions, speeding and driving on the 

pavements. After discussion it was agreed that the Clerk arrange a 

meeting between PC A Towle, Cllr R Hancox, Cllr W Redford and 

County Highways Department.   

 

106. Meetings 

The next Ordinary Meeting of the Parish Council will be held at 7.30 p.m. on the 12th March 

2015 at the Ashow Village Club, Ashow. 

 

107. Closure 
The business having been completed the Chairman closed the meeting at 10.10 p.m.  

 

 

Chairman 


