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Minutes of an Ordinary Meeting held at Stoneleigh Village Hall, 

Stoneleigh at 7.30 p.m. on the 9th January 2014. 

 

PRESENT: Chairman – Cllr R. Hancox, Councillors D. Botterill, Mrs L. Fletcher, Mrs H Fryer, 

P. Lam, Mrs E. Mancini, J. Smith, D. Wintle and District Councillor B Mackay and County 

Councillor W Redford. 

 

APOLOGIES:  Councillor Ms T Grant and Mrs J. Mackenzie 

 

IN ATTENDANCE:  Mr C Hooper- LaSalle Asset Management and Mr Martin Smith – 

Stoneleigh Action Group (HS2). 

 

There were six members of the public present.  

The Chairman wished everyone a Happy New Year. 

Standing Orders were suspended at 7.32 p.m. 

 

83. Presentation by Mr Colin Hooper 

Mr Colin Hooper gave a presentation on the HS2 route through Stoneleigh Park. LaSalle 

Asset Management have appointed some independent engineers to have a look at various 

options for cuttings and covered tunnels through Stoneleigh Park. The most favoured option 

is for a cut and cover tunnel from south of the Stoneleigh Park Gate 1 entrance up to the A46.  

This alternative proposal is more expensive than the offered solution, but as for all locations 

along the route, the supposed benefits of the scheme should be offset against community 

impacts.  

Mr Hooper said that their next step was to engage with Warwick District Council and 

Warwickshire County Council. They have two further meetings arrangement with HS2 on the 

17th and 20th January. 

 

Mr W Blagburn asked if LaSalle intended to seek the views of all the residents and Mr 

Hooper replied that he was seeking views from this Parish Council and STAG. 

 

Mr R Wheat asked what the type of construction would be of the tunnel crossing the river. Mr 

Hooper responded that he had no idea. Mr Wheat then asked if the tunnel would have to be 

ventilated and the response was yes. 

 

Mr J Mancini asked, if the cut and cover tunnel was agreed, would it be quicker to build than 

the proposed option. Mr Hooper said that  it would not be as there would be more 

engineering work. Mr M Smith added that digging clay has a 30% expansion. 

 

Cllr H Fryer asked where the soil would be deposited and Mr Hooper responded that it 

would be on site. 

 

Mr D Vaughan asked whether, if this new option went ahead, the A46 would still need to be 

jacked up. Mr Hooper said that he did not know but thought that it should be possible to bore 

under the A46 thus saving the environment. 

 

This option has the support of STAG and the Parish Council. A letter to be sent from the 

Parish Council offering their support. 

 

Standing orders were re-instated at 7.55 p.m. 
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84. Minutes 

The Minutes of the Ordinary Meeting held on 12th December 2013 were circulated and were 

signed by the Chairman.  

 

85. Matters Arising from Minutes 

Neighbourhood Planning 

Cllr D Wintle gave the following update on Neighbourhood Planning: 

 

Cllr D Wintle confirmed that until the Parish boundaries have been confirmed by WDC we 

cannot move on. The results of this are expected in March 2014. 

It had been agreed that it would be a good idea for the Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group 

to have a constitution. A draft constitution had already  been circulated. This was discussed 

and its adoption was proposed by Cllr J. Smith, seconded by Cllr E Mancini and agreed by all. 

A copy of this constitution is annexed as pages 121 and 122. 

Coventry and Warwickshire Gateway 

Cllr D Wintle informed the meeting of the progress to date on the Gateway application: 

 

There will  be a pre-inquiry meeting at Leamington Town Hall on 22 January 2014 at 2.00pm. 

The purpose of the pre-inquiry meeting is to prepare for the actual inquiry by discussing 

procedural and other arrangements. No evidence about the case will be heard at this meeting. 

The pre-inquiry meeting is a public meeting but it is principally for the benefit of the 

Inspector and main parties (i.e. the applicant, the Councils and the Rule 6 parties). Any moral 

support at this meeting will be welcome. 

 

The next stage is for the submission of Proof of Evidence which needs to be submitted by the 

end of February. They are aiming to get the first draft ready by the end of January. 

 

Cllr R Hancox asked who was funding this photocopying at the moment and Cllr D Wintle 

responded that individuals were funding their own. 

Local Plan Consultation – Village Housing Options and Settlement Boundaries  

Cllr D Wintle stated that in the WDC Local Plan they have identified Oak Lea, Finham to 

build 20 dwellings. After discussion it was agreed to suggest to Warwick District Council if 

this could be for retirement living.  Pages annexed as 123-125. 

Meadows Society 

Nothing further to report. Agenda item for February. 

Litter Bin 

Nothing further to report. Agenda item for February. 

 

86. Public Session 
Mr D Ellwood asked about Gateway and how any evidence from supporters will work. Cllr 

D Wintle responded by saying he is responsible for three proofs of evidence; Planning, 

Ecology and Biodiversity and Landscape. He would welcome any contributions from 

supporters to be included in his reports. When this gets to the Inquiry and any part of the 

reports are questioned then he is able to call witnesses to be cross examined as they have 

contributed that section of the report. 

 

Mr W Blagburn said he was pleased that the Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group has 

adopted a constitution. There are a range of residents who have already offered their services. 

He asked what Councillors would be on the Steering Group. Cllr R Hancox said that there 
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will be two from Stoneleigh; Cllr R Hancox and Cllr D Wintle and one from Ashow, Cllr H 

Fryer. Mr Blagburn also asked what budget is still available. Cllr R Hancox said that money 

still available is £2,184.76. When any further funds are required then the Steering Group will 

need to bid for them. It was agreed that all invoices connected with Neighbourhood Plans 

should be paid by the Parish Council to enable any VAT to be reclaimed. 

Mr Blagburn also queried why there is no mention of development at Warwick University. 

Cllr D Wintle responded by saying that the Local Plan is a strategic document and not a 

planning document. The final version of the Local Plan will include Warwick University and 

Stoneleigh Park. 

 

Mr D Ellwood asked the Parish Council to consider ring fencing £3,000 for the Gateway 

project as it may be required to obtain a Counsel’s Opinion. He understands that Bubbenhall 

Parish Council has done the same but Baginton Parish Council is awaiting decisions before 

they are prepared to commit any budget. 

Mr J Mancini thought that all three Parish Councils should contribute the same amount. 

 

Mrs N Blagburn said she thought it would be a shame to miss out on the grant that has been 

offered to the Village for table tennis tables.  At present there appears to be a problem as to 

where these tables would be stored. Cllr L Fletcher said that the Village Hall Committee 

cannot find any room at present. Mrs Blagburn then asked if there might be room in the old 

referees hut. Cllr L Fletcher said that she suggests that a detailed plan as to where these may 

be stored be presented to the Village Hall Committee for them to consider. 

It was commented that outdoor tables are waterproof but are very heavy so it was thought 

that these would not be suitable. 

 

87. Reports 

Police Report 

The Police sent in the following report: 

 Between 1430 on Saturday 14th December and the morning of the 15th December an 

unknown offender forced entry into a secure shed in Stareton and entered an open 

cart shed. Offenders stole a chainsaw, a leaf blower and a strimmer and also some 

joints of meat from a freezer. 

 Between Wednesday 11th December and Saturday 14th December unknown offenders 

forced entry into a secure shed at a property on Chantry Heath Lane. A hedge 

trimmer, lawn mower and fuel container with fuel were stolen. 

  On the 22nd  December an unknown offender broke into a garage at a property near 

to the B4115. Offenders stole approximately twenty four bottles of Champagne, 

eighteen bottles of red wine and eighteen bottles of white wine. Offenders also broke 

into another outbuilding and stole the Christmas presents which were being stored 

out of sight. 

 

County Councillor W Redford 

Cllr W Redford presented the following report: 

 Warwickshire County Council is now consulting on the budget for 2014/15. Results 

will be reached in February. 

 He had today attended the WCC Highways seminar where he put forward a bid for 

£8,000 to implement a 20 mph speed limit in Ashow. This was not supported by the 

other members of the meeting. 

 He said he had been unable to identify any dialogue between Stoneleigh Park and 

WCC re the Highways improvements that Stoneleigh Park is considering. Clerk to 

contact Mr Colin Hooper to ascertain who at the WCC they have been liaising with. 

 The Officers of Warwickshire County Council have recently had a meeting with Cluff 

Industries re Underground Coal Gasification(UCG) who have not yet received a 

licence from the Coal Board. 
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Cllr D Wintle commented that this Parish Council has recently received notification from 

WCC re Warwickshire Minerals Plan. WCC confirmed that at present they do not have a 

policy for UCG. 

 

Cllr H Fryer asked if Cllr W Redford will resubmit the 20 mph speed limit in Ashow village. 

He confirmed that he would.  

 

District Councillor B. Mackay 

Cllr B. Mackay presented the following report: 

 Neighbourhood Plans- the Executive of WDC said that it awaits the outcome of the 

next and final round of consultation on the Community Governance review as 

directed by Regulatory Committee before agreeing any area designations for 

Stoneleigh and Ashow Neighbourhood Plan Area. This is likely to be March or April 

2014. Final parish boundary proposals are to be prepared in March 2014 by the 

Regulatory Committee Group. 

 The Government has announced a new era of growth and prosperity for city and 

counties. Coventry and Warwickshire City Deal has been set up and there are five 

boroughs including Warwickshire, Hinckley and Bosworth in this group. It is hoped 

that this City Deal will mark the beginning of a new era of growth and prosperity.  

The City Deal is expected to create more than 15,000 new jobs by 2025 including 8,800 

in the advanced manufacturing and engineering sector.  There will also be further 

expansion of an automotive industry test track at Fen End near Kenilworth. 

 

88. Finance 
 

a) Income/Expenditure 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

b) Bank Reconciliation  

At Co-operative Bank plc, Birmingham 

A/C 6101168500 (Current)      £980.44 

A/C 6101168550 (Instant Access)         £32.60 

A/C 6101168556 (14 Day Deposit)             £19,344.01 

      ________ 

                £20,357.05 

                                                                                ========== 

 

c) Cheques for Authorisation 

On the proposition of Councillor L. Fletcher, seconded by Councillor E. Mancini the accounts 

listed below were authorised for payment. 

 

301134 Xerox UK Ltd      £52.94 

301135 PA Maddison      £41.78 

301136 Ashow Village Club     £34.00 

301137 PA Maddison Dec& Exp   £518.29 

301138 HMRC       £93.00 

301139 Royal Mail    £303.60 

 

Income as shown in minute 76a 

Less Expenditure 31st December 2013 

 

£29,680.14 

  (9,323.09) 

 

 __________  

 £20,357.05  

 

 ==========  
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d) Budget 2014/15 

The budget for the next financial year April 2014-March 2015 was discussed.  

It was agreed to put in £3,000 as a special grant to be used for either Gateway project, HS2 or 

for Neighbourhood planning. The total precept for the year 2014/15 annexed as page 126  is 

£15,785,  which was proposed by Cllr J. Smith, seconded by Cllr D. Botterill and unanimously 

agreed .  

 

e) Budget 2013/14 

It was agreed that the special grant of £3,000 which is in the current budget but at present not 

spent will be ring fenced as it will probably be needed for Gateway. This was proposed by 

Cllr H. Fryer, seconded by Cllr J. Smith and unanimously agreed. 

 

89. Planning 

New Planning Application  

W13/1763 – Land to the rear of Holly Walk, Baginton 

Erection of a free school. 

The Parish Council Objects comments annexed as pages 127-128. 

 

Progress of Planning Applications 

W13/1460 – RASE, Stoneleigh Park, Kenilworth 

Alterations to fenestration and elevations; enlargement of existing internal first floor area by 

the addition of some 25 sq.m. of mezzanine style floor; installation of air source heat pumps 

and associated equipment. 

Planning Permission is Granted. 

W13/1558 – RASE, Stoneleigh Park, Kenilworth 

Application for approval of reserved matters following outline planning permission ref. 

W12/0766 for the erection of a Class A1/A3 Farmers Fayre Farm Shop and Restaurant 

Building with associated car parking, access and landscaping. 

Reserved Matters are Approved 

 

Cllr D Wintle expressed concern about the response submitted by Cannon Park Community 

Association (CPCA) in relation to planning application W13/1602- Submission of reserved 

matters (part) (access, appearance, layout and scale) under condition 1 of outline application 

W07/1120 (development Masterplan for the University of Warwick).  

 

Standing orders were suspended at 9.45 p.m. 

 

CPCA object to proposals that will improve highway safety for all users including 

pedestrians for the sake of their own selfish aim of preserving a rat run for commuters 

through Stoneleigh Road, Birmingham Road Stoneleigh and Stoneleigh Road to Baginton. 

Letter to be sent to Penny Butler Warwick District Council expressing the Parish Council’s 

concern. 

Standing Orders were reconvened at 9.47 p.m. 

 

90. Correspondence 

WALC - Newsletter 

Noted.   

WALC – Nomination for Attendance to Royal Garden Party 

It was unanimously agreed that Cllr R Hancox’s name to put forward for this nomination. 
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Local Councils Charter 

Noted.   

91. Standing Orders 

The new standing orders were proposed for adoption by Cllr D Botterill, seconded by Cllr J. 

Smith and unanimously agreed. 

92. Questions to Chairman 

Cllr D Wintle Informed the meeting that a resident of Stoneleigh had put in a request to the 

Community Forum (without the support of the Parish Council) for £6k to 

purchase a camera  to carry out speed checks in Stoneleigh.  At present this 

request remains unresolved but £2,800 has been put on one side by the 

Community Forum. Cllr D Wintle said that speeding is not just a problem in 

Stoneleigh but also in Stareton, Baginton, Bubbenhall and the surrounding 

roads. He thought it was a good idea to approach Baginton and Bubbenhall 

Parish Councils to see whether a joint Community Speed Watch could be set 

up between the three Parish Councils i.e. Stoneleigh, Baginton and 

Bubbenhall. This was agreed. 

 

93. Meetings 
The next Ordinary Meeting of the Parish Council will be held at 7.30 p.m. on the 13th February 

2014 at Council Chamber, University of Warwick, Kirby Corner Road, Coventry 

 

94. Closure 
The business having been completed the Chairman closed the meeting at 10. 06 p.m.  

 

 

Chairman 


