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0Minutes of an Ordinary Meeting held at University of Warwick, 

University House, Kirby Cross Corner on Thursday 12th June 2014 at 7.30 

p.m. 

 

PRESENT: Chairman – Cllr R. Hancox, Councillors D. Botterill, Mrs L. Fletcher, Mrs H Fryer, 

Ms T. Grant, Mrs J Mackenzie, J. Smith, D. Wintle, County Councillor W. Redford and District 

Councillor B. Mackay.  

 

APOLOGIES: There were no apologies. 

 

There were five members of the public present.  

21. Minutes 

The Minutes of the Annual Parish Council Meeting and Ordinary Meeting held on 8th May 

2014 were circulated and were signed by the Chairman.  

22. Co-option of Councillor for Stoneleigh Ward 

There had been one nomination for the vacancy in Stoneleigh Ward. This was Mrs Sue Crofts. 

 

The members of the public were asked to leave whilst this nomination was discussed. 

 

It was unanimously agreed that Mrs Sue Crofts be co-opted onto the Parish Council. 

The Chairman welcomed her to the meeting and asked her to join the other Parish 

Councillors once she had signed the Declaration of Acceptance. 

 

23. Matters Arising from Minutes 

Neighbourhood Planning 

Cllr D Wintle said that CPRE are encouraging villages to give their Neighbourhood Plan 

priority even though Warwick District Council has not confirmed their boundaries. It has 

been suggested that Warwick District Council has not conducted their consultation properly 

and may need to be done again. It may be advisable to apply for a new Neighbourhood 

Boundary excluding the University. 

 

Cllr T Grant said that she understands that the University are staying with their Master Plan 

which is already lodged with Warwick District Council. 

 

Cllr D Wintle also commented that it has been suggested that a joint Neighbourhood Plan 

(NP) be formed with Baginton and Bubbenhall as many of the issues affecting the villages are 

the same. 

 

Cllr J Mackenzie asked if the NP has to agree with the new proposed Local Plan. Cllr D 

Wintle told her that at present the NP has to agree with the strategic policies in the existing 

Local Plan but only has to take into account the evidence in the proposed one and not the 

strategic policies. 

 

Cllr H Fryer said she felt that the Parish Council need to formulate the reasoning behind 

joining with Baginton and Bubbenhall before a decision is taken. 

 

Cllr D Wintle responded that there is a lot in common across the Parishes e.g. traffic, Green 

Belt etc. 
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It must be remembered that there are a few residents living in University Ward who are not 

part of the University. This can be addressed at a later date. 

 

Cllr B Mackay suggested that it would be good for the four villages to merge and work 

together. This has just been proved when they worked together to fight the Gateway 

Application. A lot has been gained from this experience and he felt that they could build on 

this. Baginton appears to be a victim of the Local Plan; they were asked by Warwick District 

Council if they wished to remain in the Green Belt but subsequently found out that Warwick 

District Council had taken it out. To remain in the Green Belt helps to combat urban sprawl. 

Coventry and Warwickshire Gateway and Local Plan 

Cllr D Wintle informed the meeting that the Inquiry is now over. The Inspector has done a 

site visit and he is currently preparing his report. It is expected that the Secretary of State will 

make a decision by early December.  

 

Warwick District Council (WDC) has now published their Local Plan. One of the items 

forming part of this is to take the whole of the proposed Gateway development site out of the 

Green Belt.  This will enable them to put Gateway in as a sub-regional employment site, 

simply removing the planning protection afforded by being designated as Green Belt. Any 

comments to the Local Plan have to be submitted on WDC’s official form and a separate form 

needs to be used for each policy.  There is no need to send in separate representation but a 

single representation with the names and addresses of all who support it appended to the 

bottom of the form. It has been agreed to include residents from Ashow, Baginton, 

Bubbenhall and Stoneleigh and this will be co-ordinated by Bubbenhall. 

 

In May the ONS published the mid-2012 based population projections for all Local 

Authorities in England and Wales. This shows that in Warwick District the population 

growth by 2029 will be about 29% less than anticipated by the joint SHMA.  In view of this 

evidence Warwick District Council may be asked to withdraw the Local Plan. 

 

Cllr B Mackay said that it is very likely that WDC will have to withdraw the Plan on this ONS 

evidence. He said it is important to liaise with people assigned to the Local Plan like David 

Barber before the Parish Council makes their decisions. 

 

Cllr D Wintle said that following the closure of the Inquiry people were invited to meet with 

Jeremy Wright MP as several people had written to him directly about the Inquiry. Mr Jeremy 

Wright MP had also had discussions with the LEP in the light of the Inquiry and the Local 

Plan about removal of Gateway from the Green Belt.  Mr Wright had suggested that perhaps 

discussions with Sir Peter Rigby may help but it was decided it was better to challenge the 

Local Plan. 

 

Cllr B Mackay said that for 20 months Sir Peter Rigby was a front runner in the Gateway 

application and also Chairman of LEP. He felt that this was a conflict of interest. 

 

Bishop’s Tachbrook Parish Council has written to Mr Chris Elliott requesting that the Local 

Plan be withdrawn and reviews the population projections.  This document was supported 

by the Parish Council. 

HS2 - Petitioning 

The petition for HS2 was handed in by Cllr J Mackenzie. We do not know yet whether the 

petition has been accepted. 

 

24. Public Session 
Mr Blagburn said that after the last Neighbourhood Plan meeting he suggested that the whole 

process needs to be put on hold.  He was disappointed that the group responsible for traffic 
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have decided to form a Residents Association. If they continue along this route they will need 

to create a Village plan and a new questionnaire. WDC have still not sorted out the 

Boundaries and he feels that there is little support from WDC.  

The linking the three Parishes together to form a Neighbourhood Plan fills him with horror. 

The Housing Needs survey could be progressed; which is done by WDC. The 

Neighbourhood Plan committee have already looked at professional support and interviewed 

Kirkwall’s who are already assisting other Parish Councils. They were quite impressed with 

them. 

 

Mr D Ellwood made the following comments: 

 The Local Plan Consultation process – the Inspector will receive a copy of the draft 

document together with all representations and any amendments made by WDC. He 

felt that there is little point in asking for WDC to withdraw the Local Plan. 

 The  LEP – Strategic Economic Plan contained a reference to a Joint Employment 

Land Review 2014 but it would appear that this has not yet been published. He has 

asked Mr D Barber of Warwick District Council to confirm this. It appears that WDC 

is consulting against evidence that is not yet available. 

 In his opinion a meeting with Mr D Barber will do no harm but is unlikely to do any 

good. 

 He commented that it is difficult for Mr Jeremy Wright MP to do anything with the 

Local Plan. 

 It was said at the Public Inquiry that  Sir Peter Rigby had taken no part in decisions 

concerned with Gateway  while he was Chairman of the LEP. However the 

governance provisions of the LEP required only  that he withdrew before a vote on a 

matter in which there was a conflict of interest.. 

 The LEP were transparent but in September 2012 it was formed into a limited 

company thereby making it much less transparent 

 In his view more notice would be taken if the three Parishes joined together to do a 

Neighbourhood Plan. It has been said that Warwick District Council have said that if 

the joint plan is being looked at as a tool against Gateway then it is too late. That 

might be right but there are good grounds for thinking that it might not. He 

considered that it should be progressed as soon as possible. 

The Parish Council had a vote to establish if they were willing to explore the possibility of 

forming a joint Neighbourhood Plan. The majority of Councillors were in favour of this 

action. 

25. Reports 

Police Report 

The following report was received from the Police: 

 Between 2300 hours on Friday 23rd May and approximately 0140 hours on Saturday 

24th May an unknown offender stole a “62” plate Volkswagen Caddy Van and 

contents from outside a property on The Green in Stoneleigh. The vehicle was found 

having been set fire in Bosworth Close, Baginton. Warwickshire Police were notified 

of the vehicle being on fire in Bosworth Close by the Fire and Rescue Service. 

 

County Councillor W Redford 
Cllr W Redford said that Warwickshire County Council now have monies to make some 

Highways Repairs. If anyone is aware of any roads that need attention please advise Cllr 

Redford. 

 

Cllr L Fletcher wishes to thank the Warwickshire County Council for clearing the path in Hall 

Close. They have done a super job. 

 

District Councillor B. Mackay 
Cllr B. Mackay had nothing further to report. 
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26. Finance 
 

a) Income/Expenditure 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

b) Bank Reconciliation  

At Co-operative Bank plc, Birmingham 

A/C 6101168500 (Current)                 £1,000.42 

A/C 6101168550 (Instant Access)     £2,032.82 

A/C 6101168556 (14 Day Deposit)              £19,352.88 

      ________ 

                  £22,386.12 

                                                                                    ========== 

 

c) Cheques for Authorisation 

On the proposition of Councillor L. Fletcher, seconded by Councillor T. Grant the accounts 

listed below were authorised for payment. 

 

301162  Ashow Church    £500.00 

301163  Stoneleigh Church   £500.00 

301164  Stoneleigh & Ashow News  £300.00 

301165  Aon UK Ltd    £446.18 

301166  WDC (Rural Lighting)   £180.89 

301167  PA Maddison May Sal & Exp  £506.78 

301168  J Mackenzie      £20.00 

 

27. Planning 

New Planning Application  

W14/0718LB  - Orchard Cottage, 11 Birmingham Road, Stoneleigh 

Currently above the first floor window in the gable end of the property there is a cement post 

where originally there would have been a wooden post. It is intended as part of general 

restoration work to this face of the property to replace the concrete post with a solid oak post, 

thus restoring it to its original state. 

No Observations. 

Grid Reference 432100.272871 – Land Adjacent Kings Wood, Stoneleigh 

Anaerobic Digester and associated infrastructure, including direct wire electricity connection 

and heat ducting connection to Stoneleigh Park and gas pipeline to the gas grid. 

The Parish Council Objects to this Planning Application. Comments annexed as pages   

18-21. 

  

Income as shown in minute 15a 

Interest 

VAT Refund 

Concurrent 

Precept 

Less Expenditure 31st May 2014 

 

 £17,540.20 

          £0.19 

      £214.92 

      £180.00 

   £7,901.00 

   (3,450.19) 

 

 __________  

 £22,386.12  

 

 ==========  
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W14/0821  - Rocky Lane Lodge, Rocky Lane, Ashow 

Erection of a single storey side extension (amended design). 

No Observations. 

 

Progress of Planning Applications 

W14/0380 – Stoneleigh Park, Stoneleigh 

To extend camping licence to allow 1340 tents/caravans pitches within the Showground for a 

temporary period between 23rd to 28th May 2014. 

Planning Permission is Granted. 

W14/0429 – Rocky Lane Lodge, Rocky Lane, Ashow 

Erection of a single storey side extension. 

The above application has been withdrawn. 

W14/0540LB – Stoneleigh Village Club, Vicarage Road,  Stoneleigh 

Demolition of chimney stack to a height of approximately 6 feet plus external alterations. 

Building Consent is Granted. 

W14/0547LB – 12 Coventry Road, Stoneleigh 

Remedial repairs to external timber frame, rebuilding of some displaced brick infill panels 

and formation of new first floor bathroom. 

Building Consent is Granted. 

 

28. Risk Assessment  
Resolution was unanimously passed to accept the proposed Risk Assessment which is 

annexed as page 17. 

 

29. Correspondence 

Warwickshire County Council – Fostering in Warwickshire 

Noted.   

WALC Newsletter 

Noted. 

 

30. Questions to Chairman 
 

Cllr J Mackenzie Informed the meeting that SITA did not turn up to collect the refuse 

on Monday 9th June.  After a telephone call to SITA Cllr Mackenzie 

was told that the missed collection would take place within the next 

48 hours. As they had not turned up by 4.50 p.m. on Wednesday a 

further contact was made to SITA who said that it was too late now 

for them to do anything.  Now there are only fortnightly collections 

any missed ones are more of an issue. The refuse was finally 

collected on Thursday. It would appear that the initial problem was 

caused by a break-down of a truck but it was felt that SITA should 

have prioritised its collection. Disappointing performance by SITA. 

Warwick District Council has been informed. 

 

Cllr J Smith Informed the meeting that the complaints about noise in Crackley 

Wood were a wedding party. 
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Cllr R Hancox Told the meeting that he has been approached by Mr John Astle to 

ask if he can be the Parish Council’s representative on the Coventry 

Airport Committee. This was unanimously agreed. (At present he is 

on the committee but as a representative of Campaign against 

Airport Expansion). 

 

 Also he wished to inform the meeting that Coventry City Council is 

closing Gibbet Hill Road from the end of June until October whilst 

improvements are being carried out. 

 

 The Community Forum has agreed a grant of £2,685.57 for the 

Stoneleigh Community Speedwatch. This money will not be released 

until the Parish Council confirms to the Community Forum that they 

have taken out the appropriate insurance. Cllr R Hancox agreed to 

establish the exact cost of the equipment needing cover. 

 

Cllr J Mackenzie commented that she felt that this was a total waste of Council’s money 

 

31. Meetings 
The next Ordinary Meeting of the Parish Council will be held at 7.30 p.m. on the 10th July 2014 

at Ashow Village Club, Ashow. 

 

32. Closure 
The business having been completed the Chairman closed the meeting at 10.35 p.m.  

 

 

Chairman 


