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Minutes of an Ordinary Meeting held at Stoneleigh Village Hall, 

Stoneleigh on Thursday 11th June 2015 at 7.30 p.m. 

PRESENT: Chairman – Cllr R. Hancox, Councillors Mrs S. Crofts, Mrs H. Fryer, Mrs J. 

Mackenzie, Mrs S Malone, D. Wintle, County Councillor W Redford and District Councillors 

N Harrington and Mrs P Redford. 

 

IN ATTENDANCE: Mr C Hooper- LaSalle. 

 

There were five members of the public present.  

22. Minutes 

The Minutes of the Annual General Meeting and the Ordinary Meeting held on 14th May 2015 

were circulated and were signed by the Chairman.  

23. Mr Colin Hooper 

Mr C Hooper gave the following update on activities at the Showground: 

 

 The planning application for the Anaerobic Digester has been withdrawn. Further 

strategy is being considered 

 They now have planning permission for a campsite on the Showground but it is 

unlikely to proceed due to the impending HS2. 

 The Farmers Fayre is moving to new premises in mid-September. It is later than at 

first planned but there is more work on the premises to do than was anticipated. 

 Discussions on the assurance document for HS2 is ongoing and protracted. 

 Grandstand Events have rebranded as NAEC with effect from 1st April 2015. There is 

now a new all-weather equine surface and £1m has been spent on refurbishing. Event 

traffic issues have been responded to by email as the Managing Director Helena Pettit 

was unable to attend the meeting. This is annexed as pages 20-21. 

 

Cllr D Wintle asked when it is likely that the new bridge is to be commenced. Mr Hooper 

responded that until the plans for HS2 were finalised LaSalle would not authorise funding for 

these improvements to the Showground. 

Cllr D Wintle also expressed concern about the signage for the re-branding. Mr Hooper 

commented that they are pressing WCC for a resolution so that the road signs can be 

replaced.  

 

Cllr H Fryer asked whether this also meant that the roundabout for the main entrance on the 

B4113 will not go ahead either and Mr Hooper responded that was correct. 

 

Cllr J Mackenzie asked if LaSalle are going to prepare a new Masterplan. Mr Hooper said 

they are but at present there is no timescale to produce one. Cllr Mackenzie then asked if they 

were still going to send in further planning applications. Mr Hooper said that they would 

under the existing Masterplan. The new Masterplan would not commence until the 

Assurance Document has been signed by HS2. 

 

Cllr N Harrington said that there are lots of events taking place at the Showground that have 

nothing to do with agriculture. Mr Hooper responded by saying that this was the 

responsibility of their tenant GrandStand Events. Cllr J Mackenzie commented that surely the 

land owner had to give consent to their tenant. She said that whether the events had 400 or 

10,000 people attending, no road closures or diversions have been put into place. 

 

Cllr S Malone informed the meeting that she has some video of the traffic chaos in Stoneleigh 

village caused by events at the Showground. She then went on to say that on the 9th May 2014 

the MG Show caused havoc. After having dialogue with GrandStand Events they said that 
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they had received more visitors than expected but would deal with the traffic for future 

shows. The MG events in 2015 was exactly the same. It was obvious that nothing had been 

done. She is concerned about the impact of traffic for the Race for Life Events being held on 

the 27th and 28th June. 

 

Mr D Ellwood said that the comment from GrandStand seems to be that they will review next 

year. It appears that the old ones come back year on year together with their nuisance. When 

the Royal Show was on, the road was closed through the village and was manned by the 

Police. Do we assume that GrandStand Events will not pay for this. The car boot sales cause 

horrendous problems on a regular basis. 

 

Cllr J Mackenzie complained about the mud on the road. She said that the weather forecasts 

are fairly accurate so GrandStand Events should have road sweepers on stand-by if this is 

likely to happen. 

 

Mr J Mancini asked when Gate 3 is open. Mr Hooper responded by saying that this gate is 

only opened during Events and in an emergency. Also Mr Mancini commented that the 

Showground some time ago offered to pay for a “Gateway” either side of the village. If this 

was actioned will it slow the traffic down? 

 

Cllr J Mackenzie that the Parish Council should put in a formal complaint about the Events 

Management for the lack of Management. Cllr W Redford agreed to take this forward. 

 

Mrs L Fletcher said that she felt that the traffic had been managed well for the Kenilworth 

Show.   

24. Code of Conduct 

The new Code of Conduct was adopted at this meeting. This is annexed as pages 22-24. 

25. Matters Arising from Minutes 

Neighbourhood Planning 

Cllr D Wintle produced a written summary which is annexed as page 25-26. 

 

Cllr J Mackenzie asked if we were now contractually bound to Kirkwells. Cllr D Wintle 

responded saying that we are unable officially to appoint anyone until we have notification 

that we have been successful in applying for the grant. Cllr D Wintle said that he has applied 

to Locality for the grant. 

 

Cllr H Fryer asked if it was £6k that had been applied for and commented that we can apply 

for up to four times but the money has to be spent within six months of receiving the grant 

otherwise the money has to be returned. She also said that we have not circulated a printed 

copy of the application. Cllr D Wintle said he has screen grabs rather than a copy of the 

document but he would circulate these. 

 

Cllr J Mackenzie asked that when the money has been received could the Parish Councillors 

have a timetable on what has to be achieved. Cllr D Wintle agreed to have this circulated. 

 

Cllr D Wintle said that we need to discuss the Housing Needs Survey, which if we wish to go 

ahead will be organised by Warwick Rural Community Council (WRCC) and the only 

information that the Parish Council receives is a summary. After discussion it was agreed that 

we should go ahead with this survey. It was agreed that a comment be put in the Stoneleigh 

and Ashow’s newsletter to make people aware that they will shortly be receiving a 

questionnaire and that it will form part of our Neighbourhood Plan. 
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Cllr H Fryer suggested that Mr Ray Bullen (Bishop’s Tachbrook PC) be invited to the next 

meeting to talk and give advice to us about housing as he is an expert in housing. This was 

agreed.  

Local Plan 

Cllr D Wintle produced a written update from the Community Group which is annexed as 

page 27. 

 

Warwick District Council have two options; one is the non-adoption of the plan and the other 

is to withdraw the plan. It was rejected on the initial assessment due to inadequate housing 

and “Duty to Co-operate”. The other alternative is for WDC to write to the Secretary of State 

and get the Local Plan called in. This would then allow the Local Plan to go into the public 

domain but this is a very unique option. This could delay the Local Plan by another 12 

months. Under the “Strategic Housing Allocations if there are more houses included then the 

amendments will have to go to Public Consultation. At this stage there is no idea of the 

timescale. It would appear that the conclusion is that there is a difference of opinion between 

the Inspector and WDC. 

 

Cllr D Wintle commented that if it gets called in by the Secretary of State then a different 

Inspector would be appointed who might agree with WDC’s approach. 

Compensation HS2 – Community Benefit Fund 

We have been asked by Warwickshire County Council to put forward any ideas that would 

benefit our community re the above. Several traffic improvements in the area were suggested 

and Cllr R Hancox agreed to co-ordinate these and get approximate costing. 

HS2 Update 

Cllr H Fryer circulated a report which is annexed as pages 28-30. 

Village Hall Committee 

Cllr S Malone circulated a report of the recently held Village Hall Committee which is 

annexed as page 31. 

26. Public Session 

Mrs L Fletcher asked the following questions: 

 Does the Housing Needs Survey made it clear that no one was committed from their 

answers on the survey. Cllr D Wintle said yes the survey made it clear.  

 She also asked if the SpeedGun would be used on the Coventry Road and are 

motorcycles picked up. The answers to these questions were, yes, motorcycles are 

picked up and Coventry Road will be surveyed providing a safe location can be 

identified.  

 What progress has been made with locating the litter bin? Cllr R Hancox replied that 

he had been awaiting a letter from the owner of the land which he has received 

tonight. This will now be able to be taken forward. 

Mr D. Ellwood made the following comments: 

 He thought that a by-pass for Stoneleigh Village was worth pursuing and that it 

should be taken up with Warwickshire County Council. Cllr W Redford agreed to 

action. 

 He asked Cllr N Harrington who had taken the decision at Warwick District Council 

re the letter of the 8th June to ask for the Local Plan to be called in by the Government. 

Cllr Harrington responded by saying he did not know. Mr Ellwood informed the 

meeting that both North Somerset and Maldon had had their Local Plan called in. 
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 He suggested that we start again with a second litter bin for Stoneleigh Village and 

Cllr P Redford agreed to liaise with the Clerk. 

 Also would the Parish Council ask Warwickshire County Council to cut the grass 

verge at the bottom of Church Lane. 

Mr J Mancini asked if additional play equipment could be purchased as there is very little for 

the younger children. Cllr S Malone responded that at a meeting of the Village Hall that she 

recently attended the play equipment was discussedand this is going to be their next project. 

He also asked if the meeting had yet been arranged to discuss the traffic along Birmingham 

Road. Cllr W Redford said he was just arranging it. Since the meeting the date of this meeting 

has been arranged for the 2nd July.   

27. Reports 

Police Report 

The Police had sent in the following: 

 Between 1100 hours and 1500 hours on Monday 4th May an unknown offender stole a 

secure F registration red Ford Escort RS Turbo that was parked in a field on the 

Stoneleigh Park estate. 

County Councillor W Redford 

Cllr W Redford gave the following report: 

 The flooding at the junction of Hall Close was due to blocked drains; this is being 

dealt with. 

 The repairs needed in Birmingham Road will be dealt with in the near future. 

 He confirmed that the traffic surveys that the County Council have are out of date 

but confirmed that they will not be willing to carry out further surveys whilst the 

work is on-going at the TollBar Island. 

 He confirmed that the flooding in Grove Lane Ashow will be rectified by a storm 

drain connecting to a gully. 

 Cllr W Redford has confirmed that the Birmingham Road petition had been dealt 

with in accordance with the guidance for Warwickshire County Council. 

 

Cllr D Wintle asked if Cllr Redford knew who had recently carried out traffic surveys in the 

area and what they are for. There have been rubber tubes across the B4115 and also at the 

mini roundabout by Dalehouse Lane.  

 

Cllr S Malone asked what document there is that states that there is no overall support for the 

closure of the Birmingham Road. 

 

Standing orders were suspended at 9.40 p.m. 

 

Mr Mancini ask Cllr Redford if he would check to make sure that the Petition was on the 

web-site. 

 

Mr D Ellwood commented that two letters had been sent to Warwickshire County Council; 

one from Stoneleigh Parish Council supporting the Petition and one from Ashow Parish 

Council not supporting it. 

 

Standing orders were re-instated at 9.45 p.m. 

District Councillor N Harrington 

Cllr N Harrington sent in prior to the meeting the following written report which is annexed 

as pages 32-42. 
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28. Finance 
 

a) Income/Expenditure 

 

 

 

 

 

 

b) Bank Reconciliation  

At Co-operative Bank plc, Birmingham 

A/C 6101168500 (Current)                   £4,944.39 

A/C 6101168550 (Instant Access)          £261.09    

A/C 6101168556 (14 Day Deposit)                £22,372.16 

      ________ 

                    £27,577.64 

                                                                                    ========== 

 

c) Cheques paid in May 

301218 Stoneleigh Village Hall    £141.00 

301219 L Best         £60.00 

301220 WALC        £269.00 

301221 Aon UK Ltd     £446.17 

301222 PA Maddison May Sal & Exp      £544.15 

Cheques for Authorisation 

On the proposition of Councillor D Wintle and seconded by Councillor S. Crofts the accounts 

listed below were authorised for payment. 

 

301219 L Best 

301220 WALC 

29. Planning 

New Planning Application  

W15/0726 – Oaks Hollow, Grove Farm Road, Ashow 

Application for a certificate of lawfulness for an existing metal storage container. 

Warwick District Council had not advised the Parish Council about this application. On 

contacting the case officer Ms Emma Spandley the Clerk was informed that for this 

application the Parish Council are not invited to comment. However the following 

comments have been sent from the Parish Council 

We are concerned about this application and would make the following comments: 

The property has been the subject of several planning applications and the existence of 

this structure is not evidences on any of the site plans submitted to support these 

applications. Planning officers would have attended the site and the existence of any 

unlicensed structures in the area subject to the application would have been evident and 

appropriate action taken at that time.  The previous applications have been subjected to a 

validation procedure as well as site inspection and it is expected that these are required to 

meet standards of veracity and legality.  

  

Income as shown in minute 16a 

Bank Interest 

Less Expenditure 31st May 2015 

 

 £31,587.46 

£0.06 

(4,009.88) 

 

 __________  

 £27,577.64  

 

 ==========  
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The structure is in the green belt over hung by a mature oak tree and whilst 

not an unreasonable site for a temporary building it is not a suitable location for a 

permanent structure. Given that the existence of this building has been omitted from plans 

submitted to WDC planning office its existence cannot be confirmed.  

Further comments annexed as pages 44-45. 

W15/0856 Field House, Grove Farm Road, Ashow 

Erection of a single storey side extension. 

Parish Council Objects – comments annexed as pages 46-48. 

 

Progress of Planning Applications 

W15/0552 – 11 Coventry Road, Stoneleigh 

Erection of a single storey rear extension. 

Planning Permission is Refused 

W15/0565LB – Pear Tree Cottage, 5 Vicarage Road, Stoneleigh 

Proposed extension to dwelling forming larger kitchen, larger office, utility, boiler store and 

guest room from existing utility. Proposed to in-fill the window to the rear elevation to form 

ground floor W/C. Proposed first floor en-suite and replanned bathroom and proposed front 

dormer to bedroom (revised scheme to W13/0602 LB) 

Listed Building Consent is Granted 

30. Risk Assessment 

Resolution was unanimously passed to accept the proposed Risk Assessment which is 

annexed as page 43. 

31. What is a Parish Council 

It would appear that there are a number of residents who do not know what the Parish 

Council does. It was agreed to try and give more information to the residents . Ashow village 

already have a list of email addresses that the Ashow Councillors use to inform their 

residents. It was agreed to try and set up a similar list in Stoneleigh village. 

32. Questions to Chairman 

Cllr S Crofts Commented that there do not appear to be any litter bins in 

the lay-bys on the B4113 and B4115. When she parks there to 

walk her dog she often collects the litter and takes it home 

with her. She asked who she should contact about this 

problem. She was told that Warwick District Council have a 

litter collection hot squad or she can contact  Warwickshire 

County Council Fly-Tipping. She agreed to follow this up. 

33. Meetings 

The next Ordinary Meeting of the Parish Council will be held at 7.00 p.m. on the 9th July 

2015. This will be held at Ashow Village Club, Ashow 

 

34. Closure 
The business having been completed the Chairman closed the meeting at 10.25 p.m.  

 

 

Chairman 


