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Minutes of an Ordinary Meeting held at Ashow Village Club, Ashow at 

7.30 p.m. on the 13th March 2014. 

 

PRESENT: Chairman – Cllr R. Hancox, Councillors D. Botterill, Mrs L. Fletcher, Mrs H Fryer, 

Ms T. Grant, Mrs J Mackenzie and D. Wintle. County Councillor W. Redford and District 

Councillor B. Mackay. 

 

APOLOGIES: Councillors P. Lam and J. Smith. 

 

IN ATTENDANCE: Mr & Mrs Jervis 

 

There were four members of the public present.  

105. Minutes 

The Minutes of the Ordinary Meeting held on 13th February 2014 were circulated and were 

signed by the Chairman.  

106. Mr Jervis 

 

Standing Orders were suspended at 7.40 p.m. 

 

Mr Jervis had previously sent a letter to the Parish Council which is annexed as pages 141-

142. He went on to explain that his wife’s family had farmed Dial House Farm in Ashow for 

several generations. The Jervis family own the arable land at Dial House Farm. He and his 

wife would very much like to retire to Ashow and he is seeking the view of the Parish 

Council and the residents of Ashow as to whether or not they would support him building  a 

few properties on three acres of his land.  

Cllr R Hancox stated that the Parish Council were guided by what is in the Warwick District 

Council’s Local Plan which at the moment is out for consultation. This land is outside the 

village envelope and outside the conservation area but is in the Green Belt.  He also 

commented that the whole of Ashow Village has been consulted and of the 44 properties 26 

have responded, all negatively. 

 

Cllr J Mackenzie declared an interest as she is a landowner in Ashow Village. 

 

Cllr H Fryer said that they would be very welcome to come and live in Ashow village as at 

the moment there are six properties for sale at various price ranges. She continued to say that 

most of the residents supported what is in the new Local Plan which would only consider 

infills within the Village Envelope. Warwick District Council is preserving this original 

boundary. 

 

Cllr D Wintle commented that the Local Plan has four tiers of villages and Ashow is at the 

bottom and classed as a hamlet. As Ashow does not have any amenities to support additional 

houses it would seem unlikely that Warwick District Council would support a planning 

application for these proposed new dwellings as they would be remote from the rest of the 

village. Cllr D Wintle suggested to Mr Jervis that he speaks with Warwick District Council. 

 

Mr W Blagburn commented that when drawing up the Neighbourhood Plan one of the 

processes is for housing needs survey. If a need was identified for more houses then this may 

be a possibility. Cllr D Wintle responded that even if more houses were identified for the 

village then Warwick District Council would still need to approve any area that had been 

identified. 
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Mr D Ellwood asked Mr Jervis how many houses he was considering building and he 

responded possibly between six and eight. 

Standing Orders were re-instated at 8.10 p.m. 

107. Cannon Park Residents Association 

No response had been received to the invitation for Cannon Park Residents Association to 

attend a Parish Council meeting. A further letter to be sent. 

108. Co-option of Councillor for Stoneleigh Ward 

There have been no nominations for this vacant position. Re advertises for another Stoneleigh 

Councillor in the Stoneleigh and Ashow News. 

 

109. Matters Arising from Minutes 

Neighbourhood Planning 

Cllr D Wintle gave the following update on Neighbourhood Planning: 

 

The boundary of the Neighbourhood Plan area is still be settled by Warwick District Council 

(WDC). Whilst we are awaiting the outcome we are only able to gather information together.  

 

Standing Orders were suspended at 8.13 p.m. 

 

Mr W Blagburn said that Cllr J Smith recently raised a very valid point that University Ward 

may be linked to Burton Green Ward. He thought that Burton Green would welcome the 

University in their Neighbourhood Plan. Mr Blagburn also said that the University had opted 

out of any Neighbourhood Plan but this request had been rejected. 

 

Cllr D Wintle commented that either the University would join Burton Green Ward or form a 

Parish on their own. Consultation confirming this is due very soon. 

 

Cllr B Mackay remarked that the Boundaries review is a 12 week consultation and already 6 

weeks has elapsed. He thinks that the University Ward will end up being part of Burton 

Green by default but he would prefer to see the University staying with this Parish Council.  

He thought perhaps that there has not been enough effort to try and retain the University. 

 

Cllr T Grant said that the University were finding it difficult to say who it should be part of. 

The University’s development plans have impacts on both Parish Councils. The University 

Councillors have been able to contribute significantly to the existing Parish Council. 

 

Cllr D Wintle commented that it appears that there has been a lot of play between Parishes 

and Wards and District and Parish Councils. As the University is in Abbey Ward Kenilworth 

the District Council thinks it should automatically go to Burton Green .Cllr Wintle also said 

that we have been led to believe that there is a consultation going on for University Ward. 

Cllr B Mackay said that he was not aware of this but would make enquiries. 

 

It was suggested that Stephen Hay be asked about this consultation. 

 

Standing Orders were re-instated at 8.25 p.m. 

Coventry and Warwickshire Gateway 

Cllr D Wintle informed the meeting of the progress to date on the Gateway application: 

 

The Proof of Evidence has now been printed and the required 8 copies have been delivered 

and are with the Applicant and the Planning Inspector. Leaflets and fliers have been printed 

for the public meeting on the 21st March. Banners also have been ordered for the outskirts of 
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the villages. In view of the length of the Enquiry a recording facility has been purchased as 

not all the Rule 6 attendees will be available to attend the proceedings every day. 

Approximately £2,000 will have been spent and this will be split across Baginton, Bubbenhall 

and Stoneleigh. 

Mr Wintle also commented that the Applicant has spent a lot of money on this application. 

The latest set of accounts show that the Developer borrowed £2.3m and spent £2.5m and is 

still continuing to spend. A new Planning Consultant has been employed by the Applicant. 

 

We are awaiting the timetable from the Inspector of the running order of the events. 

Meadows Society 

Cllr R Hancox met with the Meadows Society who wished to thank the Parish Council for 

their consideration with the request of financial help but the Meadows Society has now 

withdrawn their request. 

Anaerobic Digester 

Cllrs H Fryer and J Mackenzie attended the consultation on the proposed anaerobic digester 

(AD) at Stoneleigh Park. The presentation is annexed as pages 143-149. This is a proposal to 

install a 1.4 megawatt AD which will use 50% vegetable waste and 50% maize crop for fuel. 

The following points are relevant: 

 The reason for the plant is given solely as being to comply with the planning consent 

for Stoneleigh Park which requires 10% of energy used to be from renewables. 

 Stoneleigh Park already has consent for an AD at the farm actually on Stoneleigh 

Park main site. There is no information as to how much energy requirement will be 

satisfied by this plant. 

 The plans are lacking in detail and entirely ignore HS2. 

 The site is Green Belt and quality agricultural land. 

 Whilst waste fed AD’s are considered “green”, there are very serious concerns about 

crop fed ADS. From a global view point turning land over to fuel crops reduces the 

land available for food crops and thus could be said to indirectly result in cutting 

down more of the rain forests in South America to compensate. At a local level it can 

increase animal feed costs if local farmers turn their fields over to maize. 

 There was some confusion as to the average number of vehicles accessing the site but 

there may be as many as 45 a day in the harvest period. 

 The Government ‘s own consultation document on renewable energy states; Guide 

Proposals for large scale CAD plants to process agricultural residues and which are 

operated on a commercial (or merchant) basis and intended to accept material from a 

wide area will generally not be suitable for farm based locations. These proposals are 

likely to be more suitable in an industrial setting or in association with an existing 

industrial enterprise such as a large scale food processing facility or industrial dairy. 

 There is also concern that there are already too many of these units in the West 

Midlands area (Tenant Farmers Association). Transporting the fuel over long 

distances challenges the “green” credentials of these units. 

Cllrs H Fryer and J Mackenzie have arranged a meeting with Mr Gary Fisher (WDC) to 

discuss this.  

Cllr D Wintle commented that the Officers at WDC do not appear to know about these ADS. 

 

Cllr H Fryer said that Stoneleigh Park already have solar panels on some of their buildings. 

She also said that any surplus electricity from the AD would go into the main network. 

 

It was agreed that the Parish Council’s comments be sent to HarrisLamb. A copy of these is 

annexed as page 154. 
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HS2 – Petitioning Seminar 

Mr Robin Fryer attended a seminar in Atherston representing the parish Council on HS2 

Petitioning. A summary of this is annexed as pages 150-152. 

 

It was agreed that the Parish Council adopts the petition in case STAG are not recognised. 

 

110. Public Session 
Mr D Ellwood asked Cllr D Wintle who has replaced Oxalis for the Gateway Applicant. Cllr 

D Wintle said that Quod was appointed in January 2014. The proof is presented by Mr John 

Stuart Rhodes, a Director of Quod. Quod is a relatively new London firm but they have some 

impressive personnel. Mr Rhodes appears to be a bit of a planning inquiry specialist. 

 

Mr W Blagburn asked if Mr Stephen Hay could be invited to the May meeting which should 

be beneficial for the progression of the Neighbourhood Plan. 

 

111. Unitary Authority 
Cllr W Redford informed the meeting that Warwickshire County Council (WCC)  debated 

becoming a Unitary Authority at their February meeting. It was agreed that WCC would 

support this and they now have to consult all the District Councils. If they get agreement then 

the Parish Councils will be consulted. All parties have to agree before acquiring Secretary of 

State approval. Cllr B Mackay said he thought that Warwick District Council will not support 

this. 

 

112. Reports 

Police Report 

No report from the Police. 

 

County Councillor W Redford 
Cllr W Redford gave the following report: 

 There has been £100m cut from their budget. There is a vast amount of pot-holes that 

need attention. If you notice any please bring them to the attention of the Highways 

Department. 

 A letter has been received from Mr C Simpson –Principal Engineer-Highways in 

response to the Parish Council’s request as to why the Stoneleigh Park Gate 3 access 

upgrade has not commenced.  A copy of the letter is annexed as page 153. As the 

letter states, the work was suspended in September 2013 at the Consultant’s request. 

Letter to be sent to Mr Colin Hooper asking for clarification. 

 Warwickshire County Council are having problems with Western Power as WCC are 

keen not to waste money but there is a lack of information about the construction of 

HS2 and they do not wish to commence  any work which subsequently will need to 

be altered.  

 

District Councillor B. Mackay 
Cllr B. Mackay gave the following report: 

 Baginton Free School has now obtained planning permission after submitting a 

planning application three times. 

Cllr D Wintle asked Cllr B Mackay about the previous objections to this planning application. 

There were numerous objections to the previous planning application but only one was 

recorded by the Officer and that was contamination. The site investigation report says when 

they find out what the contamination is, they will then deal with it. 
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Cllr B Mackay said that if there was a different group of people assessing the planning 

application they would not consider what had gone before. They would only consider the one 

objection. 

 

Standing Orders were suspended at 9.47 p.m. 

 

Mr D Ellwood commented that he was alarmed by the comment made by Cllr B Mackay that 

if an application goes in and is considered by a different group of Councillors that they will 

only consider the one recorded comment. Mr Ellwood said it cannot be right not to consider 

the previous objections. 

 

Standing orders were re-instated at 9.50 p.m. 

 

113. Finance 
 

a) Income/Expenditure 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

b) Bank Reconciliation  

At Co-operative Bank plc, Birmingham 

A/C 6101168500 (Current)      £582.70 

A/C 6101168550 (Instant Access)         £32.60 

A/C 6101168556 (14 Day Deposit)             £18,344.01 

      ________ 

                £18,959.31 

                                                                                    ========== 

 

c) Cheques for Authorisation 

On the proposition of Councillor L. Fletcher, seconded by Councillor J. Mackenzie the 

accounts listed below were authorised for payment. 

 

301144  WALC          £40.00 

301145  PA Maddison Feb Sal & Exp  £514.91 

301146  HMRC       £93.00 

301147 Diane Malley      £12.45 

301148 Ashow Village Club     £60.00 

d) Internal Auditor 

It was unanimously agreed that Louise Best should carry out the Internal Audit. Louise is a 

qualified accountant and has also been a Parish Clerk. 

 

  

Income as shown in minute 99a 

Less Expenditure 28th February 2014 

 

£29,680.14 

 (10,720.83) 

 

 __________  

 £18,959.31  

 

 ==========  
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114. Planning 
New Planning Application  

W13/1586 – Alvis Sports Ground, Green Lane, Finham 

Re siting of dugouts and construction of grandstand for 50 covered seats. 
 

We are unhappy about the lack of information on the portal and hence, on the advice of the 

planning officer; 

We object because there is inadequate information to conclude what the impact will be on 

the trees and given that they are assessed as top quality trees they should not be removed. 

It appears there are other places where the stand could be located  and these should be 

considered . We would prefer the stand and seating to be dark green rather that grey to 

blend into the landscape. 

 

Progress of Planning Applications 

W14/0031 – University of Warwick, Scarman Road 

Application for the variation of conditions 2 and 3 of planning permission ref W13/0188. 

Variation Condition is Granted. 

 

115. Questions to Chairman 
Cllr D Wintle Informed the meeting that work has been started on Tollbar End roundabout. 

Included in these road works is an improved access to local businesses and 

Coventry Airport by changing the junction of Siskin Drive and Rowley Road 

from a roundabout to a traffic light controlled junction. At present there is 

chaos at Siskin Drive and Parcelforce staff are having great difficulty in 

getting to and from work. There is talk that there may be a suggestion that 

the emergency access route to Parcelforce be opened to allow staff cars to get 

to the depot 

. None of the Gateway proposals are being incorporated in these road improvements. 

 

 

116. Meetings 
The next Ordinary Meeting of the Parish Council will be held at 7.30 p.m. on the 10th April 

2014 at Stoneleigh Village Hall, Stoneleigh. 

 

117. Closure 
The business having been completed the Chairman closed the meeting at 10.08 p.m.  

 

 

Chairman 

 

 


