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Minutes of an Ordinary Meeting held at Stoneleigh Village Hall, 

Stoneleigh on Thursday 14th May 2015 at 7.30 p.m. 

PRESENT: Chairman – Cllr R. Hancox, Councillors Mrs S. Crofts, Mrs H. Fryer, Mrs J. 

Mackenzie, Mrs S Malone, D. Wintle, County Councillor W Redford and District Councillor N 

Harrington. 

 

APOLOGIES: District Councillor Mrs P Redford. 

 

There were seven members of the public present.  

Cllr R Hancox welcomed the new Parish Councillor Mrs Sue Malone and also the District 

Councillor Nick Harrington to the meeting. 

He also wished to thank the outgoing Councillor Mrs L Fletcher for all the work and support 

during her many years on the Council. 

10. Minutes 

The Minutes of the Ordinary Meeting held on 16th April 2015 were circulated and were signed 

by the Chairman.  

11. Code of Conduct 

A resident of Stoneleigh has sent in some concerns about the Code of Conduct. As these 

comments were only received today it was not possible for the Councillors to explore these. 

In view of this it was agreed that the adoption of the Code of Conduct would be on the June’s 

agenda. 

12. Matters Arising from Minutes 

Neighbourhood Planning 

Cllr D Wintle produced a written summary which is annexed as page 12. 

 

Cllr W Redford said that he would obtain the most recent traffic survey that has been carried 

out by Warwickshire County Council but it was feared that this would be very out of date.  

Local Plan 

Cllr D Wintle produced a written update from the Community Group which is annexed as 

page 13. 

 

Cllr R Hancox asked that if the Local Plan was sent back to Warwick District Council (WDC) 

by the Inspector would we be able to remove the Sub Regional site. Cllr D Wintle responded 

by saying that WDC will only consider what the Inspector comments on. We can ask the 

Inspector to ask WDC to remove it from the Local Plan. 

 

Cllr B Mackay used to attend the Community Group meetings.  Cllr D Wintle invited Cllr N 

Harrington to attend the next meeting on Tuesday 26th May. 

 

Cllr J Mackenzie is anxious about where we have ended up and the Community 

Group/Parish Council was not represented at the first stage hearing of the Local Plan. We 

appear to have missed out on housing and have not been fully represented. 

 

Cllr H Fryer considers that a wider view should have been taken of the Local Plan as a lot of 

the resources were concentrating on the Gateway Application. She suggested that a study 

group be formed to consider how best to object.  She feels that there is more strength if the 
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objections are submitted by the individual Parish Council and not part of the Community 

Group. 

 

Cllr D Wintle said that all comments to WDC had to be done on-line. Potential areas were 

circulated but no one took them on board. 

 

Cllr J Mackenzie asked what had been submitted about the Local Plan in our Parish Council 

name. She feels we need to be more transparent. It is a missed opportunity not raising 

objections to the housing allocation. Cllr D Wintle responded that objections had gone in 

about the Thickthorn development but as it was not done on line it did not get registered. 

 

Standing orders were suspended at 8.00 p.m. 

 

Mr R Fryer said that he applied to speak at the Local Plan but his request was rejected by the 

programme officer. The Inspector then said that he would be allowed to attend as he had 

personally made a representation about housing. He sat with the other Local Authority 

representatives. It was a very worrying meeting for Stoneleigh and Ashow as Coventry are 

required to provide 36,220 houses in the next 18 years but they are only able to find land for 

16,500. The Inspector pressed very hard on WDC stating that they have a duty to co-operate 

to accommodate the overflow of houses and WDC considered this would then become “Very 

Exceptional Circumstances” which would mean that these overflow houses would be built on 

designated Green Belt in the north of Warwickshire. 

 

Mr D Ellwood commented that over the past months a few people have been doing a lot of 

work e.g. Gateway, HS2, Anaerobic Digester. He also said that Mr R Bullen from Bishop’s 

Tachbrook Parish Council has produced a paper on the overall housing numbers. 

Unfortunately he did not get represented at the first stage. 

Mr Ellwood felt that considering the size of the Parish Councils, an enormous amount of 

work has been achieved. 

 

Cllr D Wintle said that we will have to wait for the findings from the Inspector. As soon as 

they are available they will be circulated. The objections from everyone were on the web-site 

of WDC but they seem to have disappeared. Cllr N Harrington agreed to follow this up. 

 

Mr R Fryer suggested that the Parish Council write to Mr Ian Kemp to ensure that they are 

represented at future stages. This was unanimously agreed. 

 

Cllr J Mackenzie said that the Parish Council should review their position in the light of the 

Inspector’s comments. 

 

Standing orders were re-instated at 8.15 p.m. 

  

Litter Bin 

The litter bin has now arrived and at present is in one of the Councillor’s garages for 

safekeeping. 

Various options have been considered to place the bin and the most favoured option is next to 

the bench on the Village Green by the Old Forge. The Landowner has verbally agreed to this 

but Cllr R Hancox said that he will speak with him again and get a letter giving the Parish 

Council permission to put their bin there and also a letter stating that the tenant at the Forge 

does not object either. Once this has been obtained then the bin can be erected and Warwick 

District Council notified so that the bin can be emptied by them on a regular basis. 

 

Cllr J Mackenzie said that she had spoken with Bernadette Allen from the Rural East 

Community Forum about whether or not funding may have been obtained from them  In 
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future Cllr Mackenzie suggested that if Councillors are looking for funding for items for the 

village it would be good to pursue this avenue before bringing it before the Parish Council. 

Second litter bin for Stoneleigh. 

Standing Orders were suspended at 8.25 p.m. 

 

Mr D Ellwood commented that he understood that a resident can ask for a bin to be removed 

from outside their property but cannot actually refuse.  The Parish Council understood that a 

resident could actually refuse. Cllr N Harrington agreed to clarify this point. 

 

Warwick District Council have agreed to supply a second bin free of charge to Stoneleigh 

Village. It has been decided that a suitable position may be at the bottom of Church Lane. (It 

has to be on County Council land). Mr D Ellwood said that Mr Tom Mannion (WCC) will 

look at this site. It could be positioned on the grass verge which is adopted near to the 

Orchard sign. It has to be 18 inches away from the Highway but WCC does have some 

discretion. Refuse lorries already reverse down Church Lane to empty the bins.  

 

The Parish Council need to confirm with Mr Joe Bell of WDC that they would like this second 

bin; a square black one with Take Pride in Warwick District on the side. This was 

unanimously agreed by the Parish Council.     

 

13. Speed Gun 

Cllr R Hancox gave an update on the purchase of the Speed Gun.  

 The speed gun and associated equipment has now been purchased in accordance 

with the requirements set out by the Chief Constable of Warwickshire. 

 Three residents have undertaken the training. 

 Six residents are now going through security checks with Warwickshire Police. 

 Two locations have been identified; the Birmingham Road end of Stoneleigh Close 

and the Coventry Road. 

Cllr S Malone said if funds permit it would be useful to have a tripod. Cllr R Hancox agreed 

to look into this. 

Cllr R Hancox said the purpose of the speed gun is to encourage motorists to slow down. 

Baginton and Bubbenhall Parish Councils have shown an interest in using this equipment. 

14. Public Session 

Mr J Mancini said that he did not understand either the Local Plan or the Neighbourhood 

Plan. He asked if the residents had an opportunity to vote of these two issues. It was 

responded that residents would have the opportunity to vote on the Neighbourhood Plan but 

not the Local Plan. He said he was concerned about the seriousness of the traffic problem 

along the Birmingham Road. 

Mrs L Fletcher asked if she could have the contact for the representative from GallifordTry as 

she knew someone who might like to have a grant from them for a Local Project. Cllr R 

Hancox said that Mr Alan Jones (who had given a presentation at the Parish Council) had 

now retired but he would find her the new contact. 

Also she said that there is a problem with surface water on Birmingham Road/Hall Close. It 

would appear it is due to water going down one drain but then resurfacing up another one. 

Cllr W Redford said he would look into this. 
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15. Reports 

Police Report 

The Police had sent in the following: 

 Between 2230 hours on Thursday 23rd April and 0400 hours on Friday 24th April an 

unknown offender stole two JCB plant machinery vehicles from the grounds of 

Stoneleigh Park. The vehicles were found nearby and returned. 

 Between 1900 hours on Thursday 7th May and 0700 hours on Friday 8th May unknown 

offenders cut the lock off a secure entrance gate situated along Kings Hill Lane near 

to Kings Hill Nurseries. Once the offenders had gained entry onto the property they 

entered an insecure outbuilding and stole a yellow and green Yardman ride-on 

lawnmower. The offenders also caused damage to fencing at the property. 

District Councillor N Harrington 

Cllr N Harrington gave the following report: 

 He informed the meeting that there had been a 75% turnout for the recently held 

elections and was pleased to be able to represent this Parish Council. 

 Also Bubbenhall Parish Council are undertaking an HGV survey through their 

village as the number of HGVs has increased significantly during the major road 

works at TollBar Island. 

County Councillor W Redford 

Cllr W Redford gave the following report: 

 Mr Tom Mannion (WCC) has visited Ashow on a site meeting to see the drainage 

problems and the surface water which both need addressing. 

 Anaerobic Digester- the Officers at WCC have not yet received another application 

for the Anaerobic Digester but they are expecting one. 

 Birmingham Road, Stoneleigh- He is awaiting two dates from Stoneleigh 

Chairman/Councillors so that he can arrange meeting re the traffic issues. 

 Mr T Hanselman has put in a formal complaint to WCC and has received a response 

that is not acceptable to him. This complaint has now gone to Stage 2. 

 It would appear from some of the Traffic Highways surveys that HGVs are taking 

short cuts. This has been highlighted in the surveys carried out by Bubbenhall Parish 

Council. Cllr W Redford said that he would speak with the portfolio holder and get 

them to do a site visit. 

 Cllr W Redford said that he had been looking into the petition that had been done by 

a resident of Stoneleigh re the traffic on Birmingham Road. As the Petition was below 

500 signatures it would have gone to the Cabinet and then passed onto the previous 

County Councillor. Cllr Redford stated that he would look into what action if any 

had been taken. 

 

Cllr S Malone said that the survey being carried out at present is on the A46 side of the B4115 

junction. She states that the survey for the Birmingham Road is out of date and she has been 

trying to get WCC to carry out another one. At present WCC are reluctant to do this because 

of the work being carried out on TollBar Island. 

 

Cllr R Hancox said that the grant for the Neighbourhood Plan may have some funds to carry 

out such a survey. This will be discussed at the next Neighbourhood Plan meeting. 
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16. Finance 
 

a) Income/Expenditure 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

b) Bank Reconciliation  

At Co-operative Bank plc, Birmingham 

A/C 6101168500 (Current)                   £6,263.65 

A/C 6101168550 (Instant Access)          £261.09    

A/C 6101168556 (14 Day Deposit)                £22,372.16 

      ________ 

                    £28,896.90 

                                                                                    ========== 

 

c) Cheques for Authorisation 

On the proposition of Councillor J. Mackenzie and seconded by Councillor S. Crofts the 

accounts listed below were authorised for payment. 

301209 WDC      £180.89 

301210 E-On         £20.48 

301211 PA Maddison       £28.21 

301212 Stoneleigh Village Hall    £100.00 

301213 PA Maddison Apr Sal & Exp      £558.54 

301214 Glasdon UK Ltd      £502.44 

301215 PCC Ashow     £500.00 

301216 Stoneleigh PCC     £500.00 

301217 Stoneleigh & Ashow News   £300.00 

17. Planning 

New Planning Application  

W15/0552 – 11 Coventry Road, Stoneleigh 

Erection of single storey rear extension. 

Parish Council Objects to this Planning Application and fully supports the objections 

made by the principal Conservation and Design Officer. 

W15/0565LB – Pear Tree Cottage, 5 Vicarage Road, Stoneleigh 

Proposed two phase development to provide single storey rear and side extension, including 

removal of rear wall forming office, utility, boiler room and bedroom extension and further 

single storey rear and side extension to form enlarged kitchen with dormer window facing 

the front of the application property (revised scheme to W13/0602LB). 

 

  

Balance Bought Forward 

Precept 

Concurrent Expenditure 

VAT Refund 

Bank Interest 

Less Expenditure 30th April 2015 

 

 £22,972.99 

£7,994.50 

£180.00 

£428.78 

£11.19 

(2,690.56) 

 

 __________  

 £28,896.90  

 

 ==========  
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Standing Orders were suspended at 9.20 p.m. 

Mr D Ellwood stated that he was concerned about this application and had spoken to the near 

neighbour Mr David Gibson about this amendment. Mr Gibson had said that it is more 

favourable than the previous application and that the occupants are good neighbours. 

Standing Orders were re-instated at 9.22 p.m. 

 

No Observations; neutral. 

W15/0357 – Daffodil Barn, Ashow Road, Ashow 

Proposed erection of single storey, in-fill rear extension. Retrospective application for the 

insertion of 5 roof lights to the north roof slope. 

Parish Council fully supports this application. 

W15/0553 – Archway House, Stoneleigh Abbey 

Installation of a bunded oil tank in the garden for use with a domestic oil fired boiler. 

No Observations; neutral. 

W15/0627 – Stoneleigh Park, Main Gate 

Variation of condition 4 imposed on planning permission reference W12/0230 granted on 4th 

July 2012 for replacement of existing access arrangements at Stoneleigh Park main gate with a 

proposed roundabout junction on B4113 Stoneleigh Road-to allow for replacement planting to 

be undertaken on completion of works. 

 

Cllr H Fryer expressed concern about this application in view of the HS2 which if it goes 

ahead will cut the main gate into two. She said that it would be essential that the Parish 

Council attend the meeting between HS2 and Stoneleigh Park to discuss what is going to 

happen. It was agreed that HS2 Ltd be contacted and ask that the Parish Council be including 

in the meeting. She said she would let the Clerk have the details and also she will liaise with 

StAG. 

 

It was also agreed that Mr Colin Hooper of LaSalle and Ms Helena Pettit of Grand Stand 

Events be invited to the next Parish Council meeting. 

No Observations; neutral. 

 

Progress of Planning Applications 

W15/0304 – 6 Stareton Lane, Stoneleigh 

Conversion and change of use of existing garage and store into a 1 bed single storey dwelling. 

Planning Permission is Refused 

W15/0245 – Brook Farm, Stoneleigh Road, Coventry 

Change of Use and conversion/alteration (including raising of roof height) of former 

agricultural building to a single dwelling. 

Planning Permission is Refused 

W15/0358LB – Daffodil Barn, Ashow Road, Ashow 

Proposed erection of single storey, in-fill rear extension. Retrospective application for the 

insertion of 5 roof lights to the north roof slope. 

Listed Building Consent is Granted 

W15/0282 – 22 Hall Close, Stoneleigh 

Erection of two storey rear extension and erection of single storey garage/store 

Planning Permission is Granted. 
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18. Correspondence 

No additional correspondence. 

19. Questions to Chairman 

Cllr S Malone That there were still potential problems through Stoneleigh 

Village with events at Stoneleigh Park. There is the MG Show 

and also Race for Life on the 28th June. These are organised 

by Grand Stand Events and a representative is being invited 

to the next meeting.  

 Cllr J Mackenzie said that often traffic from events causes 

mud on the road. She thought that Grand Stand Events 

should arrange road sweepers to keep the road clear of mud. 

 Cllr S Malone also stated that the street lights were not on at 

all outside the garages at the bottom of Hall Close. 

 

Cllr D Wintle Commented that Mr Richard Hayward of Courts had 

approached him (in his capacity as Chairman of the 

Neighbourhood Plan) about building a pair of semis next to 

Swiss Cottages. Cllr J Mackenzie said that the Housing 

Needs Survey needs to be conducted first to enable the 

residents to have their say as to where consideration should 

be given for building new homes.  She also said that in her 

view Councillors should be wary of entering into any 

dialogue with developers lest we be perceived as promoting 

their plans. 

Cllr R Hancox said that he was sorry that the University Ward was now forming part of 

Burton Green. He thanked the Councillors for all their support and hard work whilst they 

had been part of Stoneleigh and wished them well for the future. 

20. Meetings 

The next Ordinary Meeting of the Parish Council will be held at 7.30 p.m. on the 11th June 

2015. This will be held at the Stoneleigh Village Hall, Stoneleigh. 

 

21. Closure 
The business having been completed the Chairman closed the meeting at 9.55 p.m.  

 

 

Chairman 

 

 


