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Minutes of an Ordinary Meeting held at University of Warwick, University 

House, Kirby Cross Corner, on Thursday 13th November 2014 at 7.30 p.m. 

 

PRESENT: Vice-Chairman – Cllr Ms T Grant, Councillors Mrs S Crofts, Mrs H Fryer, Mrs J 

Mackenzie, J. Smith and D. Wintle. 

 

APOLOGIES: Councillors D. Botterill, R. Hancox, County Councillor W Redford and District 

Councillor B MacKay. 

 

IN ATTENDANCE: Mr Colin Hooper - LaSalle 

 

There were four members of the public present.  

67. Minutes 

The Minutes of the Ordinary Meeting held on 9th October 2014 were circulated and were 

signed by the Vice- Chairman.  

 

68. Presentation by Mr Colin Hooper 
Standing Orders were suspended at 7.35 p.m. 

 

Mr C Hooper gave an update on several aspects of Stoneleigh Park including: 

 The anaerobic digester is needed for energy for the Park. The holding objection by 

HS2 has now been removed. 

 There will soon be a planning application for the campsite for reserve matters; hard 

standing for caravans and tents. 

 Farmers Fayre planning application from last year proved uneconomical and that is 

why we have recently received another planning application for them to move across 

the road to an existing building. 

 The negotiation with HS2 for a Green Tunnel is said by HS2 not to be cost effective. 

At present they are looking at a retained cutting. The HS2 representatives have 

recently been to Stoneleigh Park for the first time. 

 

Cllr J Mackenzie asked why Stoneleigh Park are still putting in planning applications in areas 

where it is known that the HS2 will run as the present route has been known since 2012. 

Surely it would make more sense to find a different area to accommodate any development. 

 

Cllr H Fryer asked whether at the meeting with HS2 it was discussed what the impact would 

be on the main entrance. Mr C Hooper said that this was not discussed. She also asked if 

Warwick District Council had commented on the conservation area that the HS2 will affect; 

Mr C Hooper responded by saying that they had not. 

 

Cllr D Wintle asked for an update on the new entrance. Mr C Hooper said that he is trying to 

obtain the funds from the Mars Pension Fund and he is hopeful that the work will commence 

next year. 

 

Mrs N Blagburn asked if HS2 would consider re-routing the line elsewhere. Mr C Hooper 

said that the route has now been agreed. 

 

Mr R Fryer commented that HS2 had said that they cannot afford a tunnel but he asked 

whether they could produce figures to substantiate this. Mr C Hooper said he would check to 

see whether there are any available. 

 

Cllr J Mackenzie asked Mr C Hooper if they were accepting that there will not be a tunnel and 

he said no. 
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Mr W Blagburn asked that if the Anaerobic Digester is not built then what will they do about 

the required savings.  Mr Blagburn also commented that he could not understand how 

Warwickshire County Council could make a decision about the Anaerobic Digester if there 

were no alternatives.   

 

Standing Orders were reconvened at 8.05 p.m. 

 

69. Co-option Parish Councillor – University Ward 
There have been no nominations for this vacant position.  

 

70. Matters Arising from Minutes 

Neighbourhood Planning 

Cllr D Wintle confirmed that both Baginton and Bubbenhall Parish Councils approve in 

principle to go ahead with a joint Neighbourhood Plan with Stoneleigh and Ashow but are 

concerned about the cost. He informed the meeting that there is now further funding 

available from Locality and the grant from them would be £7,000 and the likely contribution 

from each of the three Parishes is £3,000. Warwick District Council will pay for the 

referendum and also all of the advertising. The Consultant would obtain the grant from the 

Government. Cllr J Smith suggested that any shortfall in funding should be covered by the 

Parish Councils but on a number of households or electoral roll basis. As Stoneleigh and 

Ashow and Bubbenhall are probably both bigger than Baginton this would seem a fair way to 

do it. This was agreed in principle. 

 

Warwick District Council’s boundary review should now be confirmed with the revised 

boundary for Stoneleigh and Ashow. The application for the designation of a Neighbourhood 

Plan by Stoneleigh and Ashow will now need to be withdrawn and a new joint one 

submitted. 

 

At present Stoneleigh and Ashow Parish Council has only had a quotation from Kirkwells 

although another consultant had been approached. Cllr H Fryer brought copies of two 

Neighbourhood Plans to the meeting. 

 

Standing Orders were suspended at 8.20 p.m. 

 

Mr W Blagburn enquired whether it would be practical to use Kirkwells now that the three 

Parishes are working together.  

 

Cllr J Mackenzie suggested that further quotations be obtained.  It was also suggested that 

Barford, Bishop’s Tachbrook and Old Milverton Parish Councils be approached to enquire 

what consultants they used and their costs and what additional costs were incurred over and 

above the consultants’ fees as they have already submitted their Neighbourhood Plans. Cllr H 

Fryer agreed to find additional consultants to approach and the Clerk to approach the three 

Parish Councils.  

 

Mr R Fryer expressed concern (he is the representative from Ashow village) that Warwick 

District Council may put a block on it as it may interfere with their Local Plan. Cllr D Wintle 

responded by saying that the Neighbourhood Plan has to comply with the core strategy of 

WDC Local Plan and they are then obliged to assist us. 

 

Standing Orders were re-instated at 8.55 p.m. 
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Dame Alice Leigh’s Almshouses - Handrails 

Cllr R Hancox was due to report on this but as he was unable to attend the meeting at short 

notice it was agreed to put this item on December’s agenda 

Anaerobic Digester 

Cllrs H. Fryer and J. Mackenzie had a meeting at Shire Hall, WCC with the planning officer 

Mr Ian Grace.  He spent two hours with them going through the information and explaining 

the issues. WCC are still awaiting for comments from some statutory consultees one being 

Warwick District Council who will be crucial as they are the ones who granted the planning 

application for the Master Plan at Stoneleigh Park. The Anaerobic Digester is due to go to 

Committee on the 9th December but as Mr I Grace is still awaiting responses it is likely that it 

will not go to Committee until the New Year. The Parish Council‘s further comments are 

annexed as pages 61-64. 

HS2 

Cllr H Fryer informed the meeting that she attended a seminar on the 6th November on how 

to petition given information, who will petition and the speakers include, StAG, LaSalle, 

Warwick District Council, Stoneleigh Historic Society as well as the Parish Council. They do 

not want repetition of objections but Cllr H Fryer said that there is quite a variation of 

information to be presented. Petitioning will probably take place in January in the form of a 

PowerPoint presentation. Each group will only be able to have one person presenting but will 

if necessary be able to call on witnesses. 

 

An email has been received today from HS2 Ltd for representatives from the Parish Council 

to review their petition. HS2 Ltd are in Kenilworth area on the 3rd and 4th December and 

would like to arrange a session either in Kenilworth Town Council or a suggested venue by 

the Parish Council. It is anticipated that the meeting will last approximately one hour. Cllr J 

Mackenzie said that she would like to speak with StAG before it is decided who will attend. 

It was agreed that the 3rd December was the better date and if possible to hold the meeting 

either at Stoneleigh Village Hall or Ashow Village Club. 

 

Standing orders were suspended at 9.05 p.m. 

 

Mr R Fryer informed the meeting that at a seminar he attended it was agreed that all ancillary 

works plus planning application would have to be approved by Warwick District Council 

and Warwickshire County Council. He wishes to know when we are going to see the plans. 

He also would like to know what agreement there is between the Government and Local 

Planning. 

 

It was agreed that a letter be sent and Mr R Fryer agreed to compose it for the Parish Council 

to approve before it is sent. 

 

Standing Orders were re-instated at 9.10 p.m. 

 

71. Public Session 
Mr R Fryer reminded the Parish Council that a representative needs to be agreed as to who 

will be preparing the PowerPoint presentation for the HS2 petition. It was unanimously 

agreed that Cllr H Fryer prepare this presentation which she very kindly agreed to do. 

 

Mr R Wheat commented that some significant changes have been made to the new Local Plan 

including Gypsy and Traveller Site, Sustainability Appraisal, Gateway Community.  The 

consultation period has now begun and any comments need to be submitted to Warwick 

District Council by 4.45 p.m. on the 12th December. He urges the Parish Council to respond. 
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Cllr D Wintle responded that he will be preparing the response for the Parish Council.  He 

also stated that Warwick District Council will be submitting to the Secretary of State for 

Communities and Local Government the original Local Plan together with a paper with 

recommendations for revisions. 

 

72. Reports 

Police Report 

The Police reported that between 20.00 hours and 20.30 hours on 31st October an unknown 

offender stole a stunt motorcycle from a temporary secured building/industrial unit at 

Stoneleigh Park. Offender forced open a fire exit panel/door to gain entry into the compound. 

Once inside the offender forced open metal shutters into the temporary unit and then 

wheeled the motorcycle out and made off with it by unknown means. The motorcycle stolen 

was a 2014 Kawasaki KX450 Motocross bike. 

 

County Councillor W Redford 
No report received from Cllr W Redford.  

 

District Councillor B. Mackay 

No report received from Cllr B. Mackay. 

 

73. Finance 
 

a) Income/Expenditure 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

b) Bank Reconciliation  

At Co-operative Bank plc, Birmingham 

A/C 6101168500 (Current)                    £986.30 

A/C 6101168550 (Instant Access)     £3,718.58    

A/C 6101168556 (14 Day Deposit)              £24,361.48 

      ________ 

                  £29,066.36 

                                                                                    ========== 

 

c) Cheques for Authorisation 

On the proposition of Councillor J. Smith, seconded by Councillor J. Mackenzie the accounts 

listed below were authorised for payment. 

 

301183 Information Commissioner    £35.00 

301184  PA Maddison Oct Sal & Exp  £519.50 

d) Grant towards Stoneleigh Village Hall extension 

As the Chairman was unable to make the meeting it was agreed to discuss this at the 

December meeting. 

 

Income as shown in minute 61a 

2nd Half Precept 

Speed Gun 

Interest 

Less Expenditure 31st October 2014 

 

 £26,621.25 

   £7,901.00 

   £2,685.57 

          £9.26 

   (8,150.72) 

 

 __________  

 £29,066.36  

 

 ==========  
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e) Grant Stoneleigh History Society 

Stoneleigh History Society had asked if the Parish Council were willing to give a grant 

towards the purchase of a projector costing £220. After discussing this it was unanimously 

agreed that the Parish Council thought it would be more helpful if the projector was 

purchased by the Parish Council and donated to Village Hall Committee then it would be 

available to a wider community. This suggestion to be discussed with Stoneleigh Village Hall 

Committee. 

 

74. Planning 

New Planning Application  

W14/1524 - Plot 25, NAC, Stoneleigh Park 

Construction of a new pitched roof above existing toilet block and associated refurbishment. 

The Parish Council objects to this as the applicant is upgrading and refurbishing the 

existing toilet block which is making it a more sustainable building but there is no 

provision for achieving 10% renewables. 

W14/1571 – 6 Stareton Lane, Stoneleigh 

Conversion of existing garage and store into 1 bed single storey dwelling. 

The Parish Council object to this application because it is tandem development seeking to 

create a separate dwelling which by definition will have a detrimental effect on the 

existing dwelling by way of the impact on the access and privacy of that dwelling. 

W14/1499 – Brook Farm, Stoneleigh Road, Coventry 

Change of use from agricultural storage to use class B8 (storage and distribution). 

The Parish Council are neutral on this application with no observations. 

W14/1562 – Warwick Business School, Gibbet Hill Road, Coventry 

Display of 2 non-illuminated wall mounted signage on the Warwick Business School. 

No Observations. 

W14/1563 – Mars Pension Trustees c/o LaSalle Investment Management 

Submission of details of Reserved Matters under Condition 1 (in part) – appearance; 

landscaping; layout and scale of Plot 25: imposed on outline planning permission reference 

W12/0766 granted on the 21st November 2012 for the redevelopment/development and use of 

buildings at Stoneleigh Park. 

W14/1622 – 23 Hall Close, Stoneleigh 

Erection of a rear conservatory. 

The Parish Council Objects to this Application. They have concerns about the impact this 

will have on the neighbouring property. The proposed high level windows on the 

boundary of the attached house would create a rights of light problem for the neighbours 

and effectively prevent them from carrying out a similar extension. 

There are other problems concerning foundations to party walls which the neighbour 

should look into and invoke actions in the Party Walls Act; but this is not in the Parish 

Council remit. 

Because this proposal has negative impact on the neighbour’s rights to extend and seeks to 

establish a right of light over the neighbour’s garden, the Parish Council opposes the 

current application but if the plans do not conflict with planning regulations and the 45 

degree rule then the Parish Council would not have an objection. 
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Progress of Planning Applications 

W14/1320 – 1 Chantry Heath Cottages, Chantry Heath Lane, Stoneleigh 

Erection of a two storey side extension and single storey side extension. 

Application has been Withdrawn. 

W14/0618 Land North of Common Lane, Kenilworth (Crackley Triangle) 

Erection of up to 93 dwellings. 

Planning Appeal Notification. 

 

75. Meetings 

The next Ordinary Meeting of the Parish Council will be held at 7.00 p.m. on the 11th 

December 2014 at Ashow Village Club, Ashow. 

 

76. Closure 
The business having been completed the Chairman closed the meeting at 10.15 p.m.  

 

 

Chairman 


