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Minutes of an Ordinary Meeting held at Stoneleigh Village Hall, 

Stoneleigh on Thursday 12th November 2015 at 7.00 p.m. 

PRESENT: Chairman – Cllr R.Hancox, Councillors J. Astle, Mrs S. Crofts, Mrs H Fryer, Mrs J. 

Mackenzie, Mrs S Malone, County Councillor W Redford and District Councillors N. 

Harrington and Mrs P Redford. 

 

IN ATTENDANCE: Mr K Williams-Director Stansgate Planning. 

 

There were thirty two members of the public present.  

 

Cllr R Hancox welcomed Mr Williams to the meeting. 

69. Stansgate Planning 

Standing Orders were suspended at 7.02 p.m. 

 

A short presentation was given by Mr K Williams, Director, of Stansgate Planning who is 

working on behalf of Court (Warwickshire) Limited who are agents for the Stoneleigh Abbey 

Trust Limited. 

The first planning application proposes the construction of a pair of semi-detached dwellings 

within the defined village boundary. Mr Williams stated that the development would 

contribute to meeting the ongoing requirement for the District Council to deliver a 

continuous supply of housing land to cater for future needs and help to make up the current 

shortfall in supply. The development would preserve and enhance the character and 

appearance of the Conservation Area and would not adversely affect the setting of nearby 

listed buildings. He also considered that the proposals would not harm the residential 

amenities of the occupants of nearby dwellings. 

 

Stansgate Planning have also been asked to look to put in a planning application for five 

bungalows on the land behind Birmingham Road (that was once an allotment). 

 

There was a strong feeling among both the Councillors and the members of the public that 

this was not a sensible proposition given the traffic problems that already exist in and around 

Stoneleigh together with those likely to be generated by the development.  

 

The pair of houses access is onto a very narrow stretch of Birmingham Road. 

 

The Stoneleigh Abbey Trust owns a large areas of Green Belt around this area. Appropriate 

forms of development in Green Belt need special circumstances which this does not have. Mr 

Williams responded by saying that the pair of houses is classified as limited infill and is 

within the Village Envelope. 

 

The members of the Parish Council considered that the entrances will create obstructions to 

highway safety and may cause front end collisions. Mr Williams said that Highways have no 

objections in principle to these entrances. Cllr W Redford said that this is not the case and 

Highways do have serious concerns. 

 

Mr Williams was asked if he had driven through Stoneleigh village at peak times including 

the early morning conjection at 7.30 in the morning  (and he said that he had not visited that 

early in the morning) and seen the totally unsuitable access to the Birmingham Road. 

 

It was suggested by a resident of Birmingham Road that the land proposed for five 

bungalows be turned back into allotments. 
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One of the residents said that when a previous application for housing had been applied for  

the entrance from these proposed dwellings onto Birmingham Road was totally opposed by 

the residents of Birmingham Road. 

 

Mr Williams stated that they will be commissioning traffic consultants to assess the traffic 

problems. 

 

Mr Williams was asked about the preservation of some of the trees. He informed the meeting 

that a tree survey has already been carried out. 

 

It was asked how Stansgate could develop this plan without carrying out research into the 

traffic problems. It was remarked that it may be best to take this back and review the whole 

situation. 

 

Mr Williams concluded by saying that he would take away all the comments raised this 

evening. 

 

Standing orders were reconvened at 8. 00 p.m. 

70. Minutes 

The Minutes of the Ordinary Meeting held on 8th October 2015 were circulated and were 

signed by the Chairman.  

71. Matters Arising from Minutes 

Neighbourhood Planning 

Cllr R Hancox informed the meeting that the Housing Needs Survey now needs distributing. 

The Steering group meeting is scheduled for the 19th November at Bubbenhall Village Hall.  

 

Cllr S Crofts presented a Neighbourhood Planning briefing note which is annexed as page 

145. 

 

Cllr J Astle commented that the proposed development at Kings Hill is not yet official. 

 

Cllr J Mackenzie said that she agrees wholeheartly with Cllr S Crofts’ comment about 

breaking away from the joint Neighbourhood Plan, and working on our own will help 

simplify the process and we should be able to get on with it more quickly. 

 

Cllr H Fryer said that there will be major traffic issues with HS2 and having a single 

Neighbourhood Plan will give us more scope to complete it. 

 

Cllr S Malone commented that she could not understand why we ever wanted a joint 

Neighbourhood Plan. 

 

Cllr R Hancox said that the funding that has already been obtained via Locality was for the 

three Parish Councils and the agreement with the contractor was as a joint plan. 

 

Cllr S Crofts said we will need to untangle this and then the meetings would be closer to 

home. Not having a Neighbourhood Plan is a weakness. In the meantime it doesn’t prevent 

us from collecting evidence.  She then said “If it is the will of the meeting and it is possible I 

propose that we explore the possibility of separating from Baginton and Bubbenhall for the 

purpose of producing a Neighbourhood Plan”. This motion was seconded by Cllr H Fryer 

and had a majority vote. Cllr R Hancox abstained from this motion.  
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Local Plan 

Cllr H Fryer said that residents are against the additional housing at the outset and if it goes 

ahead then we must insist that there is adequate infrastructure in place. 

 

Cllr J Astle said that the deputy Leader of WDC, Mr M Coker, is still doing the groundwork 

to identify where the additional houses will go. 

 

Cllr N Harrington has asked Cllr Mobbs if he will ensure that the District Councillors are 

advised at the same time as the Press about any progress with the Local Plan. 

 

Cllr S Malone said she is concerned about the figures of students forecast at Warwick 

University. She believes that there is an underreporting of students leaving. Cllr N 

Harrington said that they have counted on students leaving. 

 

Cllr N Harrington said that WDC are now doing a monthly risk assessment. 

 

Cllr J Astle said that WDC are potentially misleading Councillors as there is no mention of a 

Green Belt Review. Also he said that Cllr M Doody had said that if Gateway was refused, the 

land by Coventry Airport that had been taken out of the Green Belt would be re-instated.  

HS2 Update 

Cllr H Fryer said that the Petition has now been submitted to the House of Commons. This is 

annexed as pages 146-153. 

 

She also said that Warwick District Council are petitioning this time but LaSalle are not.  

 

Cllr R Hancox thanked her for doing this report. 

Traffic Management 

Cllr S Malone informed the meeting that the possible way forward to the traffic issues on the 

Birmingham Road would be a partial one way system and she is hopeful that this would get 

approval. 

 

Cllr W Redford said that the correct procedure for this will be for a survey to be produced. 

All ideas should be directed to the Parish Council. The surveys will then need to be circulated 

to the whole of the Parish and then forwarded to Highways. 

 

Standing orders were suspended at 8.40 p.m. 

 

Mr W Blagburn said it would appear that we are going over the same ground again. We don’t 

need to do another survey. We need to get a small group to come up with a by-pass around 

the Village. 

 

Mr J Mancini said that he originally requested he was seeking that the Birmingham Road be 

closed at the B4113 end. He has spoken to many people in the Village and this option is still 

top of their list. 

 

Cllr W Redford said that this has been going on for at least 15 years and it is time that this 

matter is resolved 

 

Cllr H Fryer said that the Traffic Engineers need to come up with a number of options in 

order to obtain a solution to this problem that is workable. 
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Mr R Wheat commented that he feels we need some guidance from Warwickshire County 

Council and the Police as since the suggested road closure back in 2002, policies have now 

changed. 

 

PC A Towle said that in his view a one way system is workable. Traffic would be able to enter 

the Village from the B4115 but not exit. Exit would be via the B4113 but there would need to 

be a turning area. A survey of traffic volumes (instigated by the Parish Council) has been set 

up today. The survey usually lasts for approximately three weeks. It is better to wait for these 

results before going forward. In his view speed humps do not always work. 

 

Cllr P. Redford said that she thought the one way system sounded sensible. 

 

Mr J Mancini suggested that the speed limit on the Coventry Road be lowered. 

 

Mr M Malone said that the bridge is being constantly damaged. Also he stated that Mr C 

Fossey (WCC) had told him (subsequently we were advised that he meant to say Mr G 

Stanley and not Mr C Fossey) that the reason Stoneleigh Village has no traffic calming is the 

fault of the Parish Council as they have not done anything. 

 

Cllr H Fryer asked if Warwickshire County Council would examine traffic management 

alternative and put forward their recommendations. 

 

Mr B Burton asked what would happen to the emergency services if a one way system was 

put in place.  PC A Towle said that they would have to go a further 300 -400 metres against 

the traffic and this would be one of the negative points. 

 

Mr R Fryer said that if the HS2 goes ahead they will inadvertently produce a by-pass for the 

Village. 

 

Mr T Hanselman said that we should wait until we have the data from the survey and then 

request a feasability assessment from WCC. The solution should  be put forward by people 

who are qualified to put forward suitable traffic management proposals. The quality of the 

lives of the residents in Stoneleigh Village are being affected. He feels that the Parish Council 

have not always been behind the residents. 

 

Cllr S Crofts responded by saying that he can be assured that the Parish Council are all 

behind them. She said she was not privy to any historical events but that we need to find a 

practical way forward from today. 

 

Cllr J Mackenzie stated that we must remember that we are a democracy and everyone is 

entailed to their view. 

 

Cllr J Astle said that WCC do not appear to not want to do anything. Is it relevant for 

residents that live at Stoneleigh Abbey to complete a survey? 

 

Cllr S Malone said that the way forward is to wait for the survey to be completed. Cllr W 

Redford to ascertain the length of the survey. Request a feasibility study and then find out 

what traffic solutions will work in this village. 

 

Cllr S Crofts said that Mr T Hanselman had made some good points and we now need to 

move forward. 

 

Standing orders were re-instated at 9.25 p.m.   
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Dame Alice Leigh’s Almshouses 

Cllr S Crofts has already submitted a report which is annexed as page 154.  She also stated 

that a quotation for the handrails has now been accepted and the work will commence 

shortly. 

 

72. Reports 

Police Report 

The Police sent in the following report: 

 On the 25th October between 0840 hours and 0915 hours an unknown offender stole 

an insecure silver “12” plate Volkswagen Golf that was parked at the roadside on the 

B4113 between Stoneleigh Village and Stoneleigh Park. 

 On the 8th November between 14.30 hours and 15.00 hours an unknown offender 

entered an insecure building on the National Agricultural and Exhibition Centre and 

stole vehicle keys for a black “09” plate Volkswagen Transporter van. The offender 

then proceeded to steal the above mentioned vehicle. The vehicle was seen driving 

off the NAEC site and is believed to have been driven down Stareton Lane. 

County Councillor W Redford 

Cllr W Redford gave the following report: 

 A site meeting with the County road safety officer has taken place to discuss the road 

signage around the bridge area at Stoneleigh which is very confusing. He produced a 

plan showing the existing road signs and then the proposed road signs. He asked if 

Councillors would send him their comments. This is annexed as page 155. 

Cllr S Malone asks Cllr W Redford if he could arrange for the 2 ½ ton weight sign to be 

repositioned over the river bridge. This he agreed to do. 

District Councillor N Harrington 

Cllr N Harrington had nothing further to report. 

District Councillor Mrs P Redford 

Cllr P Redford had nothing further to report. 

73. Public Session 

Mr J Mancini said he thought that it was a good idea that Stoneleigh and Ashow do their 

Neighbourhood Plan on their own. The Joint Parish Councils did an excellent job when they 

joined together to fight the Gateway. 

 

Mr R Wheat said that the Green Belt Review is crucial to the Warwick District Council (WDC) 

Risk Analysis. WDC appear to be sleep walking with the Local Plan. 

 

Mr T Hanselman asked if it would be possible to have any cycle routes within the District. 

Cllr W Redford responded by saying that there will be a sum of money from HS2 and many 

ideas have been put forward. This also could be considered. Cllr J Astle said that this 

suggestion should go in the Neighbourhood Plan. 

 

Mr W Blagburn asked what is going to happen with the Neighbourhood Plan and the 

Housing Survey. Cllr R Hancox responded by saying that the survey forms have been 

delivered this evening for distribution around Stoneleigh and Ashow. A stamped addressed 

envelope is included and will be sent to Warwickshire Rural Community Council for them to 

analyse and send the report to the Parish Council in December. 
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 74. Finance 

 

a) Income/Expenditure 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

b) Bank Reconciliation  

At Co-operative Bank plc, Birmingham 

A/C 6101168500 (Current)                   £4,323.71 

A/C 6101168550 (Instant Access)          £261.17    

A/C 6101168556 (14 Day Deposit)                £30,382.85 

      ________ 

                    £34,967.73 

                                                                                    ========== 

 

c) Cheques paid in September 

301234 Mark Bonnett         £16.75 

301236 Information Commissioner       £35.00 

301237 Playsafety Ltd         £92.40  

301238 R Mancini       £175.00 

301239 PA Maddison Oct Sal & Exp     £517.09 

d) Colliery Oppostion Group 

A cheque has been received from the Colliery Oppostion Group. Paperwork attached as 

appendices 156-159. 

It was unanimously agreed that as Burton Green Ward was part of this Parish at that time 

then the cheque would be split between Stoneleigh and Burton Green. The total of the cheque 

is £315.76. 

d) Defibrilator – Stoneleigh Village 

A request for a donation from the Parish Council by Mr D Ellwood to purchase a defibrillator 

for Stoneleigh Village. Cllr S Crofts proposed a donation of £400, this was seconded by Cllr S 

Malone and unanimously agreed. 

75. Planning 

New Planning Application  

W15/1483 – 8 Birmingham Road, Stoneleigh 

Erection of two semi-detached dwellings with garaging, parking and access provision. 

The Parish Council Objects. Comments are annexed as pages 160-161. 

W15/1741 – 24 Stoneleigh Close, Stoneleigh 

Construction of new first floor and raising of existing roof above two storey element. 

Support: No Observations. 

Income as shown in minute 63a 

2nd Half Precept 

Interest 

Less Expenditure 30th September 2015 

 

 £37,588.77 

£8,004.50 

£10.77 

(10,636.31) 

 

 __________  

 £34,967.73  

 

 ==========  
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W15/1576LB – 3 The Bank, Stoneleigh 

One of the top timber beams on the gable end of the property needs repairing/replacing 

which in turn requires a small section of the brick wall above it to be rebuilt. No alterations 

are planned other than making the property water tight and safe. 

Support: No Observations. 

W15/1867– 9B The Bank, Stoneleigh 

Property converted two semidetached 2/3 bedroom houses into 5/6 bedroom detached house 

in 1990. Now wish to convert this property back to two semi-detached houses. 

 

Progress of Planning Applications 

W15/0245 – Brook Farm, Stoneleigh Road, Stoneleigh 

Appeal is made under section 78 of the Town and Country Planning Act 1990 against a 

refusal to grant planning permission. 

The Appeal is Dismissed. 

W15/1348 -  The Octagon, Stoneleigh Abbey, Kenilworth 

Proposed erection of a glazed link between the Octagon and the lean-to annexe together with 

minor alterations to the annexe. 

Planning Permission is Granted. 

W15/1349LB -  The Octagon, Stoneleigh Abbey, Kenilworth 

Proposed erection of a glazed link between the Octagon and the lean-to annexe together with 

minor alterations to the annexe. 

Listed Building Consent is Granted. 

 

76. Play Equipment Inspection 
The above inspection report has been received. A copy has been sent to the Stoneleigh Village 

Hall committee as some of the items in the report are their responsibility. 

A quotation of £92 has been received for the filling of the gaps between the rubber matting. 

This was agreed. Awaiting a quotation to re-rust and re-paint the toddler swings. It was 

agreed if the quotation was up to £75 then the work can go ahead. 

77. Media Policy 

Cllr S. Crofts suggested that due to the late running of the meeting. Media Policy be put on 

the agenda for the December meeting. This was agreed. 

78. Meetings 

The next Ordinary Meeting of the Parish Council will be held at 7.00 p.m. on the 10th 

December 2015. This will be held at Ashow Village Club, Ashow. 

 

79. Closure 
The business having been completed the Chairman closed the meeting at 10.15 p.m.  

 

 

Chairman 


