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Minutes of an Ordinary Meeting held at Ashow Village Club, Ashow on 

Thursday 8th October 2015 at 7.00 p.m. 

PRESENT: Chairman – Cllr R.Hancox, Councillors J. Astle, Mrs S. Crofts, Mrs H Fryer, Mrs J. 

Mackenzie, Mrs S Malone and  District Councillor N. Harrington. 

 

APOLOGIES: County Councillor W Redford and District Councillor Mrs P Redford. 

 

IN ATTENDANCE: Fiona Henderson and Sarah Brooke-Taylor - WRCC 

 

There were six members of the public present.  

57. Minutes 

The Minutes of the Ordinary Meeting held on 10th September 2015 were circulated and were 

signed by the Chairman.  

58. Warwickshire Rural Community Council 

Fiona Henderson gave a presentation on the Housing Needs Survey. This is annexed as pages 

130-131. 

A copy of the survey and the draft covering letter were given to each of the Councillors. She 

has asked for any amendments to be sent to her in the next two weeks so that they can take 

this survey forward. 

59. Matters Arising from Minutes 

Neighbourhood Planning 

Cllr R Hancox informed the meeting that Kirkwells has now circulated an editable 

Neighbourhood Plan. Cllr S Haynes from Bubbenhall Parish Council has circulated the 

Steering Group to arrange the next meeting.  He has also stated that a Term of Reference for 

the Group needs to be established. 

 

A Housing Needs Survey is required and we are already organising one to be carried out by 

Warwickshire Rural Community Council. 

 

Cllr H Fryer suggested that this Joint Parish Council needs three representatives; two from 

Stoneleigh and one from Ashow. It was agreed that Cllr R Hancox and Cllr S Crofts be the 

representatives for Stoneleigh and Cllr H Fryer be the representative for Ashow. Cllr S Crofts 

will be the main point of contact.  

 

Mr Robin Fryer will be responsible for the Design Statement for Ashow which will then be 

used as a template for the other villages. Cllr J Astle agreed to have a look at Stoneleigh’s 

Village Design Statement. 

 

Cllr H Fryer will be our technical representative to replace David Wintle who in his letter of 

resignation from the Parish Council said that he does not wish to continue to be involved 

with the Neighbourhood Plan. 

Local Plan 

Cllr N Harrington told the meeting that Warwick District Council was having a meeting to 

discuss the additional 7,000 houses (that Coventry is unable to find land to build on) it 

needed across the County in its Local Plan. This will work out at approximately 332 annually. 

At present it is not known where these houses will be built. The Local Plan is still paused at 
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present. The Council will be writing back to the Inspector next week. It may mean that they 

will have to prepare a new Local Plan. 

 

Cllr J Mackenzie asked if Coventry’s forecast growth has been challenged. 

 

Cllr S Malone also enquired if anyone had challenged the forecast number for Warwick 

University. 

 

Cllr N Harrington said he did not know but he would make the relevant enquiries to these 

two questions. 

 

Cllr J Astle asked if the Council had done a Risk Assessment of the Local Plan as there was no 

point continuing if it failed at the Employment Stage. Also there is no mention of the Green 

Belt. 

 

Cllr N Harrington responded that he will ask these questions at the Council meeting next 

week. 

 

Cllr J Astle said that Cllr Mobbs (WDC) had told Bubbenhall Parish Council that they are not 

intending to take the area around Coventry Airport out of the Green Belt. Cllr N Harrington 

said he would add this to his list of questions. 

 

Standing Orders were suspended at 7.50 p.m. 

 

Mr R Fryer said that he had received a letter from the Secretary of State re the Local Plan 

Review Body. He has concern about the lack of Democratic Credibility. He would urge that 

any concerns should be sent in by the 30th October.  A letter to be compiled and circulated to 

all Councillors before it is sent. 

 

Mr R Wheat said that Cllr M Doody had misled this Parish Council stating that if the 

Gateway did not go ahead then the work on the Tollbar End roundabout would not be 

necessary. 

 

Cllr N Harrington said that he would liaise with the Councillors before the meeting to make 

sure he is aware of all the questions this Parish Council wishes him to raise. 

 

Standing Orders were re-instated at 7.57 p.m.  

HS2 Update 

Reports from the meetings on the 5th and 6th October were circulated before the meeting. 

These are annexed as pages 132-134. 

 

Cllr H Fryer said that there are three areas that impact a lot of this Parish: 

 The balancing ponds on the B4115. These have been changed to go round the edge of 

an identified Ancient Woodland. It was suggested that the pond be put on the other 

side of the track. However it appears that if it was moved it would interfere with the 

new proposed underpass under the B4115 which would give Stoneleigh Park access 

to the fields which are programmed to form the maintenance depot for the duration 

of the build. 

 Access to and from the maintenance depot. This will be off the A46, Leamington Spa 

road and Ashow Road. 

 Planning to move the island on the B4113 at the entrance to Stoneleigh Park and will 

be lifted up by three metres. 8 
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Cllr J Mackenzie commented that this Parish Council are keen to support Warwickshire 

County Council’s petition for a better island.  

Cllr H Fryer said that Warwick District Council are not commenting or petitioning. She also 

said that she is meeting with Mr J Wright MP tomorrow to discuss these issues. 

  

 

60. Reports 

Police Report 

Nothing to report from the Police. 

County Councillor W Redford 

Cllr W Redford sent in the following report: 

 He is arranging a site meeting with the County road safety officer to discuss the road 

signage around the bridge area at Stoneleigh. 

District Councillor N Harrington 

Cllr S Malone asked for clarification on the planning application for Siskin Drive. Cllr R 

Hancox responded by saying that the Parish Council had agreed that this application being 

resolved under delegated powers and the three conditions that the Parish Council requested 

will be applied to this consent. 

Cllr N Harrington gave the following report: 

 He is the representative for the Warwick District Council on the Consultative 

Committee for Coventry Airport. 

Cllr J Astle told the meeting that Bubbenhall Parish Council have requested that he be their 

representative on the Consultative Committee. It was agreed that he would also be this Parish 

Council’s representative. Clerk to send letter requesting this. 

 Warwick District Council has voted against joining with the West Midlands 

Authority in its present form but they are still liaising with them. 

 Unitary Authority is being raised but at present there is no movement on this. On 

Monday 5th October 2015 I attended the High Sheriff for Warwickshire's 

 On Monday 5th October 2015 I attended the High Sheriff for Warwickshire's 

Legal Year Service at Coventry Cathedral and that evening attended the 

Warwickshire Justices' Mess also attended by the Lord Bishop of Coventry 

Christopher Cocksworth. 

District Councillor Mrs P Redford 

Cllr Mrs P Redford sent in the following report: 

 No issues to be addressed at the present time. However I have some information on 

small grants from Warwick District Council that may be of some help with regard to 

play equipment, I will forward this on to you. 
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61. NALC – Transparency Fund 

 Transparency Fund for Smaller Authorities-Funding Application Form received. Contents 

have been noted. 

62. Public Session 

Mr R Wheat commented that during discussions with LaSalle regarding the tunnel on the 

Showground for the HS2 it appeared that both LaSalle and the Parish Council supported a 

cut and cover tunnel. It would appear now that LaSalle are looking for an alternative. 

Mr R Fryer said that the HS2 drawings which are due out next week give the public four 

weeks to respond and you can only petition of any changes. 

It was unanimously agreed that Cllr H Fryer has the mandate to petition on behalf of the 

Parish Council 

Mr J Mancini asked why HS2 need to find a dumping ground when they start work, as the 

Tollbar Island should be finished by then and they could use theirs. 

Mr D Ellwood had produced a comprehensive paper on a defibrillator for Stoneleigh Village. 

This is annexed as pages 135-136. 

The Parish Council’s understanding is that the defibrillator will be acquired via the 

Heart Foundation. A grant from the Community Forum is being applied for to 

purchase a locked cabinet to place this piece of equipment in to protect it from 

vandalism. 

It has been suggested that this equipment would be fitted inside the old red 

telephone kiosk which is situated on the Village Green at Stoneleigh. The telephone 

kiosk is the property of the Parish Council and they have given permission for this. 

 

 63. Finance 
 

a) Income/Expenditure 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

b) Bank Reconciliation  

At Co-operative Bank plc, Birmingham 

A/C 6101168500 (Current)                   £5,155.45 

A/C 6101168550 (Instant Access)          £261.09    

A/C 6101168556 (14 Day Deposit)                £22,372.16 

      ________ 

                    £27,788.70 

                                                                                    ========== 

 

Income as shown in minute 51a 

Less Expenditure 30th September 2015 

 

 £37,588.77 

(9,800.07) 

 

 __________  

 £27,788.70  

 

 ==========  
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c) Cheques paid in September 

301230 Xerox UK Ltd           £3.00 

301231 Stoneleigh Village Hall        £40.00 

301232 Diane Malley       £299.20  

301233 PA Maddison Sep Sal & Exp     £526.45 

d) Actual Expenditure – September  2015 

Details of the above are annexed as page 137. 

64. Planning 

New Planning Application  

W15/1348 – The Octagon, Stoneleigh Abbey, Kenilworth 

Proposed erection of a glazed link between the Octagon and the lean-to annexe together with 

minor alterations to the annexe. 

No Observations-Neutral. 

W15/1349LB – The Octagon, Stoneleigh Abbey, Kenilworth 

Proposed erection of a glazed link between the Octagon and the lean-to annexe together with 

minor alterations to the annexe. 

No Observations-Neutral. 

W15/1576LB – 3 The Bank, Stoneleigh 

One of the top timber beams on the gable end of the property needs repairing/replacing 

which in turn requires a small section of the brick wall above it to be rebuilt. No alterations 

are planned other than making the property water tight and safe. 

Support: No Observations. 

W15/1614– Abbey Park, Stareton Lane, Stoneleigh 

Reserved Matters for the approval of access, appearance landscaping, layout and scale for 

14,010 sq.m. of office space and associated development approved under Outline Application 

W12/0535. 

The Parish Council object to this application as there is insufficient detail in the plans 

submitted regarding the visual impact on the wider landscape of this orientation of the 

proposed buildings. Similarly there is little information on the plans for replanting and 

screening and the types of trees to be selected. Furthermore we are disappointed in the 

utilitarian design of the buildings and would prefer to see a more creative design in this 

important landscape. 

 

Progress of Planning Applications 

W15/0553 – Archway House, Stoneleigh Abbey 

An appeal has been made to the Secretary of State against the decision of Warwick District 

Council to grant planning permission subject to one or more conditions which are considered 

by the appellant to be unreasonable.  

(Comments made by the Parish Council were No Observations). 

The Parish Council supports the applicant’s appeal. 

W15/1035 -  1 Chantry Heath Cottages, Chantry Heath Lane,  Stoneleigh 

 Two storey rear/side extension (retrospective) 
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The Parish Council Objects to this large extension and are disappointed with the lack of 

symmetry. However as this is being treated as an enforcement issue we would be guided 

by the planning officer. 

We were approached by the Planning Officer Liz Galloway who informed us that no 

enforcement was going to happen and the Planning Officer will recommend sanctioning 

this. The Parish Council were asked if they would change their Objections. This was 

unanimously agreed to change this to Neutral. 

 

  



130 

 

 

Proposed Housing Development at Stoneleigh 
Mr Keith Williams, Director of Stansgate Planning act on behalf of Court (Warwickshire) 

Limited who are agents for Stoneleigh Abbey Ltd. They have submitted a planning 

application to Warwick District Council for the erection of a pair of semi-detached dwellings 

on land adjacent to The Swedish Houses on Birmingham Road. They are also looking for a 

development of five bungalows on the land to the rear of 15-27 Birmingham Road.  

Mr Williams has offered to attend a Parish Council meeting to discuss this further. It was 

agreed that Mr Williams be invited to the November meeting. 

65. Media Policy 

Cllr S. Crofts commented on the suggested policy from WALC on a Parish Council’s Media 

Policy. She agreed to personalise their suggestion and it will be discussed once this has been 

received. 

66. Questions to Chairman 

Cllr S Malone A letter had been received from Mr T Hanselman on the 7th October 

regarding traffic issues in Stoneleigh. Cllr S Malone suggested that a 

separate meeting be set up to discuss this major issue. This was 

agreed. 

67. Meetings 

The next Ordinary Meeting of the Parish Council will be held at 7.00 p.m. on the 12th 

November 2015. This will be held at Stoneleigh Village Hall, Stoneleigh. 

 

68. Closure 
The business having been completed the Chairman closed the meeting at 9.35 p.m.  

 

 

Chairman 


