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Minutes of the Ordinary Meeting held at Ashow Village Club, Ashow on 

Thursday 13th October 2016 at 7.00 p.m. 

 

PRESENT: Chairman – Cllr R Hancox, Councillors J. Astle, Mrs H Fryer, Mrs J. Mackenzie,  

County Councillor W. Redford and District Councillors N. Harrington and Mrs P Redford. 

 

APOLOGIES: Councillor Mrs S Malone 

The Chairman had not arrived at the beginning of the meeting due to being delayed on the 

A45 but resumed the Chair on his arrival  

52. Minutes 

The Minutes of the Ordinary Meeting held on 8th September 2016 were circulated and after a 

small alteration were signed by the Deputy-Chairman.  

53. Matters Arising from Minutes 

Local Plan 

Cllr J Mackenzie commented that she thought that the Parish Council had a slot to speak at 

the Public Inquiry but no one turned up. She understood that the Community Group 

representing Baginton, Bubbenhall and Stoneleigh & Ashow were representing the Parish 

Council but she is not clear what exactly they were speaking on. 

 

Cllr R Hancox said that Mr I Kemp, Programme Officer (who has been co-ordinating the 

people wishing to speak at this Inquiry) could not offer the Parish a slot as they had not made 

any representations. Cllr J Mackenzie and Cllr H Fryer had made representations on Kings 

Hill, Crewe Lane Housing and the Thickthorn development and could speak on those 

subjects. 

 

Cllr H Fryer said she had put forward a representations on the subjects that she wished to 

speak on as a private individual and these were the topics that had been allocated to her.   

 

Cllr J Astle commented that we do not get to speak at a Public Inquiry very often so we need 

to learn from our mistakes. 

HS2 Update 

Cllr H Fryer informed the meeting that HS2 has not yet received the Royal Assent.  This was 

expected in December and until then there would be nothing further to report.  

Future of the Parish Council 

Cllr R Hancox told the meeting that a letter has been sent to the Chief Executive of Warwick 

District Council, Mr C Elliott re the above. This is annexed as pages 54-55. A response has 

been received from Mr C Elliott and this is annexed as pages 56-57. 

 

Cllr P Redford said that she is not aware when the District Council will be inviting all 

Parishes to consider if there are any Community Governance issues that ought to be dealt 

with as part of a District Council wide review it is proposing to undertake. As soon as she is 

aware of the date she will let the Parish Council know. 
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Councillor Vacancy for Stoneleigh Ward 

A vacancy has arisen for Stoneleigh Ward on the resignation of Mrs E Cole. The Parish 

Council has been advised today that an election has not been called. Co-opting a new Parish 

Councillor will be on the November agenda. 

54. Reports 

Police Report 

The following report was received from the Police: 

 On Saturday 24th September an unknown offender entered a secure silver “11” plate 

Vauxhall Astra that was parked in the grounds of Stoneleigh Abbey. Offender 

smashed the rear nearside window and stole a bag and contents, a wallet and a set of 

kitchen knives. 

 During the daytime of Saturday 24th September an unknown offender broke into six 

vehicles parked in a field along the B4115 between Stoneleigh and Ashow. Vehicles 

either had a door forced or a window smashed. Items stolen included bags, 

handbags, mobile phones, laptops and satnavs. 

These above incidents happened on the same weekend as the Horse Fair in Kenilworth. 

It was agreed that it would be beneficial if PC Wendy Burrows attended one of the Parish 

Meetings. Cllr J Astle agreed to contact her. 

County Councillor W Redford 
Cllr W Redford gave the following report: 

Initially when Cllr W Redford talked to Warwickshire County Council (WCC) about traffic 

issues along Birmingham Road he received very little support from WCC. However more 

recently he has received much more support from Cllr P Butlin, Transport & Highways 

Portfolio Holder and they seem to now have a better understanding on his representation. 

Originally Cllr W Redford was going to organise a feasibility study and the cost was to be 

met out of his delegated budget. He was informed by WCC that this budget could not be 

used for this study. Instead WCC agreed to produce a report on this issue and Cllr W Redford 

took part in the discussions. 

Coincidentally the Events Management Team at Stoneleigh Park has a serious intent to create 

a road from Gate 1 to the proposed HS2 maintenance depot. WCC have been approached by 

the Showground on this issue. This presented a further opportunity for Cllr W Redford to 

meet with Mr M Ryder(Head of Transport & Economy WCC) and Mr A Hart (Team Leader – 

Strategic Transport Policies & projects WCC)  and after some discussions he received their 

support to look at a by-pass for Stoneleigh Village providing the Parish Council formally 

request them to. 

Cllr J Mackenzie asked if the proposed road through Stoneleigh park would be a private road 

or a Public Highway. Cllr W Redford responded by saying that WCC would have to adopt it. 

Cllr H Fryer said that HS2 and Stoneleigh Park have proposed a road for themselves at Gate 1 

which would run along the main avenue into the construction site. How will this be different? 

Cllr W Redford said that he didn’t know.  

Cllr W Redford said if WCC look at a by-pass then they will review all traffic levels, model 

replicas of current networks, funding options, potential traffic issues, costings etc. 

It was proposed by Cllr J Astle and seconded by Cllr J Mackenzie that “the Parish Council 

formally request Warwickshire County Council to look at a possible by-pass for Stoneleigh 

Village”. This was unanimously agreed. Request to be sent to either Cllr W Redford or Cllr P 

Butlin. 



50 

 

 

 

  



51 

 

 

District Councillor N Harrington 

Cllr N Harrington gave the following report: 

 Expressed his thanks to Cllr W Redford for getting the proposed by-pass for 

Stoneleigh started. 

 He advised the Parish Council that he has attended the High Sheriff legal service at St 

Mary’s Church, Warwick. 

 He has heard a rumour that Coventry Airport may be being sold to another group 

which could be Jaguar Land Rover. At present this has not been confirmed. 

 

Cllr W Redford said that he has also heard that Coventry Airport is up for sale from the 

Strategic Directors of WCC.  

 

District Councillor Mrs P Redford 
Cllr P Redford gave the following report: 

 She has been unable to attend any of the formal hearings for the New Local Plan. 

 Warwick District Council appears to be having some difficulty in identifying suitable 

sites for the gypsies and travellers sites.  

55. Public Session 

Mr D Ellwood asked Cllr W Redford about the proposed new road going through the 

Showground. Would this be a compulsory purchase by WCC to purchase the land. Cllr W 

Redford said that if this was the only preferred option then it is a likely option. 

Mr D Ellwood also asked Cllr W Redford if he could remind Cllr P Butlin to consider the 

evidence Mr Ellwood gave him on the 2nd July 2015 about all the grid locks on the 

Birmingham Road Stoneleigh. 

 

Cllr J Mackenzie said she is concerned about the negotiations going on between Mr G Fisher 

(WDC) and the Showground and the impact this will have on the Showground. Cllr N 

Harrington said if he hears anything he will report back to the Parish Council. 

 

Cllr H Fryer suggested that Mr G Fisher be invited to attend the Parish Council meeting in 

December to discuss the Showground. 

 

Mrs S Crofts asked the following: 

 Road signs – It would appear that Bubbenhall Village has managed to obtain blue 

signs stating no HGVs to protect their village. She asked if similar blue signs could be 

erected at each end of Black Spinney as HGVs are using this very narrow lane.  

 What is happening to Community Policing? 

 What is happening with Neighbourhood Watch? 

Cllr R Hancox said that as far as he is aware Mr T Hanselman is still the co-ordinator for 

Neighbourhood Watch in Stoneleigh so he would speak with him. With regards to 

Community Policing we are going to invite PC W Burrows to attend one of our meetings. 

 

Mr R Fryer commented that the New Local Plan appears to be unsatisfactory.  According to 

the Coventry Evening Telegraph, the Coventry & Warwickshire Local Enterprise Partnership 

has applied for £150m from Government Funding to construct a road from the proposed 

Stoneleigh Gyratory onto Westwood Heath.   

He has raised with Cllr G Illingworth why £35m to construct a bridge over the A45 at Whitley 

south for Jaguar Land Rover is being funded from public money. 

 

Cllr J Astle commented that Ms T Darke should be attending this Parish Council regularly to 

keep us up to date with developments.  
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Cllr H Fryer said that the infrastructure in this area is being linked to HS2. 

 

Cllr R Hancox suggested that a page of questions be sent to Ms T Darke and that way the 

Parish Council will have the answers in writing. Cllr P Redford thought that this was an 

excellent idea. 

 

Mr R Fryer continued that the New Local Plan is having problems with the number of houses 

it proposes. It has been proved that 18,600 houses are in excess of the provision needed. 

 

Mr D Ellwood commented that the New Local Plan states that the proposed Kings Hill 

development does not need new infrastructure. 

 

Mr R Fryer said that the infrastructure cost for the Kings Hill development should be paid for 

by Coventry City Council and these houses are the shortfall that Coventry cannot provide for 

their City. 

 

56. Finance 
 

a) Income/Expenditure 

 

 

 

 

 

 

b) Bank Reconciliation  

At Co-operative Bank plc, Birmingham 

A/C 6101168500 (Current)                   £1,408.54 

A/C 6101168550 (Instant Access)            £61.29    

A/C 6101168556 (14 Day Deposit)                £32,395.68 

      ________ 

                    £33,865.51 

                                                                                    ========== 

 

c) Cheques issued in September 

301293 Leamington Spa Courier-Job Advert £390.00 

301294 Xerox UK Ltd £6.67 

301295 Diane Malley £305.00 

301296 PA Maddison Sep Sal & Exp £522.20 

301297 Grant Thornton £120.00 

d) Actual Expenditure – September  2016 

Details of the above are annexed as page 58. 

 

e) Grant Thornton UK LLP 

Income as shown in minute 47a 

2nd Half Precept 

Less Expenditure 30th September 2016 

 

 £33,097.58 

£8,364.50 

(7,596.57) 

 

 __________  

 £33,865.51  

 

 ==========  
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The audited Annual Return has been received back from Grant Thornton. Letter dated 5th 

September 2016.  A copy of the Notice of Conclusion of Audit has been completed and 

displayed on the web-site.  

 

“Other matters not affecting our opinion which we wish to draw attention of Stoneleigh and 

Ashow Joint Parish Council for the year ended 31st March 2016 

 

Section 2 – Accounting statements 

Box 2 on Section 2, Annual Precept, is incorrectly stated as £15,965 for 2015/16. This should 

instead read £15,975. This is due to the Council wrongly including a concurrent grant in Box 

3. Total other receipts as £180. After checking with the District Council we have found that 

the concurrent grant received was £170.” 

 

e) Ashow to apply for Grant for two notice boards in Village. 

Cllr H Fryer informed the meeting that she has successfully negotiated a grant from the 

Warwick Area Community Forum of 50% of the costs for two notice boards amounting to 

£875. She is requesting a grant from the Parish Council of £675. This was seconded by Cllr J 

Mackenzie and unanimously agreed by all. 

 

57. Planning 
New Planning Application  

W16/1628 – Stoneleigh Abbey Estate Office 

Placement of temporary building for use as visitor reception facility 

Parish Council Objects. Comments annexed as pages 59. 

PRE/16/0140 – Land at Kings Hill, Coventry 

Request for a scoping opinion under the EIA regulations relating to a development of up to 

4,000 dwellings, 4,000m2 of retail/leisure floor space, including the provision of a District 

Centre and up to two other local centres, community facilities, a secondary school, a through 

school or two primary schools, formal and informal open space and enabling infrastructure 

Parish Council Objects. Comments annexed as pages 60-62. 

 

Progress of Planning Applications 

W16/1378 – 16 Hall Close, Stoneleigh 

Proposed single storey rear extension and ground level adjustment to rear garden area.  

Planning Permission is Refused. 

W16/1437 – Unit 171-172, 10th Street, Avenue J, Stoneleigh Park 

Refurbishment and alteration of existing two storey office building including the removal of 

the first floor and flat roof; construction of dual pitched roof to form single storey office 

building with ground floor extension and alteration of building fenestration. 

Planning Permission is Granted . 

 

58. Correspondence 

WALC-Arnold-Baker on Local Administration 10th Edition 
Noted. It was agreed that this edition would not be purchased as we already have the 9th 

edition. 

 

59. Questions to Chairman 
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Cllr R Hancox wished to thank the Clerk, who is retiring from the Parish Council, after 17 ½ 

years dedicated service, on the 31st October.   

 

Also he advised the Parish Council that Stoneleigh Village Hall committee had formally 

requested that they remove the Rotator-Hanging piece of equipment from the Play Area 

which was too close to the building since the Village Hall had carried out their extension. This 

was granted. 
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 60. Meetings 

The next Ordinary Meeting of the Parish Council will be held on Thursday 10th November 

2016 at Stoneleigh Village Hall, Stoneleigh at 7.00 p.m. 

 

61. Closure 
The business having been completed the Chairman closed the meeting at 8.50 p.m.  

 

 

Chairman 


