
102 

 

 

Minutes of an Ordinary Meeting held at Stoneleigh Village Hall, 

Stoneleigh on Thursday 10th September 2015 at 7.30 p.m. 

PRESENT: Chairman – Cllr R.Hancox, Councillors Mrs S. Crofts, Mrs H Fryer, Mrs J. 

Mackenzie, Mrs S Malone,  County Councillor W Redford and District Councillors N. 

Harrington and Mrs P Redford. 

 

There were nine members of the public present.  

45. Minutes 

The Minutes of the Ordinary Meeting held on 9th July 2015 were circulated and were signed 

by the Chairman.  

46. Co-option of Councillor Stoneleigh Ward 

There were four candidates for the vacancy for Councillor in Stoneleigh Ward. The four 

candidates were, Mr John Astle, Mrs Estelle Cole, Mrs Lynne Fletcher and Mrs Diana Jack. 

The successful candidate was Mr John Astle. After completing the Declaration of Acceptance 

of Office for Parish and Town Councillors form, the Chairman Cllr R Hancox, welcomed him 

to the Parish Council and invited him to join the meeting.  

47. Matters Arising from Minutes 

Neighbourhood Planning 

Standing Orders were suspended at 7.45 p.m. 

Cllr H Fryer had  circulated a report on the Neighbourhood Plan and the Local Plan. This is 

annexed as page 108. 

The Chairman Cllr R Hancox said that as Cllr D Wintle has resigned could Mr D Ellwood to 

give an update on the Neighbourhood Plan. 

 

Mr D Ellwood said that Kirkwells had issued a skeletal first draft Neighbourhood Plan and 

had asked the three Parishes to develop it. It would appear that at present only Bubbenhall 

Parish Council has done this. There is a meeting arranged for next week with Kirkwells but 

he feels that at present this would be inappropriate. He said that there is still a window of 

opportunity but could not say how long we would have as at present we are not aware of the 

timescale for the Local Plan. 

 

Cllr R Hancox said that there were two people from each Parish on the Steering Group. Ours 

were himself and Cllr D Wintle (who has now resigned as a Parish Councillor). Mr Robin 

Fryer had been asked to attend to represent Ashow. Ashow had already prepared a Village 

Design Statement and the Community Group asked Mr R Fryer if he would help prepare the 

Design Statement for the other villages using this as a template. 

 

Cllr J Mackenzie asked how Parish Councillors were being informed of progress and the 

actions taken. Mr D Ellwood responded that emails had been sent out after the last meeting 

with dates and deadlines. 

 

Cllr R Hancox commented that two people in Stoneleigh have reviewed the draft 

Neighbourhood Plan and have found a few anomalies. 

 

It was agreed that a further meeting of this Parish Council will be arranged to discuss the 

draft Neighbourhood Plan. 
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Mr W Blagburn said that the whole thing is a mess and needs someone to be in charge and 

asked if anyone had any suggestions. Mr J Mancini suggested Mr D Ellwood. Mr D Ellwood 

responded that at the moment he has very limited time available due to other commitments 

so could not take on the role as Chairman of the Steering Group. 

 

Mr R Hancox asked Mrs Maddison if she could ask Bubbenhall Parish Council if we could 

have a copy of their draft response. Mr D Ellwood agreed. 

Local Plan 

It was confirmed that the letter sent from the three Parishes has gone to all the District 

Councillors. A copy of this letter is annexed as pages 109 – 113. 

 

Cllr N Harrington told the meeting that the District Council has a meeting on the 29th 

September with some firm plans on how they are to address the housing shortfall as 

highlighted by the Inspector. He said he is not convinced that there will be enough time to do 

all this work which would mean that a new Local Plan would need to be submitted but this 

would not be until 2016. 

 

Mr D Ellwood said that the group discussing the Local Plan hold meetings that are not secret 

but attendance is by invitation only and minutes are not issued. This Community Groupare 

pro-active where appropriate and re-active otherwise. There are a number of people 

concerned about the Local Plan with various levels of expertise. 

 

Cllr J Mackenzie commented about the three Parishes letter recently sent out.  She felt that the 

Parish Council  needs to know more about the issues before they can offer their support. She 

continued to comment that she did not think that it is appropriate for the Community Group 

to present letters for the Parishes to support following their meetings. They are a group of  

people whose meetings are closed to others and no minutes are taken. As there is no record of 

these meetings it is difficult for the Parishes to understand the reasoning behind the 

statements that are made. 

 

Mr R Fryer said that he has attended the Community Meetings. He has concerns they seem to 

be dominated by any issues concerning the Gateway development and ignore other  

problems in the Parishes.  He is also concerned that there are no notes from these meetings 

and that they are limited in their scope. 

 

Cllr H Fryer said that she suggests that an extra meeting is held by the Councillors to examine 

the concerns of the Local Plan. 

HS2 Update 

Cllr H Fryer circulated a report which is annexed as page 114. 

 

Cllr H Fryer then commented that Mrs D Prince (WDC) was on holiday at present and is due 

back at work on 14th September. She is awaiting approval from WDC’s Legal Advisers on the 

draft letter that she has written.  Cllr H Fryer then said that after she has liaised with Mrs D 

Prince and she will circulate a draft letter for approval before it is sent. This has subsequently 

happened and the letter is annexed as page 115. 

 

Standing Orders were re-instated at 8.20 p.m. 

Report Almshouse Meeting 

Cllr S Croft circulated a report on the recently held meeting of the Almshouses Trust. This is 

annexed as page 116. 
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Cllr S Crofts reported further that at present they are obtaining quotations for the installation 

of the hand rails.  They are also looking at the use of the charity funds and are holding a 

meeting at Coventry Cathedral to discuss this issue. 

Report Stoneleigh Village Hall Meeting 

Cllr S Malone circulated a report of the recently held meeting of the Village Hall Committee. 

This is annexed as page 117. 

 

48. Reports 

Police Report 

The following report was received from the Police: 

 On Thursday 6th August an unknown offender broke into a secure 07 plate Vauxhall 

Meriva that was parked in a lay-by on the B4115 between Ashow and Stoneleigh. The 

offender damaged the driver’s side lock to gain entry. The vehicle was searched but 

nothing was stolen. 

 Between Saturday 1st August and Monday 3rd August an unknown offender forced 

entry into a secure brick outbuilding situated in the grounds of St Mary’s Church, 

Stoneleigh. Offender stole two lawnmowers, a strimmer and a blower. 

County Councillor W Redford 

Cllr W Redford gave the following report which is annexed as page 118. 

He also informed the meeting that at present there are trials going on in Rugby and one in 

south Warwickshire for The Lengthman’s Trial.  This enables a Parish Council to employ a 

maintenance man but it would appear that the costs have to come out of the Parish Council’s 

precept and not Warwickshire County Council. 

District Councillor N Harrington 

Cllr N Harrington gave the following report which is annexed as page 119. 

Cllr J Mackenzie thanked Cllr N Harrington for all his help with the planning application for 

Siskin Drive. 

Cllr N Harrington suggested that a further letter be sent (in say a month’s time) from the 3 

Joint Parishes re the Green Belt letter. 

District Councillor Mrs P Redford 

Cllr Mrs P Redford gave the following report which is annexed as page 120. 

Cllr N Harrington said that if you are aware of gypsies and they are causing excess noise, 

anti-social behaviour etc it is better if you put a complaint into the Police which then gives 

them the power to move them on. 

49. Coventry Road, Stoneleigh  

One of the residents of Coventry Road has informed the Parish Council to the unsuitable 

speed limits along there. This is annexed as page 121.  It was agreed that this needs to be 

looked at in the context of traffic issues in the whole of Stoneleigh village and not just this in 

isolation. 

50. Public Session 

Mr D. Ellwood made the following comments: 
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 He pointed out to the meeting that the standing orders allow each member of the 

public to speak for a maximum of 5 minutes and not 3 minutes which has been the 

practice. The Chairman informed him that they will be amended to read 3 minutes. 

 He asked if there has been any response to the meeting held on the 2nd July re the 

traffic in Stoneleigh village. Cllr S Malone responded by saying that she still has not 

received an official response. Cllr W Redford agreed to make enquiries as to when the 

Parish Council are likely to receive a response. 

 A letter has been sent to the District Councillors from the three Parish Councils re the 

Green Belt. Cllr P Redford responded that the District Councillors have not yet had a 

meeting and when they do, and the letter has been discussed, she will advise the 

Parish Councils of their reaction. 

 He commented that an overgreen tree is obscuring the warning sign of the junction 

some 40 yards before the Give Way sign when approaching the junction from the 

direction of Stoneleigh Deer Park Golf Club. Clerk to speak to Warwickshire County 

Council to get this problem resolved. 

 He suggested that it would be a good idea to have a defibrillator in the two villages 

i.e. Ashow and Stoneleigh. Each of these villages has a redundant telephone box 

where they could be installed.  They are extremely easy to use and the person on the 

other end of a 999 call gives the access code to the box holding it and the machine 

itself talks you through how to use it. 

It was also commented that part of a willow tree has fallen at the bottom of Motslow Hill 

which needs to be removed. 

Mrs L Fletcher said that she has recently attended a first aid course and were shown how to 

use one. She confirms that they are very easy to use. 

Cllr W Redford said that the Ambulance Service will train up to 12 people free of charge in 

CPR. 

Cllr H Fryer said that we should approach the Community Forum for a contribution towards 

the cost. 

Cllr J Mackenzie asked if we would have to insure it and would we have to have them tested. 

Cllr W Redford said that they have to be tested every 5 years.    

Mr J Mancini asked Cllr W Redford if he could find out what happened to the money that the 

Community Forum had promised him for improving the Birmingham Road some time ago. 

Cllr W Redford said he would look into this. 

Mrs L Fletcher informed the meeting that the footpath from the bottom of Hall Close to be 

junction of the B4115 is very overgrown and needs cutting back. This also applies from the 

B4115 to the by-pass. Clerk to advise WCC. 

51. Finance 
 

a) Income/Expenditure 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Income as shown in minute 40a 

Bank Interest 

Neighbourhood Plan Grant 

Less Expenditure 31st August 2015 

 

 £31,588.39 

£0.38 

£6,000.00 

(8,931.42) 

 

 __________  

 £28,657.35  

 

 ==========  
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b) Bank Reconciliation  

At Co-operative Bank plc, Birmingham 

A/C 6101168500 (Current)                   £6,024.10 

A/C 6101168550 (Instant Access)          £261.09    

A/C 6101168556 (14 Day Deposit)                £22,372.16 

      ________ 

                    £28,657.35 

                                                                                    ========== 

 

c) Cheques paid in July and August 

301226 PA Maddison July Sal & Exp     £524.41 

301227 Grant Thornton       £120.00 

301228 Kirkwells    £2,928.00 

301229 PA Maddison Aug Sal & Exp     £517.32 

 

d) Grant Thornton UK LLP 

The audited Annual Return has been received back from Grant Thornton. Letter dated 8th July 

2015.  A copy of the Notice of Conclusion of Audit has been completed and displayed on the 

notice boards.  

52. Planning 

New Planning Application  

W15/1025 – Crewe Farm, Crewe Lane, Kenilworth 

Revised design of rear first floor extension (previously approved under planning permission 

ref W15/0277). 

No Observations 

W15/1035 -  1 Chantry Heath Cottages, Chantry Heath Lane,  Stoneleigh 

 Of a two storey rear/side extension (retrospective) 

The Parish Council Objects to this large extension and are disappointed with the lack of 

symmetry. However as this is being treated as an enforcement issue we would be guided 

by the planning officer. 

W15/1122– Land at Siskin Parkway West, Middlemarch Business Park 

Demolition of existing buildings and erection of up to 650,000 sq ft of development for B2 

(general industrial) and B8 (storage and distribution) use (along with ancillary B1 (office) use) 

together with associated vehicle parking and service areas; highways and access works; 

drainage and landscaping (outline application with all matters reserved). 

See comments as appendices 122 – 123. 

 

Progress of Planning Applications 

W15/0627 – Stoneleigh Park, Main Gate, Stoneleigh 

Variation of condition 4 imposed on planning permission reference W12/0230 granted on 4th 

July 2012 for replacement of existing access arrangements at Stoneleigh Park main gate with a 

proposed roundabout junction on B4113 Stoneleigh Road- to allow for replacement planting 

to be undertaken on completion of works. 

Variation of Condition is Granted. 
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W15/0438 – Pear Tree Cottage, 5 Vicarage Road, Stoneleigh 

Variation to Condition Nos 3, 5 & 8 imposed on planning permission reference W13/0601 for 

extensions to existing dwelling – to allow for a phased approach to the proposed extensions 

and inclusion of large scale details. 

Variation of Condition is Granted 

W15/0658 – 20 Stoneleigh Close, Stoneleigh 

Erection of single storey front extension and first floor front extension with a rendered finish. 

Planning Permission is Granted 

W15/1006LB – North Lodge, Coventry Road, Stoneleigh 

Proposed rebuilding of the rear bay window, building up off the existing stone base with 

stone mullions and the transoms, a slated roof and timber windows to infill. Replacement of 

the existing brown windows with white painted single glazed timber windows, with 

diamond pattern lead. In addition secondary glazing within a matching frame internally. 

Listed Building Consent  is Granted 

W15/1025 – Crewe Farm, Crewe Lane, Kenilworth 

Revised design of rear first floor extension (previously approved under planning permission 

ref W15/0277). 

Planning Permission is Granted 

53. Correspondence 

NALC – Transparency Fund for Smaller Authorities-Funding Application Form 

Noted. It was agreed to have this as an agenda item at the October meeting. 

54. Questions to Chairman 

The Parish Council had been advised that the hedge alongside the playing fields needed 

attention. The Clerk had raised this with Warwickshire County Council but was advised that 

it is the responsibility of the Village Hall. Cllr S Malone agreed to raise it with the Village Hall 

Committee as she is the Parish Council’s representative. 

55. Meetings 

The next Ordinary Meeting of the Parish Council will be held at 7.00 p.m. on the 8th October 

2015. This will be held at Ashow Village Club, Ashow. 

 

56. Closure 
The business having been completed the Chairman closed the meeting at 9.22 p.m.  

 

 

Chairman 


