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Minutes of the Ordinary Meeting held at Stoneleigh Village Hall on Thursday 

12th January 2017 at 7.00 p.m.  

  

PRESENT: Chairman – Cllr R Hancox, Councillors H Fryer, J. Mackenzie, District Councillor 

N. Harrington, County Councillor W Redford, District Councillor P Redford 

    

APOLOGIES: Councillor Mr J Astle,  

  

One member of the public was present.  

  

83. Apologies from Cllr J Astle were accepted by all present Councillors 

 

84. Report from PC Wendy Burrows and PC Ed King 

 

PC Wendy burrows addressed the council and answered the following questions from the 

Parish Council: 

 

Can you confirm the current policing levels and have these changed with the strategic 

alliance between Warwickshire and West Mercia? 

PC Burrows confirmed that policing levels have remained the same, with the same amount 

of staff. She is currently trying to recruit more Special Constables. 

There appears to be an increase in crime in our area, have the police any ideas why this is 

and how are they addressing the increase? 

PC Burrows confirmed that contrary to perhaps perceived local views, levels of crime in the 

area have remained the same. There have been a number of incidents, particularly involving 

car thefts. This includes a large amount of thefts from cars in September, whilst Stoneleigh 

Park was being used as a parking area for a university open day.  In all cases the cars had 

either been left unlocked or else belongings were on display.  PC Burrows reports that on 

the next occasion that Stoneleigh Park was used as a car park for an open day, the Safer 

Neighbourhood Team handed out flyers ensuring that visitors kept their belongings out of 

sight in their cars.  A police presence was also at the gate of the car park. 

Due to the constantly increasing traffic volumes, the speeding issue through Stoneleigh 

village has changed, previously it would be drivers travelling over the speed limit but not 

aggressively, now we see traffic which had been throttled back by large lorries crossing 

the bridge for example accelerating very aggressively once over the bridge and in the 

village, the Coventry Road is in my view worse than the Birmingham Road as once they 

cross the bridge there are no obstructions like parked cars so they can accelerate hard. 

What can and what are the police doing to support us and help make all our lives safer? 

PC Burrows agreed that Stoneleigh village does present a traffic problem, particularly over 

the bridge and on Coventry and Birmingham roads.  PC Burrows suggests that the Parish 
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Council speak to Bubbenhall regarding the speed gun, and perhaps ask members of the 

Bubbenhall speed watch team to visit Stoneleigh to help manage speed in the area.  If the 

Parish Council can confirm problematic times for Stoneleigh traffic she will try to organise a 

police presence in the village at that time to discourage aggressive driving. PC Burrows also 

mentioned that there may be a possibility of applying for more policing in the village in the 

form of a mobile speed unit. The Clerk will contact PC Burrows in order to look into this 

further.   

High visibility patrols – it is very rare we see a police car or officer in the villages, the 

occasional patrol or officer on foot would do two things, make folk feel more secure but 

more importantly for locals here they would feel the police were getting to know the 

neighbourhood, on occasions we have heard of officers not knowing where properties are 

in the villages which delays attendance to crimes or issues. Is this something we can 

request? 

PC Burrows confirmed that there have been several police patrols throughout November 

and December.  Full details are confirmed in PC King’s report as annexed at pages 93 and 

94. 

PC Burrows reported that the Neighbourhood Team have run several successful Police 

surgeries in November, December and January which have been very well received. 

PC Burrows reported that a community fun day was held in Bubbenhall which was very 

well received.  A grant of £10000 has recently been requested which will fund further 

community days, to be hosted at the end of the summer holidays in Bubbenhall and 

Cubbington. 

PC Ed King read a report which summarised the latest incidents in Stoneleigh and Ashow. 

(The report is annexed at pages 93 and 94) 

 

 

85. Minutes   

The Minutes of the Ordinary Meeting held on 1st December 2016 were signed by the 

Chairman.   

 

86. Matters Arising from Minutes  

Casual Vacancy  

The clerk reported to the Council that Diana Jack from Stoneleigh Abbey has confirmed she 

would like to be considered as a Parish Councillor.  After a unanimous vote Diana was 

accepted as a Councillor. The clerk is to send all required paperwork to Diana and she will 

join the Parish Council at the February meeting. 

Cllr R Hancox suggested that another notice is placed in the Stoneleigh Newsletter to inform 

residents that the Parish Council has a vacancy for another Councillor. This was agreed by 

the Parish Council and the Clerk will contact the relevant editor. 
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Local Plan  

Cllr H Fryer reported that the inspector has identified that further work is needed before the 

Local Plan can be formerly published. It is unclear if this will be put back out for public 

consultation once revised. 

Chris Elliot and Andrew Mobbs are confident that the changes are only minor and the plan 

just requires fine tuning before being published. 

 Cllr P Redford suggested that the Plan is likely to be adopted in the late spring.  Cllr 

Harrington felt it would be early summer.  

The Parish Council would like to know whether Warwick District Council would be 

producing a report following the enquiry. 

 It was agreed write a letter to Tracey Darke requesting Dave Barber’s attendance at the 

February meeting to update us on what the changes to the Local Plan could look like after 

the inspector’s findings are implemented. Mr Barber had attended in July 2016 and had 

agreed at that time to come back and update us. 

 

HS2  

Cllr H Fryer reported that HS2 Ltd have confirmed that planning applications will have a 30 

day deadline rather than the 10 day deadline as previously thought.   

All HS2 planning applications will be overseen by Debbie Prince, WDC, usual planners to 

action, Debbie to ensure deadlines are met. 

The clerk reported that Debbie Prince will be attending a meeting with HS2 Ltd on 24th 

January and will let us know the timetable for expected HS2 planning applications. 

Cllr Fryer confirmed that it is likely that we will only get to comment on certain areas of any 

application.  It is unlikely that the Parish Council will be invited to comment on the design 

of the planned work, materials used etc. The Council are more likely to be invited to 

comment on aesthetic issues such as screening and hedges. 

It was felt that Warwickshire County Council might be able to influence structure design 

more than the district council. 

 Cllr W Redford suggested we all register with the WCC web site to receive the County 

council quarterly update on HS2. 

The Clerk is to write to Jonathan Lord at HS2 Ltd to request more information and 

attendance at a Parish Council meeting 



85 

 

 

The clerk reported that the Council need to consider making a change to the Standing 

Orders to reflect that the Clerk is to have delegated responsibility when responding to 

planning applications.  This was agreed to be an agenda item for the February meeting. 

 

87. Leigh Educational Foundation Trustee. 

The position of Cllr S Malone was formally rescinded by Cllr R Hancox and seconded by 

Cllr H Fryer.  The nomination of Cllr J Mackenzie was proposed by Cllr H Fryer and 

seconded by Cllr R Hancox. 

 

 88. Reports 

Police Report – This was received from PC Ed King at the beginning of the meeting and is 

annexed at pages 93 and 94. 

County Councillor W Redford  

a) Hedge in Ashow. 

 Cllr W Redford reported that the B4155 footpath from Ashow to Chesford Grange was 

walked by an Area Surveyor on the 29th November2o16 and declared clear of obstruction.  

Cllr W Redford also walked the path on that day and confirms the above. 

 Subsequently it was brought to the attention of Cllr W Redford that due to the height of the 

hedge, residents continued not to use the footpath, due to the darkness created by the height 

and still choose to walk on the road. 

 Cllr W Redford requested that the hedge be reduced in height to 4/5ft, this was refused on 

the grounds that it would only encourage further growth. Cllr W Redford has challenged 

the decision but to no avail. 

 Clearly the situation that remains is unsatisfactory. Cllr Mackenzie explained that failure to 

cut the top and road side of the hedge meant that the road signs were not visible when the 

hedge was in leaf. Further maintenance of the hedge is increasingly important as this stretch 

of the B4115 is part of the HGV gyratory system proposed by HS2. The hedge provides 

protection for pedestrians accessing the nearest public transport.  

The recommendation of Cllr W Redford to the Parish Council is that to write to Mark Ryder 

(Head of Highways/Transportation) with a copy to Jo Edwards (Road Safety). 

It was agreed that Cllr Mackenzie would draft a letter to be sent from the PC explaining these 

issues and requesting further work to be carried out. 
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b)  Rocky Lane, Ashow 

Cllr Redford reports that the Slow sign on the surface of Rocky Lane is being attended to.  A 

contract has been issued and is being chased by Highways. 

c)  Grove Lane, Ashow 

Cllr W Redford has contacted the Highways department and they in turn have contacted 

residents in Grove Lane requesting them to remove the rocks from verges fronting their 

property.  Cllr Mackenzie reported that there is still an issue in Grove Lane as there is now 

mud all over the road which is causing a hazard.  In fact the mud resulted in a recent 

pedestrian accident in the road.  Cllr W Redford will contact Highways again to address this 

issue.  

d) Stoneleigh Bypass letter  

Cllr W Redford reports that he sent the letter requesting the bypass to Mark Ryder (Head of 

Highways/Transportation) via the internal mail system in November as requested. He has 

not had an explanation for why the letter was lost but has received an apology. 

Warwickshire County Council has responded to the letter.  (The letter is attached at page 95) 

The letter from the Portfolio Holder requests that the Parish Council forward any specific 

proposals that have had the support of the Parish Council and residents. 

 Cllr W Redford understands that proposals have been put forward over a number of years 

but sees this as an opportunity to update these proposals where possible, giving first- hand 

information to the Portfolio holder Peter Butlin. On a persona note, Cllr W Redford 

confirmed that it has taken him virtually 4yrs of pushing this project and his letter should be 

seen as an opportunity to reinforce the views of residents and the Parish Council. 

The Council will respond to the letter, thanking the WCC for considering the bypass, and re 

iterating previous suggestions for traffic management which were sent in October 2012. Cllr 

R Hancox confirmed that he will draft a letter to this effect.  The Clerk will then forward to 

Warwickshire County Council. 

e) The next Community Forum meeting will be at Baginton Village hall on the 8th 

February 2017 at 1900hrs. 

 

 

Cllr N Harrington 

a) Cllr Harrington reported that the Planning Committee members are receiving HS2 

Planning Application training to manage anticipated applications from HS2. 

b) At the Cubbington PC meeting on Tuesday 10th January 2017 Cllr Harrington asked 

Philip Seccombe (Police & Crime Commissioner) what actions were being taken to address 

illegal gypsy & traveller encampments moving between Warwick Racecourse, Newbold 

Comyn Leisure Centre and public roads off Tachbrook Park Drive in Leamington. He 
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reported that he was meeting Friday 13th January 2017 with Chris White MP and offices 

from WDC and WCC. Affected businesses has asked to be included in this meeting but had 

not been invited. 

3. Cllr Mackenzie noted that a decision on a recent planning application revealed that, 

following some high profile appeals nationally, WDC are agreeing a “fabric first “approach 

to developments rather than the insistence on a 10% of energy generation from renewables. 

She asked how this change will be implemented and by whom. Cllr Harrington agreed to 

liaise with Gary Fisher to understand how Fabric First impacts upon the renewable energy 

targets for new planning applications. 

4. Cllr Harrington reported that the Transparency Fund provided Weston Under Wetherley 

PC with £1,064 for the purchase of a laptop and Microsoft Office 365. 

 

89. Public Session  

Standing orders were suspended, and Mr R Fryer commented that: 

In response to WCC’s refusal to trim the top of the tall hedge between the Ashow road and 

the footpath; RF suggested that WCC should be asked to lay the hedge as recommended by 

best practice for rural hedge rows. 

 

Mr R Fryer also mentioned that it is still intended by HS2 Ltd to run up to 822 HGVs per day 

with staff transport for 250 workers along the Ashow Road to the proposed Construction 

Compound east of Crew Lane. Mr R Fryer asked if a safety assessment had been made by 

Warwickshire County Council for this proposal because there are no footpaths east of the 

first Ashow turning and the road is designated as the safe cycle route alongside the A46 to 

prevent cyclists using the dangerous Kenilworth bypass. As the B4115 is a narrow country 

road, under Health and Safety precautions WCC should investigate the risks involved and 

quantify the danger to local residents. 

 

Concerning the Local Plan Examination, during the hearing Mr R Fryer commented that 

new evidence was being presented by WDC that had not been subject to public consultation. 

The assurance was given that the revised LP would be sent out for consultation. 

 

Standing orders were re – instated. 
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90. Finance 

a)Income/ Expenditure  

Bank Reconciliation   

Income as shown in minute 77a              £41473.97     

Grant from WCC (Notice Boards)           £875 

Expenditure to 31st December 2016       (£14,296.24)  

          ------------  

           £28,052.73 

           ========= 

 

At Co-operative Bank plc, Birmingham  

     

A/C 6101168500 (Current)                                             £1583.87                                            

A/C 6101168550 (Instant Access)                                  £2061.64  

A/C 6101168556 (14 Day Deposit)                                £24407.22  

   

                                                                            ---------------- 

                 £28,052.73 

                      ========== 

 

Cheques paid in December  

  

301308 S Windridge Christmas Party Food  £21.75 

301309 CPRE Subscription  £36 

301310 Martin Kennedy (Painting of phone box) 

301311 SLCC Membership Renewal 

301312 Diane Malley                                                    

303313 S Windridge December salary and expenses 

 £120  

£93 

£90.20 

£416.80 

 

Cheques to be authorised in January 
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Cheque number 301314 XEROX (photocopier)      £9.40 

Cheque number 301315 WALC End of Year Financial training    £30 

Cheque number 301316 Cllr J Mackenzie Ashow Village Club December meeting  £23.60 

Cheque number 301317 Mrs P Maddison Expenses November – December  £10.08 

 

It was proposed by Cllr R Hancox and seconded by Cllr H Fryer to pay all cheques for 

January. 

b) The quarterly precept was reviewed.  Cllr Mackenzie asked whether the Parish Council 

could be given a more clear description of the contents of the precept.  The Clerk has agreed 

to produce a breakdown of all costs. 

c) It was proposed by Cllr Hancox and seconded by Cllr Fryer and Mackenszie to accept the 

0.6% rise to the precept. A total of £16,361 will be requested from Warwickshire District 

Council.  

 

 

91. Planning 

New Planning Applications 

Application No:        W/16/2295/LB North Lodge, Coventry Road, Stoneleigh 

Installation of replacement windows at ground and first floor (all elevations) with double 

glazed metal windows 2. Rebuilding the front oriel bay window (on the Coventry Road) 

(W03, W04, W05) 3. Opening up an existing window to a larger original opening and 

installing a double glazed metal window (W07). 

The Council supports this application. 

 

 Application No:  W/16/2303/TP Type: TPO Trees 

 The Forge, The Green, Stoneleigh, Coventry, CV8 3DP 

  T1 - 1 x Horse Chestnut: Reduce lateral limbs by up to 2m to alleviate end weight. Crown      

lift to 6m over highway to clear lorries and bus route 

The Council is not required to respond to this application and has no comments 

 

Application No W/16/2341/TCA App. Type: Trees in CA 

The Forge, The Green, Stoneleigh, Coventry, CV8 3DP T2 - 1 x Horse Chestnut: Crown 

reduce by 1-2m to leave a flowing shape due to wounding/ dysfunction in main stem and 

fork 

The Council is not required to respond to this application and has no comments 
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Residential development of land adjoining The Cunnery near Stoneleigh Abbey  

Based on the pre-application submission made to Warwick District Council in 2015; 

proposing residential development of land adjoining The Cunnery near Stoneleigh Abbey.   

Cllr Fryer had attended a meeting at the abbey where the plans were on display to the 

public. The plan for the land, formerly part of the site of the sawmill, is for 12 luxury 

four/five bedroom detached houses.  The existing 10 homes at The Cunnery were 

themselves built as enabling development for the initial restoration which had Heritage 

Lottery Fund, English Heritage and EU support. 

No closing date as still in public consultation stage 

The Parish Council has requested that representatives from Stoneleigh Abbey attend a 

Parish Council meeting when they are ready to submit an application. The clerk is to 

email a contact at Stoneleigh Abbey to this effect. 

 

Progress of Planning Applications 

 

 

W/16/2100 - The Old Parsonage, Church Lane, Stoneleigh, Coventry, CV8 3DN 

Single storey rear extension 

Council is neutral. Comments: 

If the conservation architect is satisfied that it is not detrimental to the conservation area 

then the Parish Council adopts a neutral position. 

Planning permission has been granted 

 

W/16/2024 Bericote Road Student Residences  

Council objects  

 

W/16/0239  Land to the north and south of the A45 (between Festival and Tollbar 

junctions) and land at the A45/Festival Roundabout, the A46/Tollbar Roundabout and at 

the junctions of the A444 with the A4114/Whitley Roundabout. 

Description: Comprehensive development comprising demolition of existing structures and 

the erection of new buildings to accommodate offices, research & development facilities and 

light industrial uses (Use Class B1), hotel accommodation (Use Class C1), car showroom 

accommodation, small scale retail and catering establishments (Use Classes A1, A3, A4 

and/or A5), new countryside park, ground modelling work including the construction of 

landscaped bunds, construction of new roads/footpaths/cycle routes, remodelling of 
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junctions on the existing highway network, associated parking, servicing and landscaping 

(Outline application discharging access with all other matters reserved). 

Council objects.   

 

W/16/2032 The Barn adjacent Park Farm House, Stareton Lane, Stoneleigh CV8 2LL 

Retrospective removal of car port and conversion to habitable space 

Council objects 

Comments: 

It is our understanding that barn conversions are necessarily sensitive applications and 

the protocol appears to be that only one "conversion" is permitted and this was granted in 

2001 (amended in 2006). 

The 2001 approval required the provision of a carport. There is no detail of how the 

removal impacts parking /garaging provision at the site or whether alternative covered 

parking is possible in this greenbelt location.  

Given the information we have and not wishing for a precedent to be set to undermine 

Warwick District Council policy we would support the original Warwick District Council 

decision and request that retrospective permission is refused. 

Should further information become available to us we are willing to review this decision. 

92. Correspondence 

Since the last meeting the following items of correspondence have been received: 

Letter from WCC regarding Warwickshire Minerals plan. Councillors have been invited to 

comment on the Minerals Plan via an online consultation portal. 

Letter from Battle’s Over regarding the possibility of lighting a beacon in Stoneleigh and 

Ashow villages in 2018 as a tribute to the end of the First World War. It was decided that the 

Parish Council would find an alternative method of marking the occasion. 

Letter from Andy Hickmott at Warwickshire County Council Fire and Rescue Service 

regarding the 2017/18 re risk management plan.  Councillors have been invited to comment 

on the plan via an online consultation portal. 

Letter from WALC re Council’s nomination of a Councillor to attend a Royal Garden Party. 

Cllr J Mackenzie nominated Cllr H Fryer and this was seconded by Cllr R Hancox. 

 

93. An application for the Transparency Fund was considered by the Parish Council.  It 

was agreed to request £1381.94 from NALC for IT items including a computer, scanner 

and software, in order for the Parish Council to meet the requirements of the 

Transparency Code.  The Clerk is to write to NALC with the request. 
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94. Questions to the Chairman 

Cllr R Hancox wished to report that he had received an email from Stoneleigh Village Hall 

Committee, thanking the Parish Council for their donation to their latest project to renew the 

hall doors and provide a patio just outside these doors. 

95. Closure  

The meeting was closed at 9.52 pm 
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Incidents reported in Stoneleigh & Ashow Parish 01-JUN-2016 to 09-JAN-2017 

inclusive  

  

Road related (includes A46 stretch): Jun - 15. Jul - 16. Aug - 18. Sep - 17. Oct - 16. Nov - 21.  Dec - 20. 

Jan - 5.  

  

Anti-social behaviour: Jun - 0. Jul - 1. Aug - 0. Sep - 0. Oct - 2. Nov - 2. Dec - 0. Jan - 0.  

  

Theft/burglary: Jun - 1. Jul - 4. Aug - 1. Sep - 5. Oct - 2. Nov - 1. Dec - 2. Jan - 1.  

  

Vehicle crime: Jun - 1. Jul - 0. Aug - 1. Sep - 7. Oct - 2. Nov - 0. Dec - 1. Jan - 0.  

  

Damage: Jun - 0. Jul - 0. Aug - 1. Sep - 1. Oct - 1. Nov - 0. Dec - 1. Jan - 0.  

  

Suspicious: Jun - 4. Jul - 5. Aug - 4. Sep - 1. Oct - 3. Nov - 2. Dec - 3. Jan - 0.  

  

Alarm: Jun - 0. Jul - 2. Aug - 1. Sep - 2. Oct - 1. Nov - 0. Dec - 0. Jan - 0.  

  

Other: Jun - 9. Jul - 4. Aug - 5. Sep - 12. Oct - 8. Nov - 12. Dec - 7. Jan - 1.  

  

Incidents of note  
  

• Vehicle Crime: Between 1900hrs Thursday 01-DEC-2016 and 0600hrs Friday 02-DEC-2016 

unknown offender(s) entered a grey W reg Daewoo that was parked outside a residential 

property in Acorn Close, Stoneleigh. Offender(s) stole a number of CD's were stolen. The CD's 

were found nearby.  

• Burglary Other: Between 12-DEC-2016 and 02-JAN-2017 unknown offender(s) entered a garage 

at a residential property in Stoneleigh Close, Stoneleigh and stole a chainsaw.  

• Burglary: Between 0900hrs and 1340hrs Thursday 12-JAN-2017 unknown offender(s) burgled a  

residential property on Coventry Road, Stoneleigh. Offender(s) forced entry via the front door and 

conducted a search inside the property. Offender(s) stole jewellery and money. A vehicle described 

as a black Audi was seen exiting the driveway at speed.  

  

Foot Patrols / Community Forum Tasking (for Stoneleigh Ward)  

  

• Evening foot patrol 02-NOV-2016. Engaged with persons at Stoneleigh village club.  

• Evening foot patrol 06-NOV-2016. Engaged with persons at Stoneleigh village club.  

• Foot patrol 11-NOV-2016.   

• Evening foot patrol 27-NOV-2016. Engaged with persons at Stoneleigh village club.  

• Foot patrol 30-NOV-2016.   

• Foot patrol 08-DEC-2016.   
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Whilst on foot patrol in Stoneleigh, SNT engaged with persons working at St. Mary's, residents, dog 

walkers etc. Mobile patrols have also been conducted within the joint parish area.  

  

SNT Police Surgeries (for Stoneleigh Parish) - Stoneleigh Village Club  

  

• Saturday 19-NOV-2016  

• Saturday 03-DEC-2016  

• Saturday 07-JAN-2017  

• Saturday 11-FEB-2017  

• Saturday 18-MAR-2017  

  

Surgeries held 1pm - 2:30pm. Advertised via Parish Council notice boards, parish magazine and 

Stoneleigh Village Club.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



95 

 

 

 


